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-{Saulin Danids Cane_. 
Danid and Achifh. 2A 
—$Saul andthe Witch of Endor, 
Ziklag {poyled and renenged. 
The Death of Saul, = 
lve and Ioab. 
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HONOVRABLE, 


| good d Lord, or HI 77 1p Earle 
‘lofM one’o oe x, one of the Geri | 
<themen' of his Maiefties Bedschamber, . 
and Knight of the moft sear _ 

. able Order me Garter... 


“Right Honourable t - pia 


ne a alls 


43 _wher- 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
wherein onely.my foule fin- 


deth rest. If in other imploy-| | 


ments I haue indeauoured to 


ferue God and hi Church,| | 


et in none (I muft confeffe) 
with eguall contentment. 
Me thinkes Controuerfie 
“not right in my way to 
Heauen . bow euer the im- 


| portunity of an aduerfarie 


may force me to fetch it in: 
Tf Truth oppreffed by an 


erroneous teacher cry (like 


la rauifbt virgin) for my ayd,) 


| L betray it, if F releeue-it 
not. when I baue done, I 
so returne 


| The Epittle Dedicatory. 


|  TheEpittle Dedicatory: 
that if F might doe itwith- 
ogt danger of mif-conftrutti- 
on) I could :beg' euen:of:an 
enemy-thisleaue io-be happy. 
| Lhaue alveady ginen account 
\to the-world; of fome expen- 
jces of my houres thu way, 
| 7 bere F bring more; which 
\tf fome reader may.cenfure}. 
 |as poore, none can'cenfure as 
unprofitable. Fam bold to| 
write them onder your Ho-\ 
nourable Name, whereto [| 
deeply obliged ; that F may 
leaue behind methi meane,| 
out faitbfull T eftimony, of | 


mine| 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. is 


mine bumble thankefulneffe 


to your Lo: and your moft 
honored and yertuous Lady. 
Lhe noble refpetts I haue 


had from you both,deferue 


my prayers, c belt feruices,|. 
which fhall nener bee wan-| 


ting to you and.yours, 


_Frora your Honors fiacerely 
ew at 
denoted inalltrue duty. — 


. jos. HALL. - 
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(ontemplations.. 


Savi in Davips 
Cane. 


“4 T was the 
SAY ftrangelot of | 
a " Dauid., ‘that | 
a> thofe whom 
| (@po hee purfued, 
Cacia preferucdhim 
te a whom hec had: pre- 
ferued; The Philiftims, whom 
Bacon 


re ee eee eee 


| ry delert is too faire a refuge for | 
innocence; Thehils and rocks 


~ Gontemplatons, Lis B. 14. | 


| Braud ‘had newly {mitten in . 
Keilah, call off Saal from {mi- 
“| ting Danid in the wilderneffe, 
af when there was but an hillock 
berwixt,him and death: Wic- 
‘ed pur By bkan Oi a 


ee ate ee 


not ecafily. broken, off. ~ Sauls 
{word is pe dry from the 


bloud of the Philiftims, when 


it thirfts anew forthe’ bloud of 


Dauid ; and, now in a renued 
ychafe, hunts him dry-foot tho- 


row cuery wilderneffe: The ve- 


are fearchied i inan angry icaloy- 


fic; the very wilde goats of the} 
mountaines were. not allowed | 
to bee. companions. for: him, | 
which had no. fault but his. ver-| 


tue.. 


Lis.t4 Suslin Danidscaut: 


tue..Oh thefeemingly-vnequall| | 
| diltribution of thefe earthly 
| things ; Cruelty and oppreffion 
| raignes ina palace,whiles good- 
neffc:lurkes among the rockes 
and caues, and thinkes. ir hap-) 
pineffe cnough to fteale a life.’ 
Like‘a:dead man., Danid is 
faine:td. be-hid-vnder: the earth; 
and feckes the comfort of pro-| 
| cection.in-darknefle:: and: naw 
the ‘wife. providence. of God] — 
leads Saal ro his enemy withour| 
bloud; He;which before broght 
them: within: ab-hils ‘diftance| 
without interview,biings them 
| now both. within.one roofe; 
fo asthiat. whiles. Suui feekes Da-| 
| aid and\findes-him: not, hec-is| 
| found of Dasid -vnfought. : If} 
a Sa 


- 


(‘ontemplations, L1B.14. { 


Saul had-knowne his owne.op- 
portunities, how Dauid and his 
men had interred themfclues,he 
had faued a treble labour, of 
‘| chafe, of execution,and burial], 
for had.hebut ftoptthe mouth| — 
of thac caue, his enemies had 
_flayd themfelues downe in their} 
ownegraues: The wifdome of 
God thinkes fic to hide from 
‘euill men, & fpirits,thofe means | 
_ jand feafons, which mightbe (if 
{they had been taken) moft pre- 
-_tiudiciall cahis owne: Wee had 
been oft foyled,. if Satan could 
{but have knowne our hearts: 
fomtimes weelye opento cuils,} 
and happy. itis: for vs: thathee| 
jonely knowes it, whicli pitties| 
in {teed of sempting vs: .:. - | 


ee Z : A ” _ — aos aan ae 7 
Lis.14. Saal in Dauids caue. 


Itis notlong, fince Saul {ayd 
of Dauid (lodged them in Kei 
lah) God hath deliuered him in- 
to mine hands, for he is fhut in, 
fecing hee is come into a City} 
that-hath gates and bars ; but 
| now contrarily God deliuers 

Saal (ere he was aware) into the 

hands of Dauid, and. without 

the helpe of gates and bars,hath 

inclofed ‘him within the valley 

of the fhadow of death : How 

iuft- ic is. with: God, that thofe 

| [who:feeke mifchcefe-to others, 

finde it to them{elues; and euen | 

whiles they are {predding -nets,| ~ 

}ate.infnared ; Their deliberate 

plotting of'euill , is furprized| 
with'afuddenjudgenient, - 

- How amazedly muft Danid 

_ needes! 


EN pd ee re Wee oP eT eee ye Sane gy 


 Contemplations. » Lrs. 14. 
needes looke; when he faw Saul 
enter into the caue, where him- 
felfe was? what is this (thinkes 
hee} which God hath done? Is 

this prefence purpofed, or cafu- 


all; is Saul hereto purfue, orto 


| dence. ‘The fingers. of Dantas. 


they. might not feeme led: fo 
oo. muc 


cemptme? Wherefuddenly the 

adtion bewrayes theintent; and} 
tels Dantd that Saul foughtdecre- | 
cy and not him... The faper-| 
fluiry of his malicioulneffe} 
brought him into the wilder-} 
nefle, theneceflity of natureted | 
him’ into'the caue : Even :thofe | 
actions wherin we placefhamse, | 
areuot exempted from:a provi: | 


followers itched: to -ceafé:on | 
\ their Matters: enemy ; and that | 


wy, 


229 BA LD Ee SO Oe Re ea NT eNO ee 
é 
- . . 


Lipit4 Saalin Dasidscaue. ; 7 
{much by faction, .as by faith,| 
they vrge Danid with a promife) 
from God; The day is come} 
whereof the Lord faid vnto} 
thee, Behold,I will deliuer thine) 
—tenemie into thine hand, and} 
thou fhalt do to him, as it fhall| 
feeme good to thee, This argu-|_ 
—|ment feemed~ to carry fuch| 
_ {command with it, as chat Danid | 
'1not onely may, but ‘muft ems} 
| |brue his handsin blood, valeffe|. 
| | he will bee found wanting: to |. 
| |God and himfelfe, thofe temp-.| 
tations are’ moft: powerfull,| 
| | which fetch their force from the| 
pretence of a religious obedi-| 
ence: Whereas thofe which are}. 


ax REE Rhee ED” 


rayfed from arbirrary ‘and. pri- : | 
uate refpects, admit of an afie!: | 
) . If; 


difpenfation. BB. 


oneclaufeof it was ambiguous; 
and they take it at the. worft: 
"Fhou fhalt docto him as fhall | 
.| feeme goedto thee : that might | 
notfeeme good to him, which | 
feemedeuill vntoGod. There} 
is nothing «more dangerous 
then to: make conftruction of 
Gods purpofes out of euentuall 
appearances, If carnall proba- 
bilities might be therule of our 
indgement, what could God 


‘death in offering him naked in- 
tothe hands of thofe whom he. 
vniuftly perfecuted? how could 


) had fent Seal. chither on any o- 
: ther errand,. then to fetch his 
Fae - ee bane, 
a : | 

: ae a | 


| If there were fuch a predi@tion, |, ~ 


feeme.to intend other then Seuls| _ 


‘Dauids foldiers thinkethat God| 


mays 


yy 


Lits4 Sambar Danids-came: 

barte, and if ‘Sand could: have 

|feche his ownedanger, hee-had 
afucs himfelfe for dead for his 
hate puiley co his wwe bloody 
défites cotild not but-hatie ex- 
pected thé fame rneafure which 
is meant : But: wife and Holy 
‘Banid siot eanf{portéd . either 
with mifconeeit of thé dient, 
or fury of paffioii, dt {allicitati-| 
oti 6f liis followers darestnake| 
ts oclier vfe of this aceiderit 
then the triall of his loyalty, 
and the induecmert of his} 
peace; It had beeneas éafié for! - 
hith to cut the throdte of Saul as 
his garment ; but now his coate 
only fhall bethe worfe, for his 
perton ; neitlict doth he in the 
tray thing of a'tloake {ceke his 


B ys Ow es oe wt vr 
et re me ete fe ee etme wt 4 er. Tr Let we a 


~ Saul in Danids cane. L1p.14. 
ownreucnge, but a monument 
of his innocence. Before Saul} 
refit Sanmels garment, now Da- 
aid cutteth Sauls ; both were fig- 
nificant; The rending of the 
one, fignified the Kingdome 
torne out of thofe vnworthy. 
hands ; the cutting of the other, 
| that the life of Saw! might haue 
|beene as eafily cut off. 
| Saal needs no other monitor 
of his owne danger, then what 
he weares. The vpper garment 
of Sau] was laid slide, whiles he 
{went to couer his feete ; fo as 
thecut of the garment, did not 
threaten any touch of the bo- 
dy, yet cuen this violence offe- 
red to a remote garment ftrikes 
the hart of. Day, which findes 


a 


Lrp.14. Saslin Dauids cane, - 


a prefent remorfe for harmeful- | | 
ly touching, that which did | 


ence touch the perfon of his | 


taifter, Tender con{ciences are 
moued to regret at thofe acti- 


ens, which ftrong harts:paffe | 
ouer with a carelefle cafe, It} 


troubled not Saul to f{eeke after 
the blood of a ‘righteons fer- 
vant; thereis no leffe difference 
of confciences then ftomackes; 


Some ftomacks will digeft the! 


hardeft meates, and turne ouer. 
fubftances, not in their nature 
edible, whiles others furfet of 
thelighteft food,andcomplaine 


eucn of dainties: Euery gratious | 
hart is in fome meafure {crupu- | 


lous, and findes more fafetie in 
feare, then in prefumption:And 


B3 —ift: 


{ - 


FF 


felfe in from the libertie which 


{tate is better, where nothing is 
iaak chen where allthings ; 
| by fo much is the fri& and 


parently hopeleffe. : 


Contempiations, — L1B.14,| 
ific be fo ftrait as to. curbe itt 


‘it might take in things which : 
larenot valawfull, how much 
‘leffe will ic dare to take {cope} 
‘ynto.cuill : : By how much that] 


timorous -confcience better} 
then. the lawleffe. There is} 
good likelyhood: of that man}. 
which isany way fcrupulous of | 
his wayes ; but he which makes 
no bones of his actions, is ap- | 


2 rete ee: 


SINCE Dguids followers . 
pleaded Gods teftimony, to him - 
asamotive toblood. Danidap-| 
peales. the fame God for his pre-| 


ie oo feruation | 


Goins from blood. The. ; 


thing to my maifter the. Lords’ | 
janoynted ; and: now .the- good’ 


| fend both himfelfe and: his-per- 
fecuner’, himfelfe, from the: int-'| - 


+t violence, and his: msaifter froin 


‘difficult to rule a. imuticude:; 


of: foule were gatl ered to him’: :| 


and diforderty muft needes: be! 


Lrp.14. Saul in Danids cane. 


Lord keepe me from doing thar, 


man hath worke enough toide-' 


weg + * & wee 


ee ore rt 
7 
/ 


portunate neceflitic of ddjag: 


fulferitag i it: Ie was not more ea-| 
fiero cule his ownehands, , the 


rene Petree 
‘ 


Dauids troupe eonlrted <2 
male-contents, all, thac-were't in! 1. 
diftreffe, in debe, i sbitéerneffe' | 


Many ff neuer fo: well-ordered, 
arehard.ito command, a few: if } 
diforderly, : more: “ard: many! 


B4 fo 


| . > Contemplation. - Lin. ra. 
i - much the hardeft of all, that 
| Dapid never atchiuedany vieto. 
| tielike vnto this, wherein ‘the 
‘: firlt ouercame himfelfe sthen his 
|foldietse: 0:0. 
Jes cAND- orbit was xs the chases 
: ge ena Dauid allayed thof 
| raging fpirits of his follawers: 
1 No other but this ; He isthe A- 
| -noynted of, the Lord, Thatho- 
1:ly..eyle was the Antidote: for 
|-his: blood ; Saal did not lend 
1: Dauid {o, impearceable an. Ar- 
4 nour, when he fhould-incoun- 
“ser. Galiab,as Danid now-lenthim 
| :in. this: plea of his: -yn@ion, 
1 Whichof all the difconted out- 
}: layves that lurkedin that caue, 
| durlt purfoith his hand again tt 
i Sal, er ae once heard, He 
| is 


jEup.14. Saulin Danids caue. 


is the Lords anoynted : Such an 
impreflion of awe hath the di- 
uine providence. caufed: his I- 


{mage to make'in the ‘harts of 


men,as that: it. makes traytors 


cowards; Seas: infteed: of. ftri- 
king they tremble; How-miuch, 
more lawleffe, then the out- 
lawes of Ifrael are thofe profef- 


fed Ring-leaders' of Chriftiani- 
ty; which teach and practife, 
and incourage, and reward,and 
canonize the violation of .ma- 
icftie. It is not enough for thofe 


| wha are commanders of others 


to refraine their -owne. hands 
fromeuill; buethey muft care 


their hecles, elfe they’ fhall bee 
iviftly reputed to’ doe that. by 
7 a? others, 


fully aa ‘the iniguitie of} 


1S 


: fan ~—* 
— 


others, which in their « owne 
ps erfoa they auoyded; the lawes 

oth of God and man, prefup> 
pofe vs-:infome fore anfwerable 
| for our charge: as taking it-for 
granted: thar wee thould: not 
vinidortake thofe: raynes,. which 
1 wecannot manaage. 
| Therewas wo. reafon. Dinid 
| fhould loofe the thankes of fo 

nobléa demonftration of his 
| loyalty ; Whereto he trults: fo 
| tnitich: that hee-dares call backe 
| theinan by whom he'was pur- 
'rfued; and. make him -iadge 
; whethér. tha fat had not de-| 
‘Vfetiaed a life. Asthis a, fo his 
[word and zefture imperted 
| néthing buckumbleobedience, 
| neigher was there more:mecke- 
ae ae a es Ss ona = neffe 


| L1 B*! Ae. Saulin Danids Caue. 17 
nefleshen forcein-that fealona-| 


ble perfwafion ; Wherein hee 
lets Saul {ee the error of -his eres. 
dulity,the vniuft flaunders of} 
malicioufnefie, the eportunity| — 
of his reuenge, the proofeof his |. 
forbearance, the . vadeniable} 
uidence of his innocence; and’ 
_ laftena, lowly difparagement of |: 
himfelfa ;, appeales ta,God. for. 
iudgement, for protection... |. 
Soliuely and.fecling oratary’. 
did Saul finde inthe lap of his'! 
' | garment, and thelips of Danid,} 
| thagisishopin-chépowerof his] 
cnuy or ill nature to hald-out]; 
any, longer. Is this.thy. voyce| 
my:fonne: Dasdd,. and Saul life) 
vp his, voyce aad] wepr;, andj 
faid; ‘TFhayare more nightsaus| 


' 


t 
- then! 


as ae 
4 
iy 


18 |  . (ontemplations. Li1s.14.) - 
thenI;.Hee, whofe harpe had 
wont to'quiet the frenzy ‘of 
Saal, hath now by his words 
calmed his fury; 1oas now hee} *- 
fheds teares in {teed of blood: | ~ 


, [and confeffes his owne wrong,} * 
and Danids integrity; And (as| ~ 

: if he were new againe entered| “ 
into the bounds of Naisth inj ~ 


Ramath) he prayes, and pro-| ~ 
phefies good to him, whom he| * 
maliced for good; The Lord } 
render thee goed for that thou} * 


{haft doneto miee this day; for! * 
{now behold Eknow that thou} * 
fhalt be king. There is no hart : 
made offielh, thatfometimeor| * 


othertelents not, euen flintand| “ 
| marble, will in fome wether} ' 
{tand on dropes.Ecannotthink | i 


—VLrs.14. Sanlin Danids caue. | 


thefe teares and. proteftations 
fayned. Doubtlefle Saul meant 
as he faid, and pafled through 
fenfible fits of good and ecuill :| 
Let no man like himfelfe the 
better for geod motions; the} 
prayfe and benefit of thofe 
gueftsis not in the receit, but 
theretention. es | 
Who, that had feene this mee- 
ting,could but haue thought all 
had beene fure:on Dawids fide? 
Whar can feeure vs ifnotteares, 
and prayers and oathes?Doubt- 
lefle Danids men which knew 
themfelues obnoxious ‘to lawes 
and creditors, began to. thinke} 
of fome new refuge, as making}: 
account this new peeced league} 


would be cuerlafting ; they loo-|_ 


keds 


J 


to 


jidft honor; when beholdinthé 
Hoofe, Saul goes home, but Da- 


{not to be morekinde,then vni- 


| ked when Saal would take Da- 
uid hometo the coutt, and dif- | 
foluc his army,and recompence 


that: vniutt perfecution swith 


sid and hismen goevpvnito the 
hold, Wife Daud knowes Sinl 


trufty ; and chetefore had rather 


fecke fafely in his ‘hold, :chen| 


in'the hold ofan hollow and 
votteedy friendfhip.:Heere ard 
goud words. but no~fecurity, 


which therefore ai experienced f 
man gives: the -heasing, but j 
ftands the while vpori-his' ows |} 
‘guard. Novcharity’ bindes. vs | 
toa truft of thofe, whom we] 
‘[haue found faithleffe ; Créedulity | 


—_-yvpon! 
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vpon weake grounds after Pal- 

'-difapointments,. is the] 
daughter of folly : A manghat} 
'is weatherwife, ‘hough hefinide} 
an: abatement: of the -ftorme,[ 
yet will not ftirre from ynder|i 
his fhelter whiles hee” fees| 
it thicke in the -winde,. diftratt! . 
is the iuft — af ae 7 


nefle. : 


cn of - z 
ie og 
: 


— 


: : + a 
‘ 
=, . ee vv. t oe 5 ae Rae an 
. 4 . : - 
- ww tf . . - “4 - . ° 8 - : . 
¢ 


Ihe EF innocency. could 
ae MeN auc fecurd from Sauls 


tp»! 
LOH malice; Danid had not} 


beeneperfecuted; and yet vader 
that wicked King, aged Samuel 


‘dies in his bed. That there| 


might be no place for enuy, the 
good Prophet had retyred him- 


felfe to the Schooles, Yet hee} 


that-hated Dawid, for -what. hee 


fhouldbee, did no leffe hate Sa-| 
youel for what hee had beene. | 
Euen in the mid{t of Sauls ma- | 
lignity, there remained in his| 


heart 


FXG FREERIDE | 
| Nabal anid Abigail | 
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| God: curberl:, che rage ‘of: his 
{moft violent qnémics,(ows ais chey | 


| cheiecorne to the éuea, but fave | 


heart: imprefions of avtalnefle 
vnto Samuel: hee feared; where 
he loved nor: “The relteaiat of | 


catitior. doe: their” wortt. ‘As : 
good husbands, doe not: pucall! - 


fome for {ced, foddoth God cugr | 
inthe -worttparlécations. IGS 
. SAMVEL.- is: ‘dead, Dimild Ba- 
sided 7 Saul kyranizeth: i Hrael | 
hath good caude to-moupne; itis 
no faruelt if shis lanensation 
be vniderfall. sThereis noHrae- | 
lice chat feelethnatthelofleofa 
Samuel. A. godd: Proph¢uiis the! 
common rreafore, wherinedery 
gracious foitls bach a thors. That] 
matt - _— a: ” hearty 3-which 


one can: 


24 


\ not like.vnto lands inheritable. 
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withoutteares.;° tissC 
-NABAL was according to’ 


his name foolifh ;. yet rich and | 
‘mighty. Earthly poffeflions are |. 


nat alwayes accompanied with 
witand grace. Euenthe line of 
faichfull. Caleb will afford an ill- 
condition’d Nebgl. Vertue is 


All that. is raduced with the 
{cede, is either euill,or not good. 
Let -no mam: brag i 
Iewes, that he hath Abram to his 
father; God hath raifed vp of 
this {tone, afonneto Caleb. 
 DAuBEG ATL -( which figni- 


| fied her fathers ioy) had forrow 


| cnough 16 bee matched with fo 


father 


can part. with. Gods Prophet | 


the] 


| vaworthy an: husband ; If her}: 


-_ 


[ae Nala 
father had meant, fhee thould| 
haue had ioy in herfelfe, orin 


| ther life, he had not difpofed her | 

4) Ito an husband (though rich)yec} - 
‘| {fond and wicked; Iris like hee 
matried herto the wealth, not} 


{to the man. Many a childe is 
caltaway vpon riches. Wealth 


Sli our matches, fhould bee as 
“ .|fome graines or {cruples in the 
_ |balance, fuperadded to the gold | 


{of-vertuous qualities, to weigh| 
downe the fcales ; when it Is} 
made the fubftancc of the} . 
weight, and good qualities the| 
appendance, there is but’ one. 


 fearth poyfed with ‘another ;| 

‘1 | which, wherefocuer it is done} °° 
9} Jitis'a wonder, if either che chil-| 5 . 

| |dren proue not the parents for- 

<a C2 row, 
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se 
row, or the parents, theirs. . 

. NaBaAts: fheep-fhearing 
was famous; Three thoufand 
fleeces mult needes :require:ma- 
ny hands ; néither is any thing 
more plentiful commonly chen 
a Churles feaft; Whata world 


| was this, that thenoble Cham-| 


pion & Refcuer of Ifrael; Gads 
Anoynted,is driuen to fendtoa 
bafe Carle for victuals ?-Iris no 
meafuring of men. by the depth 
ofthe purfe, by outward. pro- 
{perity. Servants are oft-times 


_ {fet on horfe-backe, whiles Prin- 


ces walkeon foot. Our eftima- 
tion mult bee: led by-their in- 


__ | ward worth, which is not alter- 
able by. time, nor: diminifbable 


| with extcrnall conditions. ::.. 
fers ue ONE 


LrB.t 4. Nabal and Abigail. | 


ONE rag ofa Danid ig mofe 


worth, then the ward-robes‘of | 
Ja ‘thoufand Nabals. ‘Fuen the j. 
beft deferuings may ‘want.: “No | 
man may be contemned for his |. 
neceflity ; perhaps] he may befo. 
much ith ae in grace, as hecis | 
poorer in cftare weihies hath 
violence of cafualty. more im- | 


pouerifhed a Dawid, then his po: 


uerty hath entithed him. -Hee, 


whofe folly Hath made himfelfe! 


miferable, is ‘iuftly . rewarded 


with. neglects but he,chat fuffers 
for ood , deftrues fo: much 
more ‘honour from othiers , as 
his diftreffe is tore. Ourcom-| 


paflic ion or refpect muft beruled, 


actotding to thie tairfe ofa ‘ano- | 


_— ae a ela 


ay aa 
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- ON good turne requires 
another; in fome cafes not hur- 
ting is meritorious :-Hee that 
| fhould examine the qualities of 
Dauids followers mult needes 


grant it worthy of a fee, that]. 
Nabgls flocks lay vntouched in} 
(Carmel ; but more, that Dauids|. 
Souldiers were Nabals. Sheep-]' 
heards ; yea, the keepers of his} 
.| fhepheards, gauethem a juftin-}- 
terelt in. that fheep-fhearing | 
feaft, juftly fhould they. haue|. 
beene {et at the vpper end of the}: 
table. That Nabals theepe were| 
fafe, he might thanke his Shep-| 
heards ; that - his. Shepheards| 
were fafe, hee might thanke De | 
wids Souldiers ; It isno {mall be | 
-|nefie that wee receiue in.a. fafe} 
acs. a ae prote- 


aed 


|’ | that ‘breake awdy’ from: their 


|) | vidtuals,will netids make hit a 


Lin.14, Nabaland Abigal, 


protection ; well may we think 

our fubftance due, where wee | 
owe ourfelues. Yee this chit- 
lith Nabal doth not-onely ‘gue: 
nothing tq Danids meflengers, - 
but which is :worfe theiino- | 
thing, ill words ; ‘Who is Diasid, | 
or who is the forsie of Iai ; There 
be many feruants now adayés, 


Matters:Dauid asked him bread, . 

he-giues him ftones., All: irael 
knew, and honored their Deli- 
ucrer; yet this Clown,to faue his 


man, either of io merits of ill ; 
either an ob{cure man, -or a Fu. 
gitiue. Nothing is'‘more cheaj 
then good. words;-thefe Nabal 
i haue given, and been ne- 
C4 ——uer$ 


30. | Gontemplations.’  Lipena 
uer the poorer }: It he had: beate 
re{glued'to (hut his hands; 4n.a 
| feare: of: Sanlls yeucng; heigl 
: baaac fa, tempered, hie ‘dotils 
) chyae.. the. repuller: mighe:: kane 
| ebgattee trom offend But 
| ngynbis. foule mouth dothnge 
lonely dgny,butseuile. I¢thanld| 
baue'becueNabals glory,thankis} - 
Taide. yesled fuck a Sasceflar . 
ea ialy haod, big bauy ies : 
him vp. to; difgrace that man; | 
wig, furpadled., bin, in’ hongur 
and-vertue, morethen Hee was 
| {upaffed by, himin vertyeand | 
cafe, Many an.onefpeaks faire, 
thacjmneanes all.,.bue when the] 
| mioneh {peakes-foules' irargues a 
| comTuPE heart ot. with S: ae 
By Bip: ae 3 1S 


ea oD tad wwe . \ 
a 


. 
me ae 


. |fhall give a. more. fearefull.ac-| 


Lrpii4é' Nabat ahd Abigail. 
his verball beuefactors, weefay 
onely, Depart in peace, warine] | 
your felues, fill your bellies, wee} 
fhallanfwer for -hypocriticall | 
ynehirirableneffe;. but.if;.wee] 
rate &curfe thofe.needy foules,| 
whom sve ougheto relecud, wet}, 


count -of:a fauage crucley , "in 
trampling on thofewhom God | 
hath humbled., If healing with 
good words bee. juftly punitha- 
ble, what torment is-there; for 
thofe that wound,wicheuill:, (| 
whilebeene in the fchole of pa- 
tierice ; hath now. his leffon to 
feek¢';: Hee, who-had happily 
digefted all the rayling and per- 
fecutions of, a:,wicked Matter 


> 
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cannot put off this affront.of a 
Nabal, Nothing can affwage his 
choler, but bloud ;, How fub: 


to weake paffions ,.and if wee 
haue the grace to ward an expe- 
| &ed blow of temptations, how 
eafily are wee furprized: with a 
‘fudden. foe. . ‘Wherefore -{erue 


holy men, but to ftrengthen vs 
againft the confcience of our 


che cuill, whereunto they Kaue 
| been mifcarried; Bat we fhould 

‘take heart to our felues, againft 
the difcouragement ef ourown 
CU a et ee 


v 


.-4 


-tietare the beft of Gods Saints|- . 


tthefe recorded’ weakneffes of | 


infirmities ? not-that.we fhould |. 
|take:courage to imitate them in | 


'... Pus wifdomeofGod hath} 
a rie . e | j {o | 


fis carefull to preuent it. 


—feuill ; wicked Nabal hath in his 


"(forgetting her fex, puts herfelfe} 


'|husband refufed to giue, thee 
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fo contrived it, that commonly 7 
(in focieties)200d is mixed with | - 


houfe a wifeand good feruant, | 
a ptudent and. worthy wife ;]. 
That wife feruant is carefull to} 
aduertife his Miftreffe of the} 
danger ; his prudent Miftreffe}. 


T 18 liues of all his family | 
werenow inhavard: fhe dares} 
not commit this bufineffe to| 


the fidelity of a meffenger, but 


into the errand ; Her foot is nat}. 
flow, ber hand, is:not empty;| 
According to the offence thee}: 
frames her fatisfaction ; Her 


brings bountiful gift; her huf-| 


_band!- 


34, Contemplation, Lrg. 14. 
| _ | band gaueill words, thee {wee-| - 
| tens them with a meeke and} _- 

~ {| humble deprecation ; Her huf-| - 
band could fay, Who » Daud? 
| thefals at his feet; her-husband 
t ‘difmifles Datuds men empty, fhe 
i ‘brings her feruants ladén wich |. - 
_ }prouifion j-asifichadbeen on- 

[ly meant: to -cafe, the repelled | . 

. | meffengers of the carriags, not] . 

- |rorfcant them:of: the required | - 
benauolence ;:No wit; no art} . 
could deuilea'more pithy and| . 
| povverfull Oratory : Asall facif- 
faction, fo-hets, ‘bepins with a 
‘confeffion, wherein thes deeply 
blameth’the folly: of -her-huf> 
band ; Shecould.norhauebeen 
agood wife, if fhee hadtor_ho- 
ouredher yvaworthy head; If 


1D 
e a ftranger 


i 
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a ftranger fhould haue termed 
him foole in ‘her hearing , hee| 
could not have gone away<in 
peace: Now to fauchis life, the 
is bold to acknowledge his fol- 
ly: Itis a good difparagement| 
that preferucth.. ‘There is the 
fame way to our.peace.in hea-| 
uen; the only meanesto efcape 
judgement, is to complainco 
our-owne vilerieffc ; thee plea- 
deth her ignorance ofthe’ fact,} 
and therein,her -freedome from] - 
the.oftence; fhehumbly craueth| _ 
Si seer ofherprefent; with} 
pardonof the fault; fhe profefi| - 
{eth Danids honorable aéts and 
merits; fhee foretels ‘his. future} 
fuccefleandglory ; fhelayesbe- 
fore him the happy-peacs ofthis| 


—foule; 


: A 
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it findes occafion to bie crofled 


_» Contemplations. Lr. a | 


|foule, in refraining from inno- | | 


cent bloud. Danids breft, which | ° 


{could not through the feeds of} | 


grace, grow toa ftubborneffein |» 


ill refolutions,cannotbut relent} 
_ {with thefe powerfull and fea-| | 
fonable perfwafions ; and now, 


in {teed of reuenge, hee bleffeth | 


God for fending Abigail to meet| 


Thim ; he bleffech Abigail for her 


councell, heebleffeth the coun- 


cell for fo wholfome efficacy, 


-|and now reioyceth more in be- 


ing ouercome with a wife and 
gracious aduice, then he. would 
haue reioyced in a reuengefull 
victory, 200 

Agood hearris eafily ftayed 


from finning, and is glad when 


in 


: ed 
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checks which areraifed within 


it felfe, do readily confpire with 


all oucward retentiues ; It neuer 
yeelded.to a wicked motion,| 
without much reludtation, and 
when it is ouercome, itis: but 
with halfe a confent; whereas 


- ‘abe and obdurate finners, 


y reafon they take full delight 
in euill,.and haue already in|: 
their conceit {wallowed. ‘the| 
pleafure of fin, abide not to bee 
refifted, running on headily, in 
thofe wicked courfes they haue| _ 
propounded,in fpight of oppo+| 
fition ; and if they bee forcibly 
ftopped.in their way.they grow |. 
fullen and mutinous.: Danid 
had nor only vowed,bur deeply 


{wor ne: 


ay. 


\ 
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all ‘his faniily, ‘to’ the very dog 
that:lay at his ‘doore; yer now 
| Ke praiferk'God, that hath-giuen 
[the occafionr and grace!x8 vio- 


loté it. ° Wicked’ vowesiare ill] 


‘|made,; but:worfe kept » Our 


tongue cannot 'tye vs ‘to -com- | 


nit’ finne- Good met thinke 


themfelues' ‘happy , that fince 


tHey:had ‘not the gtace to deny | 


fini; yet chey*had not the oppor- 
eurlity to accomplith it. [f sbigail 


had fir ftill av liome, Daaid had] : 


fitined, andthehad dyed’: Now 
Ker ‘dilcrecé ddiionition® hath 
preferaed het from the {word, 
| anddiverced him from: bloud- 

fhed! And‘néw,wharthankes, 
what betiedi€tons hath ‘thee for 


Lyrsitrsg 
fworne the death of Nabal, arid 


| this 


t 
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laa SRE a Se: Sate 
this feafonable Councel]., How 
fhould it eneourage vs ‘to ‘ad- 
monifh our: brethren ;:to {ee 
thar if wee preuaile ; wee haue 
bleflings from them ; if. we pre} 
uailenot, we liaue yet bleflings| 
from God, and chankes of our| 
ownehearts. 
_. How nieere: was Nabal to a 
mifcheefe, and petceiues it not? 
Dauid was.comming.at the foot 
of the hill ro cut his throat, 
while hee was. feafting; in his 
houfe without feare’;; Little doe 
Gnners know, how neere their 
iollity: is td. perdition. . Many: 
time judgement is at the thre- 
hold, whiles'drunkenneffe and 
furfet are at the boord. Had hel 
beene any other then a Nabal,he} 
| —  D had_ 


wee 
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had not-fate downeto feaft, till 
he had beene fure of his peace 
with Danid; either riot to expect 
danger, ornotto -cleareit, was 
fottith'; ‘So foolifh'are carnall 
men, that giue themfelues ouer 
to. their pleafures, whiles there 
are deadly quarrels depending 
againft them in Heauen. There 
is nothing wherein wifdome is 
morefeene, then inthe temipe- 
rate vie of profperity.. A Nabal 
cannotabeund, but he muft be 
drunke and furfer; Excefle is a 
trucargument offolly: We vfe 
tofay; that When drinke. is in, 
wit is out; but if wit-werenot 
out, drinke wouldinot bein. . 
It was no time to aduife Na- 
bal, while his reafon was drow- 
a ned 


ese > re es ee ee led 


a al 


ora ftone is as capable of good 
councell, as a Drunkard, Oh 
that .the nobleft Creature 


a Man. . Thofe that hauero doe 


_|with -drinke or phrenzy, muft] 
_|be gladto watch .times ; So did 


| |Mbigail, who the next morning 


rr Crotty €¢o = _ 


|prefents to her husband , the 


view of his faules,of his danger; 
He then fees how neere hee was 


to death, and fele itnot. That/ 


worldly mindc is fo apprehen= 
fiue of the death chat fhould 


-|haue beene, as that hee dies, to 


~Ithinke he had liketo haue dyed; 


Whowouldthinkamancould| 
| D2 bee 


| [Esra Nabaland Abigail | a1 


» |fhould fo farreabafe himfelfe,as|_ 
' {fora little liquor, to lofe the vfe] 
of thofe faculties, whereby heis| 


7. 


bee fo affected with a danger] - 


_ | tiow as a ftone; hee was then] 


_|haue been, and is ftricken dead. 
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paft, and yet fe fenceleffe of a} 
future, yea imminent ? He that). 
was yelter-night as a beaft, is| 


ouer-merry now dead and lum-|_ 
pifh ; Carnall hearts are euerin 
extremity. If they bee once 
downe, their defection is.defpe- 
rate, becaufe they haue no i- 
ward comfort, to mitigate their 
{forrow ; What difference there 
was betwixt the difpofition o 
Daaid and Nabal? How oft had 
Danid beencin the valley of the 
fhadow of death, and feared no 
euill ? Nabal is but once put in 
minde of a death that might 


‘cis juft with God, that they 


_ who 


| his death, whofe reformation | 
ttcould not effect ; fhee meant 
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who liue without grace, fhould 
dye without comfort ; neither 
can we expect better, while wee 
goe on in our fins. Thef{peech 
of Abigail {mote Nabal into a 
qualme;that tongue had doubt- 
leffe oft aduifed him well, and 


preuailed not ; now, occafions 


nothing but his’ amendment; 
God méantto makethat louing 


‘{Inftramenc the ticanes of his 


reuenge: fhe {peakes, and God 
trikes ; within ten dayes, that 
{wound ends in death. - And 
now Nabal payes deare for his 


vacharitable reproeh ; for his. 
tiotous excefle ;-.Fhat God;| 


which would not fiaffer Danidto 


D3 sO right 
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right himfelfe. by _ his owne 
{word, takes the quarrel] of -his 
Seruant into his owne hand; 


| Dawid hath now his ends with- 


out fin ; reioycing in the juft 
Sano of God,who ‘would 
analy fuffer him to fir nnein re- 


can xt 9 and ies howe to pu- 


nifhthac juftly,which wecould 


‘not vndertake with wronging 
God , ‘more then men haue 


wronged vs. He thar faith, ene 
geanceis mine, I vill repay, repayes 
oft-times when we ‘haue forgi- 
ues when we haue forgotten , 

~ «and 
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and cal; cals to. reckoning after our | 
difcharges ; -Te. is os 
offending any fiuorite of him, | 
| whofe difpleafure and. reucnge| 
is euerlafting. | | 
How farre God ene be-| 
yond our, purpofes? . Abigail | 


came only.ito plead: for: an ill | 


husband; and,now Gad makes | : 
this iourneya:preparation: for.a{ 
better ;. So-that in one:adt; thee | 


preferud an ill thusband); and 


wonnea geod-one for the fn- | 
: | ture; Danid: well  renyembers | 
: Ther comely perfon, her: wife} 
- |fpeeches, hee gracefull carriage ; | 
and now,when modefty found | 


it {cafonable, he fendes to fue 
to: her, which had beene his 
a the intreated for her 
: D4. husband 


4s. 
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7 husband; Danid creates with ash 
for his wife ; ; herrequett was to] 
efcape his fword, hee. wifheck 
her to his. bed; It-was a faire 
{uite to change a Danid fora 
‘Nabal ;..to ‘beconie Dahids| 
Qacéne, in. fteed) of -Nabals| 
drudge thee that:learned ‘hu-| 
‘miliievader te hard.a Futeria- 
bafech her felfe no leffe whet 
‘Dauid-offers to aduance her) 
|( Let thine hand-maid be:a fer-| 
uant to wath the feer of the fer-| 
uants ofmty -Lord:)' None:are 
fo fit ro be great; as: thofe- that | 
can ftoope loewlt:: ‘How could | 
Daaid be more happy i ina wife: 
| he finds-at once prety, wifdom, 
humility, faithtulnes, wealch; 
ae > How could Abigail bee 
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more happy in an husband, | - 
then inthe Prophet, the Cham- 
| pion, the Anoynted of God | 
Thofe mariages.are well made, 
wherein vertues are mat- 
ched, and happinefle 


<< ismucuall 
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ATO = | 
» Dawid and of nica 


Tae 5 Qop. motions siles e 
fall into wicked | 

| harts, are like fome | 

SS) foarks that fall from 

the flint and fteele, into wet | 
tinder ; lightfome for the time, | 
but fone out, After Sauls teares | 
and proteftations, yet is he now | 
againe, in the wildernes with | 
threethoufand mento huni af. | 
ter inocent Danid : How in-} 
uincibleis the charity and loy-| - 
alry of an honeft hart? The} 


fame hand that {pared Saul in 
| the! 


y 


ithe field ; The fame hand that: 


| fters garment ; caryed away his 


| faid ( Bleffed are thou my-fonne|_ 


et Oe 


the caue, {pares him fleeping in 


cut away the lappe of his mai- 


{peare; thac{peare,which might 
as well haue caryed away, the 
life of the owner, is only born 
away fora proofe of the fideli- 
ty of the bearer. Still Saul is. 
ftrong, but Dasid. victorious, 
and triumphs :ouer the ‘malice: 
of his perfecutor; Yet ftill the 
victor flyeth, from him whom| 
hehath ouercome; A manthat 
fees; how farre Saal was tranf- 
ported, with: his rancorous: en-. 
uy,cannot but fay, thathee was} 
nevermote mad: then when he] | 

was fober;For cucn after he had 


Dauid 
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| Daatd,thou fhalt do great things 
and alfo preuaile;) yet ftill hee 
purfues him; whom hee grants 
affured to preuaile ; what is this 
but to refolue: to loofe his la- 
bourin finning? and in {pighe 
of himfelfe to offend? How 
fhamefull is our inequality of 
difpofition to good? We know 
wecannot mifle-of the reward 
of well-doing, and yet doe it 
'not; whiles wicked men caft 
jaway-their endequours vpon 
thofe ‘euill .proicéts, whereof 
they..are fure to :faile; finne 
|blindes the eyes ‘and hardens 
{the heart, and thrufts men into] ~ 
wilfall. mifchiefes; : how. euer 
dangerous, how euer impofh- 

' | ble;.and neuer leaues them till}. 

a : It 
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| laft beginsto bend vader this 
triall;:and refolues fo to flee 
‘\from> Sani, as: thac hee runnes 
fromthe Church of God, and 
whiles he will auoyde the ma- 
lice of his mafter, ioynes ‘him- 
{elfe with Gods enemies. : The 
greateft Saints vpon earth, are 
not.alwayes vpon the fame 
pitch of {pirituall ftrength ,; H 
that fometimes {aid (I will not} 
be affraid for ten thoufand,now 

— {aies, 
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{ - — |faies, I thall perifl one day ‘by 
{the hand of Sau] ) He had wont | © 
to confult with God, now hee 
faics. thus in ‘his owne hart; 
How. many cuident - experi- 
ments had Danid of Gods deli- 
uerances; how certaine. and 
-clearepredictions of his future] 
| Kingdome; howinfallible ear- 
neft was the holy oyle,.where- 
with hee was anoynted, of the 
crowneof Ifrael 2 And yet (Da- 
uid {aid in his heart, I fhall now 
perifh oneday by the hand. of 
Saul : The beft faith, is but: like 
I thetwy-light, mixed with fome: 
| degrees of darkneff, &infideliy; | 
We doe vtterly mifreakon. the 
greateft carthly holineffe, :ifwe 
_fexenaptit fromm infirmities ;Icis| 
| not 


“| him ;Goe ferue other Gods; yet 
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not long {ince Dauid told Saul, 
that thofe wicked: enemies. of 


his, which caft-him out from] 


abidin gin the inheritance: 


|the Lord, did as good as bid 


nowis.he gone from the inhe 
ritance of God, into.the land of 
the Philiftims; That Saad might 
feeckehim:no more, hee. hides 
himfelfe out of the lifts of thie 
Church, where'a' good man 
would not looke: for him: 
Once before had: Dauid fled to} 
this Achifh, when hee was glad 


to fcrabbleon thedoozes, and | 


let his {pittle fal vpon his beard,| 


in a femblanceof madneffe,that 
he might efcape; yet now ina 
femblance of friendfhip, is hee 


returned’ 


$4 
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returned to favethat life, which 


he wasin.danger to haue loft in | 
I{rael , Goliab the Champion of } 


the: Philiftims ,- whom. Danid 


flew, was-ef Gath ;' yét -Danid 
dwells with Acbifh King, of the} 


| Philiftims: in. :Gath ; Enien a- 
‘modngft them. whole fore-skins 
he had ‘prefenced to Saul,by two}. 


hundreds at once, doth ‘Danid 
choofe to refide for fafety: 
How/focuerit was 4 weakenefle 
in Danid, thus by his league of 
amity to ‘ftrengthen the ene- 
mies of God, yet dotlinat.God 
take aduantage of it for his o- 
uerthrow, but giues hit ‘pro- 
tection, euen® where: his’ pre- 


| fence offended; and gites: him 


fauour where Linsielie bore iuft]. 
be hatred ; | 


Lisir4. Dand-and Achifh: . 
hatred ;. Oh. the intinite: paci- 
ence and mercy ef our God, 
who doth geod to. vs for qur 
euill, and inthe very act of our 
prouocation .vpholdeth:;: yea, 
bleffeth. vs with preferustion. - 
| -CouldS2y/ haue rightly con- 
| fideréd it,-hee had found. it no 
{mall loffe and impaitiag ta his 
kingdeme, that. fo -valiant.a 
Captaing; attendéd: with-faze 
hundred able foldiers; and their 
familiesthould forfake hisland, 
and ioyne:with his enemies; yet 
heis not.quiert{]]. he haueabaa-' 
doned his owneftyength ::The 7 
world hath none fo great ene-{ 
my toa wicked man, as him- 
{elfe ; hishands cannot be held 
from his owne mifchiefe; hee 


. 


E will 
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wilh needs make his friends,enc- | 
mies ; his enemies ,.-victors ; 
himfelfe, miferable. | 
 Davep was too wife, to 
caft himfelfe into the hands of 
aPhiliftim King, without affu- 
raice ; What‘ affurance:could 
hee haue but ‘promifes:? Thofe, 
Danid had from Saal abundant- 
ly, ‘and trufted them nor; Hee 
dares’ truft-the fidelity.of'a Pa- 
| gan, hee dares’ not truft the 
vowes ofa King of -Ifrael ; 
| There may bee fideliry. without 

the Church sand falfhood with- 
Jin: Ic need-not -beeany:newes|_ 
to‘finde fome Turks. true, and 
fome Chriftians faithleffe:: : 
- ‘Even vnwife men are 
taught by. experience’,: -how 
ree : much 


seen . 


|Lip.s4. Daud wal ," ii 


{ mueh mofethey, who hauewie| 
to learnewithoutit.? Denidhad| 
well found;: what it was to liue) 
in a Court ; Hetherfore,whom. 
jenuy droue from the Court of 
{Ifrael, voluntarily declines the 
Philiftim Court; and faes fora 
country-habitation ; IrHad not 
beeae-pollible. for {9 ‘hored a} 
ftranger, after fo. mucly:Phik- 
ftimi-bloud fhed, to liucdong in 
{uch eminency:, amdngft: che 
préafe of thofe, whofe fons;' or 
brothers; or fathers, of alliesjhe} 
had flaughtered, withoutddme| 
perilous machinationy of “his 
ruing; therforehe makes fuit for! 
an.¢arely. remaue :: (For why: 
fhouwld thy ferdant. dwell inthe 
cheefe: City of the Kingdome 


E.2 with: 
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 “atiadlik: sencedienneeenanaanaeE 
with thee?) Thofe that would 
ftand fure, mutt not affect. too 
much height, or confpicuity ; 
Thetall Cedars are moft fubieét 
to windsand lightnings,whiles | 
the fhrubs of the valleyes ftand 
vnmooued ; Much greatnefle 
doth but makea fairer marke 
foreuill ; There is true firm- 
neffe and fafery in mediocrity. 
| How rarely is it feene, that a 
man lofeth by his modefty ? 
{| The:change fell out well to Da- 
|uid of Ziklag, for Gath; Now 
he hath a City of his owne ; All 
Ifrael,, where he was anoynted, 
\afforded him not fo much pof- 
| {effion : Now. the City, which 
| Was ancientlyafligned to Tudah, 
| returnes to the iuft Owner; and 
# 1S 


a ye ee Re img Te ee 


is by this meanes entayled.to 


{the Crowne of Dauids Succef- 


fours. Befides,that now mighe 


Dauid liue outof the fight; and 


hearing of the Philiftim Idola. 
tries, and enioy God no leffe in 
the wals of a Philiftim-City, 


theninan I fraclisifh wilderneffe;. 
| withall, an happy opportunity 


was now opened to his friends 


of Iftael, to refort vnto his ayd ; 
the heads of the thoufandsthat 


gS ee eg he gn St eee el ee gee 


a . 


were of Manaffeb,and many va-| 


liant * To -of the. other. 


Tribes, fell‘dayly to him, and 
raifed his fix hundred followers 
to an army, like the Hoft of 


God. The deferts of Ifraekcould | 


neuer haue yeelded: Danid fo 


great an aduantage :- Thar |. 


: —_—- 


Es ~~ God,! 


ica wae ee 
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‘God, whofe the.earth is, makes 
room for his own.euery- where; | 
and oft-cimes prouideth them a } 
forraine home, more kindely 
theniche natitie; Ic is no-macter 
for change of our foyle, fo wee 
change not our God ; If wecan 
eutry-whereacknowledgehim, 
hee will no where bee wanting | 
COWS. 
_:Ie was not.for Gods Cham-} - 
pionta beidle s no fooner is he} 
freefrom Sauls fword, then hee 
beginsast offenfiue war again{t] 
the Amalekites,Girzites,Gefhu- | 
rites; Hee knew. thefe Nations 
braided by God to deftruction; 
beieher could his iacreafing ar- 
| my ibe, maintained with a lisee ; 
| By ane act therefore, he both.re- 


uenges | 


— [ty, alters the ftate of any as 
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uenges for God, and prouides. 
forhis Hoft. Had it not-beene 
for that old quarrel, which 
God had with this people, Da- 
uid could not be excufed froma: 
bloudy cruelty, in. killing} 
whole Countries, onely for the 
benefit of the fpoyle:. Now-his. 
Souldiers were .at once,:Gods 
Executioners , and. their owne 
Forragers.. The interuention of 
acommand from the Almigh- 


and. makes that worthy-of| 
praife, which els were no better | 
then damnable. “Itis now-Iu: 
{tice , which were otherwife 
jmurder ; The will of God-is 
the rule of good; what néede 
we enquire into other reafons, 
| E4 of} 


aaa 
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of any act or determination, 
when wee heare it comes from 
Heauen? | ee 
-- How many hundred yceres 
had this brood of Cananites li- 
ued fecurely in their Country ; 
fince God commanded them to 
bee rooted out, and now pro-| 
mifed themfelues the certaineft| 
peace? ‘The: Philiftims were}: 
their friends, if not their Lords,; 
The Ifraelites had their. hands 
full, neither did they know. any 
grudge betwixt them and their 
neighbours, when fuddenly the 
{word of Ddwid.cuts thém off, 
and leaues none aliut to tel the 
Mewes, 0 en 
- THe re isnofatey in pro- 
traCuon ; with men, delay. cau- 
oe 7 feth: 
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fech forgetfulneffe,or abatesthe| 

force of anger’; as all violent 

motions are weakeftat the fur- 

theft ; bur with him; to whom 

{all cimes are prefent, what can 

be gained by prorogation ? A- 

las, what can it preuaile any of 

| the curfed {ced-of Canaan, that 

they hatie made a truce with 

Heauen,and a league. with Hell: 

Their day. is comming, and is 

notthe furcher off, becaufe they. 

MsgraBce were the ftraits 

4 of Danid:; while he was driven, 

not. oniely.stomaintaine his ar- 

_ {amy by-fpoyle, but tocolour his 
| fpoyle:by: a finfull: diffemulati- 

~ fon; Hetels Acbifh, that he had 

beene rouing againf:the — _ 
a O 
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of Iudah, andthe South of the 

Ierahmedlites, and the South of} 

the Kenites ; .cither. falfely , or 

| doubefully,, fo as hee meant to 

deceiue him, vnder whom hee 

liued yand by whem hee was 

trufted :. If Achifh were a. Phili- 

-  |ftim, yethee was Dauids frend, 

yea his Patron ; and if hee had 

beene neither , it had nor be-| 

comne. Danidto bee falfe.. The 

infirmities of Godschildrenne- 

| uer appeare, but in-their: extie- 

mities.;. levis hard:for the belt} 

man,to fay, how far he will:‘bee| - 

tempted: df man wil put him, 

felfeamong Philiftims,heecan- 

| not. promife to come: forth: in 
nocent.. 

| How. af y ne lati 

) - that 
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that which we wilh ; The more 
credit Achifh giues vnto: Dauid, 
the more finit was to decciuc| 
him.. And now the conceit of. 
this ingagement, procures him 
a further feruice. The Phili- 
{tims are affembled to fight 
with Hraecl ; Achifh dares cruft 
Danid on his fide; yea, to keepe 


his-head for euer; neither can 


Daaid do any lef{e then promife| 


his ayd againft:his owne fleth : 
Never was Daeaid, in all his life, 
deiuen to: fo'hard an exigent:. 
neuer-was hee. fo extremely per- 
plexed ; For what {hould he do 
now ? To fight with Achi/h, he 
_| wastyed by promife, by merit ; 
Noeto fight againft Ifrael, hee 
wastyod by his-calling, by his: 


vnction ; 


TT 
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vnétion ; Norto fight for .A- 
chifh, wereto bee vnthankfull ; 
To fight againtt Ifracl, were to 
be vnnaturall; Oh what an in- 
ward battlemuft Danid needes 
haucinhis breft,when hethinks 
of this battle of Iftael, and the 
Philiftims ; How doth he wifh 
now, that hee had rather ftood 
to the hazard of Sauls perfecuti- 
on, then to haue'put himfelfe 
vpon the fauour.of Achifh ; Fle 
muft fight on one fide, and on 
whether fidefoeuer hee fhould 
fight, he could not aueyd:to be 
treacherous ; a condition worfe 
then death, toan honeft heart , 
| which way hee would hauere- 
folued, if ithad:comne to the 
execution, who can know, fince 
ae | him- 
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himfelfe was:doubrfull? either 
courfe had beeneno better then| . 
defperate. How could thelfra- 
elites eucr haue receiued him for 
their King, who in the open 
field, had fought againft them >| 
And eee if hee: would 
haue fought againft his frend, 
for his enemy ; againft Achi/h 
for Saul, he was now inuironed 
with jealous Philiftims, ; :and| _ 
ight. rather :looke for the pu- 
eas of his treafon, then 
theglory of avictory.. | 
Hrs: heart had led. him into} - 
| thefe ftraits ; the Lord findes al — 
way to lead him out: The fug- 
geftions of his enemies do here- 
in befrendhim; The Princes of 
the Philiftims (whether of en} 
| | _ uy, 


a Seen on il 


| 
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wy, of fufpition)plead for Danids 
| difmiflion, (Send this fellow back, 
shat he may goe againe to bis place, 
which: chon baft appoynted hrm, and 
les hima not goe downe to the battle, 
\left be be an adyerfary to vs.) No 
aduocate could haue faid-more; 
(himfelfe durft not haue fayd fo 
much: Oh the wifdome,, and 
goodireffe of our.God, that can 
raife vp anaduerfary to.deliuer 
out. of thofe euils,. which our 
frends cannot. That. by’ the 
{word of anenemy, canlet out 
that apoftume,. which no Phy- 
fician could tell: how. to cure: 
It would be wide with vsfom- 
times, ifit-were not for others 
malice 0 ee 
| There could not bee amore 
ju 
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ee Amey 


army of: Philiftims: The true 
feruants of Godare in their due 
places, when they are in oppo- 
fition to -his-enemies.. Profil 
on of hoftility becomes them] - 
betterthen-leagues.of amity. ~ | 
Ver Adbifrlikes Danids con- 
uerfation:and. prefence fo well, 


j that he prafeffcth himfelfe plea- 
| fed with him, as withan Angell 
‘of God; Haw flraage it is to 
[heare, that.a Philitins thould! : 
|delighe ini; thae.“hely,.man,} 
Ww hom an-Hraelite, abhars, and 
| fhould be lathto heguis of De 
ad, whom Saul hath- expelled. 


Termes’ 


pe 
go | “Cumereplations.. Lips 14 


Termes of ciuility‘be equally o- 
peri toall ‘religions, to all pro-, 
feffions: The common graces } 
of Gods‘children , are. able to 
attract Foue froraithe moft ob- | 
ftinate enemies of goodnefle ; 
Ifweaffect hem forby-refpects 
of valour, wifdome, difcourle, 
wit, itis their praile, not ours; } 
{| Butif for diuine gract-and reli- 
gion, itis‘our praife with theirs. 
- Sv CH now wasiDaaids con- 


| dition, that hee muft plead for 


| chat he feared and argue againit 
| thac whith hee defired : (What 


bane Idone 2? and what baft then 


| found in'thy ferwant, that L-may not 
: goe, aad fight a aint the enemies of | 
{my Lord the King? ) Neuer. any'| 
| newes could bee more cordiall} 
5 8 - to 
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to him then this, of his difmifhi- | 


jon; yet mutt he feeme to ftriue 


again{tic, with an importunate 
profeflion of his forwardneffe 
to thacact; which hcemoft de- 
telted. -: es 

One degree of diflimulation 


| drawes onanother;thofe which 


haue once giuen way toa faulty 


courfe,cannot cafily,eicher {top | 


or turnebacke,; bucareina fort 
forced to fecond their ill begin- 
nings, with worfe proceedings. 
Ic isa dangerous and miferable 


thing, to caft our felues into | 


thofe actions, which draw with 
them anccefliry, either of offen- 
ding, ormifcarriage. ~ 


F&F «Saul 


Pi oe 


Saul and the Witch of 

— Endor.’ | 
1V ew the worlt 
men.may fomtimes 
NV=x)| make head againft 
FEENY fome finnes. San 
hath expelled the Sorcerers 
out of the land of Ifrael ; and 
hath forbidden magicke vpon 
paineof death. He that had no 
care toexpell Satan out of his 
owne heart, yet will feeme to}: 
| driue him out of his kingdome. 
That wee {ee wicked men op- 
pofe themfelues to fome finnes, 
, | | there 


anger. fent them, nor of thofe| 
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there is neither. maruell,: ‘nor 
comfort init : No doubt Satan 


what cares heto be banifhed in 
forcery, whiles he is entertained 
in malice ? He knew and found 
Saul his; whiles he refilted; and 
{miled to yeeld thus farre vnto 


\his vaflall:: if wee quit riot all 
| finnes,he will be conterit wee 


fhould, either abandon or per- 
fecutefome: 3 ae 
Where is no place for holy 
feare, there will be place for. the 
feruile; The graceleffe heart: of 
Saul was aftonied at the Phili-| 
ftims ; yet was neuer miouéd at | 
the frowns of that God, whofe 


finnies of his, which procuted 
t. 2 F2 them! 


madefportat this edict of Saal; | 
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them. Thofethat cannot feare 
for loue, fhall tremble for feare: | 
and how much better is awe 
ithen terrer? preuention. then| 
confufion? There is nothing 
more lamentable to fee a man 
laugh when hee fhould feare; 
{God fhall laugh when fuch a 
ones fearecommeth: «=. . | 
_Extremiry of diftreffe, will 
fend cuen the prophaneft man 
to God; like as a: drowning 
man, reacheth out his hand to} 
that bow,which he contemned | 
whiles hee ftood fafe on the 
banke ; Saul now asketh coun- 
{ell of the Lord; whofe Prophet| 
| he hated, whofe priefts he flue, 
whofe anoynted he perfecutes;| 
Had Seal confulted with God 
oe. og ae when 


when he fhould, this cuill had 
not beene,; but now, if this & 
uill had not beene; he had con. 


fulted with God; The thanke | 
of this aét is due, not him, but | ' 
to his affection ; A forced piety | 


is thankelefle, and vnprofita- 
ble; God will not.anfwere him 
neither by dreames, nor by v- 
rim, norby Prophets. Why. 


| fhould God anfwer, that man: 
|by dreames, who had refitted! 


him waking? Why fhould he 
anfwerhim by vrim, that had 


laine his Priefts?: Why fhould | 7 | 


he anfwer him by Prophets, 


who hated the Father of che} ’ : 
Prophets; rebelled againft the} — 


word of the Prophets? 


|. > Ieis-an vynreafonable: vae- 


F3 


qualiry! | | 
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quality to hope to finde God 
Jacour command, when wee 
would not be athis;To looke 
[that God fhauld regard our 
-|voyce in trouble, when wee| 
would not regard his, in peace. 
Vato what mad fhiftes.: are 
men driven by defpaire2-If God 
will noc anfwer, Satan fhall; 

( Sua} faidtohis feruants, feeke]} 
mea woman that hath 3 famili-| 
-|arfpirit ) I£Sau/had nor known 
this, courfe Diuelifh, ‘why did 
he decree to banifh it, co mula 
ic with deach >- yet now .againft 
the. fireame. of his con{cience, | 
she will {ecke ta thofe whom he 
had condemned; There needs 
no other iudge of Sauls 20 then | 
himfelf; had hee. not. before 


|Lrp.14. San] and the Witch esc. | 


oppoted this finne, he had.not 
fo haynoufly finned in com- 
mitting ic; There cannot beea 


_| more fearefull figne of an heart 
|giuen vp to a reprobate fence, 


then ro caft iefelfe wilfully into 
thofe finnes, which it hath pro- 


{claimed.to.deteft.. The declina- 
tons.to euill are many times in-. 


\{enfible, but:when. it -breakes 


forth into fuch.apparane effects, 
euen others cies may difcerne it; 
What was Saul the better to 


| fore-know the iffue of his ap- 
| proaching bareaile? if this¢on- 
fultation could haue ftrength- 
ned: him againft his enemies, 


or.promoted his: victory; there 
might have bene fonie:colour 
fori fouleanad ; Now; what 


7 


‘ 
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ery hee gaine, but the fatif- 
| fying of his boorleffe curiofity:;: 
in fore-{eeing that, which hee 
fhould not bia ableto auoyd? - 
|. Foolifh men ginea: way 
their fouiles-for nothing; The 
itch of impertinent and ynpro- 
Gtalsle knowledge, hath beene 
| the -heriditary diftroyer of the 
fonnes of Adamand Exe; How 
| many haue perifhed:to Lone 
that whiclyhath pracured their 
\perifhing ». How ambitious 
| fhould wee bee e know thofe 
jthings, the knowledge wherof 
lis eternal life. . 
i Manya. lewd. ans are a 
put #0; which ferue wicked ma 
WMters-; one while Seuls. feruants | 
| are fet: ra kall innecene: Dasid ; 
eae as anothet : 
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anorher while,cofhedthe blood 

lof Gods. Prietts: ‘and: now they 
 Tmuft gocfecke fora Witch: Ic is 

no {mall happineffe.to attend 
jthem, from: whom we may re- 

‘| ceiue precepts auheampls of 

| vertue. : 
Had Sail lets good; he had ae 
needed. no -difgnife;. Honeft} ~ 
actions neuer. fhame the.doeis ; 

Now «hat hee goeth. about.a 

| finfullbufineffe, hee .cliangeth 
 |himfelfe; he feekes.the thelrer 

of the: night, hetakes but rwo]. 
followers. with him. Itis:true, | 
that. if: Sui had. comne in ‘the 
porrofiaKing, che Witch. had 

las much diffembled hrer.condi:| 
[tian asnow he diffembleth his}} - 

| Lesa not.only. defire. . 
Pets | fpec 


eon 


{peed, but guiltinefle that thus: 
yetare afhamed to beethought 


fuch asthey:defireto be. - 


to anythingi-: 2. joc. | 
|... Noetwitkfanding, the pe-| 
| remptory edict of Seul, rhereare| 


L1z.14. ... Constemplations. 


alered his habit;{uch is the pow- 
er of confcience,thareuen thofe 
who are moft affected: to cuill, 


Saul needed another face to 
fic that tongue, which fhould 
fay (Coniecture to-me by the 
familiar {pirit, and bring me vp 
whom I fhaltname vnto thee;) 
Anobduratcheartcan giue way | 


till Witches in Hrael:: Neither 
good lawes nor. carefull: execu: 
tions, can. purge ché Church} 


ftillbe fome. that. will ieopard 


their 


airs 


L13.14. Saul and the Witch,eoc, 
their heads vpen the grofleft 
fins; No garden can bes fo cu- 
rioufly tended,that there fhould 
not be one weed lefc:in it. Yet 
{o farre can good ftatutes, and 
due ipflictions of punifhment 
vpon offenders ,.preuaile. that 
mifcheeuous perfons are glad} 
to pullin their heads; and dare 
not dpe ill, but in. difguife and’ 
— |datkneffe: Icis.no fmall aduan-: 

tage. of Iuftice, that‘ic. afftights| 
| fan, if ic cannot be expelled; As} 


contrarily, wofull-is the condi-} 
tion. of that place, where is a] 
publique profeffion of wicked.) 
This Wicclt was na leflecraf- | 
ty then wicked ; fhehadbefere| - 
(asis like) bribed Officers. to] 


efcapel 


3 
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efcape inditement, lurke in fe- 
crecy ; and now fhee¢ will nor 
worke her feats without {ecuri- 


ty: ; -her-fufpition ait ah the 


| worlt; (Wherefore feekef? thon to 
| take me in a fnare,tocanfe me to dye?). 


Oh vaine Sorcerefle, that could 


bee wary to auoyd the punith- 


{ ment of Sani, carelefle to auoyd 
| the judgement of God; Could 


wee fore-thinke what our finne 
wouldcoft vs,we durft not,bur 
bee.innocent: This is a good 
and feafonable anfwer for-vs,to: 
make vnto Satan, when he folli- 
Cites vs to euill (Wherefore feckeft 
thon to take wie ing (nares ‘to cafe. 
me to dye?) Nothing is more 
fure then this intention inthe’ 
tempter, then this cuent in the' 
ee ‘iffue; ; 


Lipit4. Saal and the Witch,exe. 

iffue:; Oh that we could but fo 
_|much feare the eternall’ paines, 
as wee doe thetemporary, and 
bee but fo carefull:to faue our 
{oules from torment, as ourbo- 


| dies, | ae 
+ No fooner hath Saal fworne| - 
her fafety, then fhee addreffeth} 
her to her forcery ; Hope ofim- 
series on finne with 

oldneffe; were it not for the 
| delufions of falfc promifes, Sa-} _ 
tan fhould haue no Clients) 
Could Sau/be fo ignorant, as to} 
\thinkethat Magick had power 
ouer, Gods deceafed Saints, to 
jraifethem vp; yea,to call them 
_ |downe from their reft? Time 
/ | was, when Sasi was among th 
|Prophets, And yet now, tha 
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|heis in the impure lodg ef Di- 
uels, how fenceleffe hejs,to fay, 
‘Bring me cup Samael ? It is no.rare 
‘{thing, to lofe euen. our wit and 
judgement together with gra- 
ces ; How jultly are they giuen 
ouer to fortifhineffe, that haue 

giuen themfelues ouer to fin? | 
The Sorcereffe (it feemes) ex- 
ercifing her coniurations in a 
roameapart, is informed by her} 
| familiar, who it was chat fet her 
on wotke ; fhee can therefore 
finde time, .in the midft of her 
exorciftnes, to binde the affu- 
rance of her owne fafety, by ex- 
 [poftulation, Shee cryed witha loud 
| oayce, Why baft thou deceined mee, 
for thon are Saul,)T¥ he very name 
of Saul was an.accufation ; Yet 


— —- — =a <n 
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is hee fo far from ftriking his 
breft, that doubting left this 
feareof the Witch, fhould inter- 
rupt the defired worke, hee en-| 
courages:-her, whom he fheuld 
haue condemned; (Be not afraid;) 
He that had more caufeto feare, |. 
for his owne fake,in an expecta-} 
tion of juft judgement, ES 
vp her, that feared nothing but 
himfelfe : How ill doth ic be«| 
come vs, to giue that counfell 
to others , whereof wee haue 
more need and vfe in our owne} — 
perfons? ne 
- Asonethathad morecareto| 
fatisfic his curiofity then her fu- 
fpicion, heasks, What [awe/t then! 
Who would not haue looked, 
that Sauls hawe fhould haue we 
| “ed 


so. . (ontemplations.-” Lis.14| - 
red on his head, to heareof a| ° 
fpirit raifed ? His finne hath fo 
hardened him, that hee rather 
pleafeshimfelfeinit,which hath 
nothing in it but horror ; So far 
is Satan contentto defcend to 
J the feruice of his feruants, thar 
he will approuchis fained obe- 
dience to their very outward 
fences ; Whac forme is fo glori- 
ous, that hee. either cannot, or 
dare not vndertakex Here Gods | 
afcend out of the earth ; Elfe-} 
where Satan transformes him | 
into an Angell of light; What} 
wonder is it,that his wicked In- 
ftruments appearc like Saints in 
their hypocriticall diffimulati- | 
jon? If wee will beeiudging by 
theappearance, we fhalt be fure’ 


on to 


| Worthy to bee deceiuéd, decing] 
| | Elee that would ‘not: worthip 


| his. refuge in ttead of Ged ; his 
1 Prim was darkacffe, his Prophet 
Here omar i nt 
{fults with Satan, worthipshim, 
i though hee bow tot, :neither: 
{doth that euill {pirit defire any 


Lyp.r4 Saul and phe Wig 087 
toerre:No cic could diffinguifh | ~~~” 
berwixe the trut Samael, and.a 

falfe fpirit,. Send, who was-well| 


tholegray haires, and that man- 
‘ ee , & : 2 weed eee y wt eo 
de, inclines himfelfe 10, the 
ground , and bowes, himfelfe ;| 


God in Saymsfaliue, now wor- 


meruel;Sata ti yas now become 


—_ 


other reverence then to bee | 
foughtto.. oe. o. 
How cunningly doth Satan} 


g 


1} -Contemplations, _ ETB. #4, 
Icefemble, not onely the habit 
land gefture, but the language 
of Sawsuel, Wherefore baft thon dif- 
quieted me, and wherefore doeft thon 
‘ashe of mee, feeing the Lord ss gune_., 

| from thee, and ts thine enemy ¢ No- 
thin is more pleafing to that e- 
uill oné, then to befolicited, yet 
lin che perfon of Samuel, hee can 
fay, Why baft thou di/qnieted mee? 
Had not the Lord beene gone: 
from Sdal, he had nener comne 
to the diuellith Oracle of Endor, 
| and yer the counterferting {pirit 
| can fay, Why doft thon aske of see, 
feeing the Lord is gone from thee_? 
Satan cates not howlirtle he is 
knowne to bee hiinfelfe ; hée 
louesto paffe vnder any forme, 
}ratherthen hisowne > 
ae ss The 


je see — . 


toe eee 


i a 
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ligion, whocan maruell at the | 
hypocrifie of men? Well may 
lewd men bee good Preachers, 
when Satan himfelfe can play 
the Prophet ; Where are thofe 
‘{Ignorants, that thinke charita- 
|bly of charmes and {pels ,. be- 
caufe. they finde. nothing~ ia 
them, but good words? What 
Prophet could fpeake better 
words, then this Diuell in Sa- 
maels mantle? Neither is there 
at any:time fo much danger of 
that wicked {pirit, as when hee 
{peakes belt 
-. Icould wonder to heare Sa- 
| can pieach thus prophetically, if 
| I did:aot kriow, that as he was 
joncea good Angell; fo heecan: 
‘ftill aa what hee: was ;: Whiles 
io ee Saal 


‘ 
1 ; 
i 
¢ 
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Saad was in confultation of fpa- | 
{ring Agag, we fhall neuer finde | 


that Satan would lay any block 
in his way ; Yea, thea he wasa 
prompt Orator, to induce him 
into that fin; now thatit is paft 
& gone; he can lade Saal with 
fearfutt denunciations of judg- 
ment; Till wee haue finn’ d, 


Caran isa Parafite, when wee } 


haue’ finn'd, heeis a Tyrant: 
What cares hee to flatter any 
more, whea hee hath what hee 


would? Now higonely worke| 


isto terrific, and confound,thar 
hee may enioy what hee hath 


won ; How much better is it 
feruing that Mafter, who when | _ 
wee are moft deiected with the| 
confcience of ecuill, heartens : 
| G 3 VS. 


gI 
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Pie ee eee 

vs with inward comfort, and. 

{peakes peace to the foule, 

in the mid& of | 
tumult? 
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of Gi God cnemics ; Behold, thus | 
fatedatly Danid ear the mart 


of Sauls fin, in {paring the Ama-| 
| | fa edhe isi aa 


-_ 


Asin Greate refi cs, our 
fi insdréalwayes fur ull to Qug 
flues; foih tertipefa : joft-rinies 
proiudictatl-é to pohttrigy; A wic- 
ked ona defories 11 of thofe,he 
Hhevieripiddrefeesoreit 2b 

|-2} carméritvaracll déthe And. 
lelefdesalBuls. made vpon. the 
| Hraclitig wh Ziglsauy: ¥ cannot 
lit: rildpuell- at theittichumeney 5 i 
hows jnfbitwas; dat While De 
nid would! pine aydté the ene} 
choad ofa Chatel, againkt Hf} 


raed; 


paicelts fake aa ——. 
° . Meee . ar "a ae ~ bg = 
ae Cane ces ome ef eos. wah Bllewr. ‘ — - wi, 
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tael ; the enemies of the Church| 


fhould rife againft Danid, in his| 


| peculiar charge of Iftael : But 


Amalékites,not many dayesbe- 
fore, left'neithér mannor wo- 


|thae the Amialckites’ inuading 
and furprizing . Ziglag (in re- 
ucnge’}) -kill neither man -nor 
woman?Shal wefaytharmercy 
is' lod from the ‘breftsiof Ifrac: 
lites,and refts in- heathens Or 
hall: wee rather ‘afceibe'this to 


man aliue, how: ftrange is -it,| 


the gracious ‘reftrdint tof God, | 
who having, defigned nae) 
to the fladighter of ‘Hfacl, and] 

not Ifraelco'che flanghter:of-4:| 
mak, rhoued the hand of Mrael,} 
and held:the: hands of nlt: a 
eu a ~ ‘This. : 


pS 


whillt Danid, rouing againft che} 


when one pait of Lzacl was in| 


_ Contemplations. 
This was thatalone,that made] 
the heathens take vp with an 
vn-bloody revenge; burning 
only the walls, and leading a- 
way the perfons. Ifrael crofled 
the reuealed will of God, in 
{paring Amalek , Amalek fulfills 
the fecret will of Godin {pa- 
ring lfrach 
_- Jewas Mill che lot. of Aanalek; | 
totakelfracl.at all aduantages ; 
vpom their firftcoming out ef 
Egypt, wthen they were weary, 
weake, and ynarmed, then did 
dmalck aflaulethem, And now, 


‘Lip. 14 


the fieldagainft the Philiftims, 
| another was gone with thePhi- 
liftims againtt Ifrac!; che Avnalee 

kites fer upon the | coafts of 


both 4 


Lip. 4. Zigleg fpoyled and cor. 
|boch ; and gocs. away laded} 


| afacs in {teed of houfes, and in}. 
| fheed of cheir fatilies, folicade ;| 
| Fheir citte was vanifhed into} 


|fmoake, their: ‘houtholds into 


\\bek ar journey: ith 
_— the. mifcrable defola-| 


with the {poyle : No other is to: 
be expected of our fpirituall 
aduerfaries, who are cucr readi-] | 
eft to. affayle, when we are the 
vneeadielt to defend. 

-— Itwasawofull {pectacle for: 
Danid and his Souldiers, vpon’ 
their returncto finderuines and|_ 


uon — 
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| tion of their home doubles the 
| difcomfort of their journey ; 
4 what remained there bur teares 
| and lamentations? They lifted. 
| vp their Voices, and wept,. till 
{they could: weepe no:. more: 
| Heere was plenty of nothing 
'but-mifery and forow. }. The 
heart. of cuery: Ifraclite «was 
| brim-full of griefe ; Danids ran 
| ouer;' for befrdes that his croffe 
1 was the fame with theirs, -ail 
| cheirs was hisalone ; cach man 
|looke on hisfelboyeas a partner 
_ lof affliction;--put:. cuery: cone 
\lookt. vpon Dasidhas the calfe 
4of abltheir afliition; and!: (as 
common difpleafure asincuer 
but.fruitfull of reuctige) they 
— lall-agree to ftone. him:-as:the 


| participation of the loffe, that 
they are ready co kill him, be- 


they followed all chis while,as 
the hopefull meanes of their 
aduancements;: ts 

. Now Dasids lofic is his leatt 
griefe ; neither (as if euery thing 
had confpired to torment him ) 


er ; Saul and his fouldiers had 
ae him out: of Iftael.;: the 


| Philiftim Courtiers had hunted] — 
| him from the fauour of Ahifp; 
| the ‘Amalckites:{poyled him in 
| Ziglag ; yet. all thee “are ‘eafie 
jaduerfaries in “cémparifon .of 


| his owne; his owne. followers 


are fo farre from: pittying his 


Ca 


uation of his forrow and dan-} 
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auther of their vndoing, whom] 
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caufe they are miferable. with 
hira. Ob the many and gric- 
uous perplexitics of the man 
after Gods ownce heart; If all his 


on that arifes from their fury, 
and malice, drowneth thé fenfe 
of their loffc, and were enough 
to diffract the moft refolure 
heait; why thould it be ftrange 
to vs,that weimeste with hard 
tryals, when wee fee the deare 
anoynted of God thus plunged 
intoeuils? tn 

What frould the diftreffed: Son | 
of Thai now doc? whether | 


- * fhould hethinketo turnc. him 2 | 


tol 


me es eee A eentinel —_s? 2 ae. —--* 7 


 fobhappy and fure refuge of aj. 


‘{Ieis no meruaile that God re-}- 
bles; Since Dawid in all his{ 
_ |troubles, did thus’ .rcemember} 


' his = es i 
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to goe backe to Ifrael hee durft} 
nat ; to gocto Achifh he might 
not; to abide amongft . thofe 
wafteheapeshe could not; ox 
if there might have beene hare} _ 
bor in thofe burnt. walls, yer} - 
therecould bee no fafety to re-| 
maine with thofe mutinous 
{pirits. (But David comforted 
hin felfe ithe Lord his God;) 


faithfull Soule; Theearth yeel- 
ded him nothing, but matrer of 
difconfolation, and heauines ;} 
he lifts hiseyes aboue the hills, 
whencecommeth his faluation; 


membred Danidin all his trou- 


10% ~ 
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his God; heeknew that hough f 


fore; and that though no hu- 


{had-affured him of the fidelity 


| of his Guardian in heayen; and 


| - In uaiticis comfort-expected 

from God, if wee conful not 
{with him. Abiatbar the Prieft is 
| called for; Deuid was notin the: 
{court of Achifh, without the 


no mertall ¢ye of reafon, or 
fenfe could difcerne any cuafi- 
fion from thefe intricate cuils, 
yet that the ye of diuine prour- 
dencehad defcryed it long be. 


mane power could make way} 
for his fafety,yet that the ouer- 
niling hand of his God, could 


docit with-eafe; His experience 


therfore he comforted himfelfe 
intheLordhisGod..: 9. 


Prieft 


} {L1p.14. Ziglag [poyled-and, orc. 
| | Prieft by his fide; nor the Prieft 
_ | without theEphod ; Had thefe 
i | beene left. behinde in Ziglag, 
they .hadbeene  mifcarried 
‘with the relt, and Danid had] 
‘now, .beene hopeleffe.. How] 
well it fucceedes to the great, 
when they.cake God with them | 
in his'Minilters; in his ordinan- 
|ces? As contrarily, whenthefe} 
ce farelayd by, as fuperfluous,there 
ty) |can be nothing but vncerzainty | 
nd) | offuccefle, or certainty of mif- 
i |cheefe.. The prefence of the 
' |Prieftand Ephod; would haue 


ed | little auailed’ him without their 
| 1yfe; by them he askes counfell) 
ii| | ofthe Lord in thefe ftraics, The} 


mouth and eares of God,which 
were fhut vnto, Saa/, are open 


| — H -. vnto <=] 
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-ynto Saal, are open vnto Danid ; 
no foonercan heaske, then hee} 
‘receives an{wer; and the anfwer} 
‘thathe receiues is full of courage} 
and comfort. (Fellow, for shou 
| fale furely onertake them,and reconer 
all) That God of truth, neuer 
difappoynted any mans truft. 
Danid now findes, that the eye 
which waited vpon God, was 
not fent away weeping. 
-Dauid therfore, and his men, 
| are now vpon their march after 
the Amalekite: Ic is no lingring, | 
when God bids vs goe; They 
'whichhad promifedreft totheir 
weary limbs, aftertheir returne 
from Achifh, in their harbour of | 
Ziglag, are glad to forget their 
hopes, and to put their {tifte 
e _ «joyntst 
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’ | Of 
| joynts vntoa new taske of mo. | 


tion ; Ic is no marutll, if two 
hundred ofchem werefo ouer- 
tyred, with their former toyle, 


that they were not ableto pafle | 


ouer the riuerBofor. Daud was 
a traetype of Chrift. We follow; 
him in thefe holy wars, againft 
| the {piricuall Amalekites. All of 


Some are carried by the vigour. 


of their faith, through all dif-} 


ficulties ; Others, after long) 


preflure, areready to languifh in 
{che way ; Our Leader is not 
more {trong then pitiful ; nei- 
ther doth hee: {cornfully cafhier 
thofe, whofe defires are hearty, 
whiles their abilities. are vnan- 


{werable ;; How much more| | 


H2__ thould 


L1B.14. 
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fhould our. charity pardon 
the infirmities of our brethen; 
and allow them tofit by the 
ftirfle, who cannoz endure the 
march? ; | 
The fameProuidence,which. 
|appoynted Dawid to follow the 
-| Amalekites; had alfo ordered 
an Zgyptian to becaft behinde 
them. This caftferuant, whom. 
his cruell Mafter , had left to 
faintneffe and famine, fhall bee 
vied as the meanes of the reco- 
uery of the Ifraelites loffe; and 
of the reuenge of the Amale- 
kites. Had not his‘ Mafter neg-. 
lected him, all thefe rouers. of 
| Amalek, had goneaway with 
itheir life, and booty; It is not 

fafe to defpifethe meaneft vaflal 


. vpon 
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vpon earth. ‘There isa mercy 
and care dueto the moft defpi- 
cable peice: of all: humanity ; 
wherein wee cannot bee wan- 
ting without the offence, with 
out the punifhment of God. 
“Charity diftinguifheth an H- | 
raclite from an Amalckite. Da- 
uids followers are ftrangers to 


{this Zgyptian ; ‘an Amalckite 


was his Mafter ; His Mafter 
leaues him to dye (in the field) 
of fickneffe and hunger; thefe 


ftrangers relecued him : and ere 


_|they know,whether they might 
| by him receiueany lightincheir | 


purfuic, they refrefh his dying 


-[fpirits with bread and water, 


with figs and raifins’,; Neither 
can thehafte of their way bee 
 H3 © any! 
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_jany hindrance to their compaf- 


|blood in him, chat is vererly 


kindneffe to chis forlorne #Z- 


_|cheth vs, to fow {mall courte-| 
| fies, where we tmay reape large} 


eafily induced, to defcry thefe 


of his lifes much leffe, chavere| 


_. Contemplations. Lipa 4. 
a Na ce sa lt 
fion; Hee hath no Tfraelitifh] 


metcileffe ; Perhaps, yet Dastids 
Followers might alfe, in the 
hope of fomce intelligence,fhew 


gyptian. Worldly wifdome tea- 


haruefts of recompence : No} 
fooner are his {pirits recalled, 

then hee requites his food with 
information. I cannot blame 


the Egyptian, that hee was fo 


vnkind Amalekites,to merciful | 
Ifraclites; thofe that gauc him 
ouer vito death, to-thercftorers |. 


_he| 


—s 


| {L13.14.Ziglg fpeyled andere. 

he would defcry them ; hee re- 
quires an-oath of fecurity, from ' 
{o bada Matfter ; Well doth. hee 
j match death with fucha ferui-' 
tude; Won derfull Mg the Proui- 
dence of Ged; eyen ouer thofe, 
| {which are nor. in the neereft 
| | bonds, his owne; ‘Threedayes, | 
| jand.three nights,hadthis poore 

| Zgyptian Slauelyenficke and | - 
| huaper-ftarued in thefields,and | 
\lookes for nothing byt death, 
when God fends him fuccour 
-|from the hands of thofe Ifrae- 

- |lites, whom hee.had helped so 

| |{poile; though not{o much for 

| {his fake,as forl{raels,is chis hea- |- 
\chenith Seraglerpreferued. 

Ig pleafes God, to extend his. 

|| \common fauorsco all his crea- 
| eee H4 _ tures; 


ae een ee seen + eee 


<< 2-208 22ce 
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a) *-(ontemplations. 


Sere re a 
tures; but in miraculous pre- 


b> Ye twas'three dayes ae‘Jeaft, 
firivéthis gainefull forraging of 
‘Atiiieks and ribw, feeing tio 
feare of any Purfuer, ‘and’ pro- 
‘mifing: themfelues fafety, -i nfo 
tede wed saved sd al difaace 
| great and vintrdced a‘diftdince, 
they make -thermfelues-‘merry 
| with fo tich atid cafiea vidtory; 
tand tiow fuddenly; whea they 
begari to think of enioying the 


2 - 3% Deauty 


sm ww. att + . ms 


|Diete Zila old and oe 


beauty and ‘wealth they had 
gotten ; the. {word of Dauid 
was vpon their throats. Deftru- 
tion is neuer neerer,then when 
fecurity hathchafed away feare. 
With how fad faces and hearts, 


other Captiues of Ifrael, looked 


{vpon the triumphal] reuels of 


Amalek ; and what a change, 


do wethinke,appeared inthem, 


| when theyfaw their happy and 
{ualiant Refcuers, flying in vpon 
- |theirinfolent Victors, and ma- 
|king: the death: oftthe Amale- | 
[kites, theranfomeof their cap- 
\tivicy ';° They: mourned eucn 
| riowatthe dances of Amalck; 
now ‘in the fhrickes.and death} 
lof Amalek, they: fhout and re- 
ee - joyce ; 


had the wiues of Danid, andthe; 


Iii 


: STD 


—Contemplatios. = LiB.14. 
ioyce; The mercy of our God. 
{ forgets not to enterchange our | 
_{forrewes with ioy, and the ioy 
lof the wicked with forrow, 
| .TheAmalekites haue paid a 
| deare lone for the goods of If-|. 
rael, which they. now-reftore 
1 with their owneliues; and now | 
\ their {poyle hath mxade Deuid ri- 
cher then he oe eEY sthatboo- 
ty which they had {wept from | 
all other parts accrewed to him. 
| -‘Thofe Ifralites that could not 
gocon to fight ‘for their fhare, 
arecomne to-mieete their bre- 
thren with gratulation. How| 
partiallare wee wontto-be va- 
to our owne caufes? Euen very 
[ftaclites will bee ready to fall) 
| out for matter of profit: where] 
ny, ek oe felfe-! 


x 


Lx 3.14. Ziglag fpoyed endeoe: 


{elfe-loue hath bred a quarrell, 


 jeuery man is fubie& to Alacer 


were detained notiby will, en : 


his owne cafe, It {eemed plau- 
fible, and butiuft to the ators 
inthis re{Cue, thar thofe which 
had taken no part in the paine,| 
and hazard of the journey,. 
fhould receiue no part of the 


, |commodity, fe was fauour e- 


nough for them to secouer 
their wiues’& children, though 
they fhared not in the goods.| 


| Wife and holy Daatd (whofe 
_| praifewas no leffe,to ouercome 
| | his owne in timeof ‘peace, then 


his enimics in warre) calls his 
contending followers from 
law toequity, and {0 orders the| 
ns a frnce the plaintifes 


EE ee 
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by neceflicy; and fince their for- 


ced flay, was vie-full in gar- 
ding the ftuffe, they fhould par- 
take equally of the prey with 
their fellowes. A fentence well- 
befeeming the juftice of Gods 
anoynted.. Thofe that reprefent 
God vpon earth; fhould refem- 
ble him in their proceeding. It 
is the juft mercy of our God, to 
meafurevs by our wills not by 
our abilities, to recompence vs 


| gratioufly, according to the 


truth of ourdefites;and endea- 
uars ; and toaccount that per- 


| formed by ys, which hee only 
|letteth vs from performing. It 
{were wide with vs, if fomrimes 
_ | purpofe did not fupply actions. 
| Whiles our heart faulreth not, 


wee 


\Lrp.14. Ziglag fhoyled and, ie. 


' |wethat through fpirituall fick-| 


1 neffe are faine to-abide b 
: the ftuffe, fhall fhare 
7 both in grace and — 
glorywiththe - 
_ victors, — 

i 4 

\. 

| 
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pee |He Witch of Endor, 

i etal had halfeflaine Saul 
Mes! before the batrell : 
Peres od It is iuft, that’ they 
who confult with deuils,fhould 
goe away with difcomfort: He 
hath eaten his laft bread, at the 
hand of a Sorcereffe: and now 
neceflitic drawes him into that 
field, where he fees nothing but 
defpaire. Had not Saul beleeued 
the ill newes of the counterfait | 
_ | Samuel, he had not beene ftrook: 
downcon the ground with 

— words ; 


| Lip. The Death of Saal. 


‘|{tate, thac. their remainders o 
hope, may harten them to 


words: Now his belecfe made 


him defperate; Thofe a@ions|. 


which are not fuftained by} 


hope; muft needs languifh: and 


are only re by outward 
compulfion : Whiles the minde 
is vncertaine of fuccefle, it re- 
licues it {elfe with the poffibili- 
tics of good : in doubts there 


isacomfortable mixture : but 
when it is aflured of the worft 


euent, itis veterly difcouraged,} | 


and deie&ted. Ichath therefore 
pleafed the wifdome of God to 
hide from wicked men, his de- 
termination of their finall e- 


good 5 7 | 
In all likelyhgod on felfe- 


fame! 


| "Contemplation. 
nD — _— 
fame day, faw Dawid a victoro-| 


uer the Amalakites, and Saul 
difcom fited by the Philiftims ; 


How fhould it: bee otherwife?| 


Danid confulted with God, and 
preuiailed ; Saad with the Witch 
of Endor and perifheth; ‘The 


end is commonly anfwerable 
tothe way; It is an idle iniuftice] 


when we do illto look to {peed| 
well. The flaughter of Sau! and 
his formes, was not in the firlt 
{cene of this ‘Tragicall. field, 
that was rather referued by 


- |Ged, for thelafta@, that Sanles 


meafure might befull : God is 


‘Hongere he firikes, but when 


he doth, itis to purpole ; Firft,| 
Ifrael flees and falls downe 
wounded in giourt: Gilboa;} 


\. 


Lis.14. The Death of Saal. 
They had their ‘part in. Sauls 
finne: they. were actors in Da- 
ids perfecution : Iuftly. therfore 
docthey fuffer with him,whom 
they had feconded in offence. 
As itis hard tobe good vnder 
an euill Prince,fo itis asrare,not 
to be enwrapped in his iudge- 
‘ments : Ic was no: {mall additi-| 
‘on to the anguith of Sisds 
‘death, to fee his fonnes.dead; to 
{ee his people fleecing, and flaine | 
beforehim; They had finned] 
intheir King, and in them is| 
their King punithed. The reft 
were not fo worthy of pittie; 
but whofe ‘heart would it not! 
touch to fee Iqnathan, the good 
Sonne of a wicked Father, in- 
dolued in the commen -deftri- 
a I ction... 


[120] _(omtemplations.. 118.14. 
|ction. Death is not partiall: 
All difpofitions, all merits are 
aliketo it: If valour, if holines, 

‘if fyncerity of heart could haue 
beene any defence againft mor- 
talicy , Ionathan had f{uruiued: 
Now by their. wounds and 
death, ‘no-man can~ difcerne 
which is lonatban ; : The foule 
only findes - the - difference, 
which the body admitteth not, 

' | Death is the cémon gate both 
toheauen and hell; weall paffe 
that, ere our turning to ‘either 
hand:.The {word of the Phili- 
(tims, fetcheth Jonathan through 

it with his fellowes : no fooner 

is his foot ouer that threfhold, 


— ALrp.r4. The Death of Saul. 
| happy but through their diffo-| 
jlution; Now therefore hath} 
| lonatban no caufe of complaint, 
|heis by che rudeand cruel hand | 
_ }of a Philiftim,-buc remoued to| - 
{a better Kingdome, then hee 
 {leaues to his brother: :: and at 
 tonceis his death both a rempo- 
| drall afflition:to ithe: Sonne of 
| Sand; andan entrance of glory. 
| {tothe frend of Danids 32 oat. 
| | "Phe Philiftim-archers: fhot} 
|: at random : God directs their] 
jarrowes into the body of Sani ;|_ 
~ {Leaft the difcomfiture of | his} 
~ |people, and the flaughter of bis} 
- |fonnes fhould not bee gricfe.¢-| 
. {nough to him, hee feéles him-| 
 {felfe wéunded, and fees no-| 
on before him but horror 


-IT2- andl | 


= 
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and death ; and now as a man| 


forfaken of all hopes, hee begs 


of his armor. bearer that deaths- 


receiue froma Philiftim.. Hee 


begsthis: bloody faueur of his 
an awefulnes ‘hath God placed 


no extremity,.can: moue the 
hand againft ic : What meitall 


Wicked men caremore. for the 
fhame.of the world, then the 
danger of their foule: Defperate 
| Saal will nowfupply his armor- 
bearer; and as a man that bore 


blow,which els he muft (co the| 
poles ‘of his indignation ) | 


feruant, ‘and is denyed : Such} 


in foueraigntie,that no intreaty, 


are thofe-men made of, that} 
can fuggeft or refolue, and at-| 
tempothe violation:of maiefty?| 


armes 


L13.14. The Death of Saul. 


armes again(ft himfelfe, hee falls | 
vpon his ownefword. What if | 


he haddyed by the weapon of | 


a Philiftim? So did his Sonk- |. _ 


nathan,and loft no glory : Thefe | 
conceites of difreputatiou pre- 
uaile with carnall hearts aboue 
all {pirituall refpects : There is 
no greater murderer then vain- 
glory : Nothing mere argues 
an heart voyd of grace, then to 
be tranfported by ydle popula- 


rity into actions preiudiciall to | - 


_ Euillexamples, efpecially of | 
the great neuer efcaped im- 
itation ; the armour-bearer of 


Saul followes his mafter : and}. 
dares do that to himfelfe,which } 


to his King he durft not:: as if 


I 3 their! 


Contemplatsons. - Lip.14| ' 
‘|their owne {words had beene| 
more familiar executioners,}. | 
they yelded vnto them, what} | 
they grudged to their purfuers.}, 
From the beginning was Saal} 
euer his owne enemy, neither} — 
did any hands hurt him but his} 
‘owne : and now his deatly is} 
fatable to his life : his owne} 
hand payes him the reward of} 
all his wickedneffe, The end of| 
hypocrites, and enuious men is} 
commonly fearefull : Now is| 
the blood of Gods. Priefts,} 
which Saul thed, and of Danid, 
which he would haue fhed, re-| 
quired, & requited. The euil {pi-| 
rit had {aid the euening before,| 
| To morro® thon fhale be with mee :| 
and now Saul hafteth to. make/ 
a | the 


LrB.14. The Death of Saul. = 


thediuell no lyer : rather then 
fayle; he giues himfelfe his own. 
mittimus : Oh the wofull extre- 
mities .of a difpayring Soule, | 
plundging him cuer into a 
greater mifchiefe, to auoyd the 


\leffe. Hee: might haue beéne a. 


patient in ‘anothers - violence, | 
and fauleleffe; now whiles hee 


| will needs ac the Philiftims 
part vpon himfelfe, hee liued 
and dyed a murderer; Thecafe| 


is deadly, when the prifoner | 
breakesthe Iayle, and. will not 


ftay for his deliuery : & though { 
| wee may not paffe ferttence v- 
pon fucha Soule, yet vpon the! — 
fac&twe may: the Soule may | — 
poflibly repent in the parting, 
ithe act ishaynous, and fuch as | 

[4 without } | 


/ 


(126. 


| Philiftims-knew how much 
they were victors; then finding 


— Contemplations.— 


| without repentance, kills the 


It was the next day, erethe 


the dead corpes of Sani and his 
Sonnes, they, begin. their ti- 
umphs: The head of King Saul 
is cut off in licu.of Gojfiabs, and 
naw.all their Idoll temples ring 


of their fucceffe; Foolifh Phi- 


7 Me F 


then their Gods,they had neuer 


carryed away the honor of 
thofe trophees:In {teed of mag- 
nifying the, iuftice of the true 


God, who punifhed Saul with 


deferued death, they magnifie 
the powér of the falfe : Super- 
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ftirion!: 
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{tition is extemely iniurious to 
{God Itis no better then theft,} 
|to afcribe vnto the fecond cau-| 
fes that honor which is duevn- 


to the firft : but to giue Gods 


glory to thofe things which]. 
neither act, nor are, it is the| 


highelt degree of {pirituall rob- 
Dery. i fe Sa 
- Saul-was none. of the beft 
Kings : yet fo impatient are his 
{ubiects of the indignity offe. 
red to his dead corps, that they 
will rather leaue their owne 


bones amongft the Philiftims, 


then the carcafle of Saul. Such a 


clofe relation there is betwixt 


a Prince and fubieét, that-the 
difhonor of either is infepara 


| blefrom both: How willing 
oe | - fhouldl: 


ern ae ampere D 
° , 
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fhould wee bee to hazard our 
bedyes or fubftance fo the vin-|. 


lhe liues to the benefic of our 


jcan endure the difgrace of 


=~ 


| Contemplations. | Liz. 14. 


dication either of the perfon,or 
name of agood King; whiles 


protection: It is an vniuft in- 
gratitude inthofe men, which 


them, vnder whofe fhelter they 
liue; but how vnnaturall is the 


villany of thofe mifcreants,that | 
can be content to bee actors in | 


the capitall wrongs offred to 
foucraigne authority: 
It werea wonder, if after the 


death of a Prince, there fhould} 
-wantfome Pick-thanke, to in- 
finuate himfelfe into his Suc-| 
|ceflour: An Amalckite young} 
manrides poft to Ziklag,tofind | 

— OU 


Lip.14. The Deashof Saul. | 129 
out Danid, whom cuen com-| 
monrumor had notified forthe 
_ |anoynted heyre to the King-| 
dome of Ifrael ; to bee the firtt] 
_ |meffengerof tharnewes, which| — 
bee thought could bee no other| 


then acceptable; the death of 
Saul: and that the rydings might 


be fo:much more mefitorious, 


headdes to the report, what he}. 
thinkes might carry the greateft} 


retribution: In hope of reward, 
~ for honour, the man is content 
, {to bely himfelfe to Dauids Ic 


was not the {peare, but the} 


{word of Saul, that was the in- 


ftrument of kis death : neither} 


could this ftranger finde Saul, 


but dying, fince the Armour-| . 


bearer of Seulfaw-him dead, ere} 


hel : 
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| he offred that violence to him- 
| &lfe: The hand of this Amale- 
| kite therfore was notguilty, his| 
| tongue was : Had not this mef- 
fenger meafurd Dauids foot, by 
his owne laft, hee had forborne 
7 this a of the newes; and 
not hoped to aduantage him-| 

| felfe by this falfhood: Now he 

thinks ; The tydings of a King- 

dome cannot but pleafe : None 

but Saul and lonatban {tood in 

Dauids way : Hee cannot chufe, 

but liketo heare of their remo- 

uall: Efpecially,fince Saul did 

{o tyrannoully perfecute his in- 
nocence. IfI fhall onely report 

the fa& doneby another, I fhall 
goeaway but with the recom- 

pence of a lucky Pot ; sate 

4 
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if Itake vpon mee the adtion, I 
am the man, to whom Dauidis 
beholden for the Kingdome:| 
he cannot but honour and re 
quite me, as the author of his 
| yal and happineffe. 
Worldly mindes thinkeno man 


canbe of any other, then their| 
owne diet; and becaufe the a 


from others. =. | 


How much was this Amale-|. 


kite mocked of his hopes : 
| whiles he imagined, that Daud| 
| would new triumph, and feaft| 
| jintheaffured expectation of thd 


_ King, | 


13 
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|Kingdome, and pofletlion’ of} : 
the Crowne of Ifrael,hee-findes | 
{him renting his-clothes, and] 
{wringing his hands, and wee-| 
ping, and mourning: as if all 

bis comfort had been dead with 
Sanl and Ionathan: and yet per- 
haps he thought: ‘This forrow 
of Danid is but fafhionable,fuch 
as great heyres make fhew of in 
_ }eke fatall day they haue longed 
for, Thefe teares will foone be 
dry.; thefight of aCrawne will 
foon breed. afucceflion of other 
-|paffions : But this erroris foon 

corrected: For when Danid had. 
entertained’ this Bearer, witha 
fad faftall the day : he cals ‘him 
forthinthe eucning to executids 


(How Daft thou not afrayd (faith 


Lis.14. The Death of Saul. 
"| he) topnt-forth thy hand, to defroy 
the Anoyuted of the Lord :) Doubt- 
lefle, the Amalekite made many 
faire pleas for himfelfe, out of 
| the grounds of his owne report: 


Alas,San] was before falne vpon| 
his ownefpeare.It was but mer- 
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cy to kill him; that was halfe} 


_ | dead, that he might die the fhor- 
| | ter: Befides,his entreaty and im- 
_ | portunate prayers, moued mee 
to haften him, through thofe 
painfull gates of death: had I 


ftriken him as an enemy, I had 


deferued the blow I had giuen 3} 
now I lenthim the hand of al 


frend: why am I punithed. for| 


obeying the voyce of a King? 


and for perfiting what himfelfe; 


begun, and could not finifh: 
es And 
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———— 4 . A ee : 
Andif neither his own wound, 


|normine; had difpatched him, 
-|thePhiliftims wereat his heeles, 


ready to doe this {ameact with 
infulration, which I did in fa- 
uour: and if my hand had ‘not 
preuented them, wherchad been 


the Crowne of Ifrael, which 1 


now hatie here prefented to 
thee $ I could haue deliuered 
that to Kirig Achifh, and haue 
beene rewarded, with honour : 
let tee not dye foran act well 
meant to thee, how ever‘con- 


_| ftrued by thee$ But no pretence 
{can make ‘his owne tale not 
| deadly. (Thy bloud bee open thine 

owne bead, for thine owne mouth bath 
| teftified againft. thee faying, Thane 


aine the Lords Anvynted.).  Ytis a 
bys cacepeueee. ne sen _iuft 


|} Lrp.14, The Death of Sel. 
| iu fuppofirion,thateuery man 
is fo great a Fauourer of him- 
felfe,chat he will not mifreport 
his owne actions, nor fay the} 
-wortt of himfelfe : In matter of 
| confeflion, mén may without] 
‘Jiniury betaken at their words: 
If hedid it, his fat was-eapicall, 
If he didit not, his lye: Itis pit 
tyany other recompence fhould | _ 
befall thofe falfe flatterers, thac]} 
can becontent to father a finne,{ 
to get thankes. Euery drop of} 
| royall bloud: is facred : -For a, 
~" tmanto fay thache hath thed ir,. 
' |ismortall, Of how farre diffe-) 
}rent {pirits from thisof Dasid, 
are thofe men, which fuborne 
the death of Princes, anid cele- 
brateand canonizethe murthe-} 
q | K - rers. 
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rers. Into: their fecret, let not 

- my foulecome, my glory, 
bethou notjoynedto | - 


. theiraffembly. = 


Abner 


SO RESETS 
eA bner and Foab. 


Spe55| Ow mercifull and 

aW at {eafonable are the 

| KEY b prouifions of God? 
ices Ziglag was ‘now 
nothing but ruines and afhes:: 
Deuid might returne to thefoyle 
where ic ftood, to the roofes| 
and walls he could net : No 
|fooneris he difapointed of that 
harbour, then God _prouides 
{him Cities of Hebron : Sail 
| thall dye to giue him elbow- 
| roome: Now doth Dawid finde 
‘| the comfort chat his extremity 
) _.K2___ foughe 


(ontemplations. Li B.14. 7: 


fought in the Lord his God: 
Now are his clowdes for atime: 
pafled ouer: and the Sun breaks 
glorioufly forth : Dasid hall 
raigne after his ae So 


finde a Crowne of righteouf- 
| nes, which the Lord the righte- 
ous ludge, fhall gine vs at that 
day : But though Dawid well 
knew that his head was long 
__|before anoynted,and had heard 
Saul himfelfe confidently auou- 
ching his fucceflion : yethe will 
not ftirre-from the heapes. of 
Ziglag, till hee haue confulted 
| with the Lord ¢ It did not con- 
tent him, that hehad Gods war- 
-|rantforthekingdome, but hee 
| muft haue his inftructions for 


fhall we,ifwe indure to theend, | 


Li Bx 4- Abner and loab 


the taking poffeffion of it:How 
fafeand happieis the man that 
11s refolued to do nothing with-| 
out God ? Neither wil] genera-. 
lities of direction be fufficient, 
euen particular circumftances | 
| mult lookefora word : ftill is 
God a piller of fire,and cloude | | 
\to the eye of cuery Iffaclice: 
neither may there be any moti- 
on or ftay but from him; That 
action cannot bur fucceed, ! 
which proceeds vpon fo {ure a 
| Watrtrant: | ) | 
God fends him to Hebron a/ 
city of Iudah : Neither will Da- | 
uid goc vp thither alone, but he| 
takes with himall his men with 
their whole houfholds °: , they 
thall take fisch partas himfelfe: 


5 


140 | i 
| As they had thared with him in 
his mifery, fo they fhall now in 
his profperity : Neither doth he 


lif they had not beene, heremo- 
jueth vs from the land of our 


. 
~ 


‘|tinye ( which was yet frefh and 


{cret rebellions, he makes: them 


/vs_to raigne with him who 


Ahaue fuffered with him ; pafling|_ 


| ourforlorne Ziklag, to the He- 


Contemplatsons. Lr. 14. 


take aduantage of their late mu- 


reene) to cafhier thofe vn- 


thankefull, and vngracious fol-| 


lowers ; but pardoning their fe- 
partakers of his good fucceffe. 


Thus doth our heauenly leader 
(whom Danid prefigured ) take 


by our manyfold infirmities, as 
banifhment, and the afhes of. 


bron of our peace, and-glory : 
| 3 The 


bas Sg ee ee Me eee 
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The expectation of this day | ' 
mult (as itdid with Denids fol- 
diers ) digeft all our forrows. 

_ Neuer any calling of God 
was foconf{picuous, as not to 
finde fome oppofites : What If- 
raclite did not know Dawid, ap- 
pointed by God to the facceth 
| on of the kingdome? Euen the 
Amalekite, could carry the 
| Crowneto him as the true ow-| 
ner: yetthere wants notan 4b- 
ner torefift him, and the title 
of an Ifhbofheth co colour his re- 
| fitance pa of Seals houfe| — 
could haue made challenge to } 
the Crowne, it fhould haue 
beene Mephibofbetb the Sonne of |. - 
Tonathax : Who, it.feemes had | 
\toomuch of his Fathers blood 
yo ; K4 | to 
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tobea competitor with Dguid : 

the queftion is not who may 
| claime the moft right, bur who 
may beft ferue the action; Nei- 
| ther was’ I/bofheth any other 
then Abners ftale : Saul could 


therinimitation of his mafters 


vuder a borrowed name, hee 
ftrongly oppofeth Dawid : there 
are thofe who ftriue againft} 


oppreffed by. affection : An ill 
quarrell ance vndertaken thall 
be maintained, alchough with| 
- . | blood: Now, not fo miuch the} 
blood of Sau/, as-the ingape-| 
ment of Abner. makes the = | 
| The 


‘not hauea fitter Courtier : whe-| 


enuy, or the ambition of ruling’ 


their owne hearts, to make aj 
fide, with whom confcience is]: 


re 
h a , : 


(Lep.r4. Abner and Ioab. 
|The Sonnes of Zeruiah {tand 
| faft to Danid It is much, how a 
| |man placeth his firlt interett : If 
| Abner had beene in foabs roome,| 
when Sauls difpleaftire droue} 
Danid from the Court, or Ioab in | 
Abners , thefe actions, thefe e 
uents had beenechanged with] . 
the perfons : It was the only 
| happines of Ioab that he fell on} 
the ‘ese fide: - 3, 
~ Boththe Commaunders vn-] 
der Danid and Ifhbofheth were e- 
qually cruell : both are fo inu- 
- |red to blood, that they make 
| buta fport of killing : Cuftome 
__ | makes finne fo familiar, that} 
thehorror of it, is to fome tur- | 
ned into pleafure. (Come let the 
young men play before ys.) Abner is 
= 


+ thel 


— — so - 


eee = eee 
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the Challenger, and {peeds ther- 


after: for though in the mat- 


ches of duell both fides mifca-|, 
ried, yet in the following con-} 

| flict, Abmer and his men arebea-} | 
‘ten: By the fuccefle of thofe 


(ingle combats no man knows 
the better of the caufe : Both 


fides perith, to fhow, how little! 
God liked either the offer, or the | 
acceptation of fuch a triall, bur} 


when bothdid their beft, God} 
‘| punifhech the wrong part with | 


difcomficure. 
Oh, the mifery of ciuill dif- 
fention : Ifracland Iudah were 
brethren : One carryed the 
name of the Father, the other 


of the Sonne: Iudah was buta}. 


branch of Ifrael, Ifrael was the 
: | roo 
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Ifrael muft fight, and kill cach 


rootof Iudah : yet Iudah and 


other; only vpon the quarrel 


of anill leaders ambition. ‘The| 
{peed af Afabel was not greater } 


then his courage : It was al 


minde fit for oneof Danids wor- 


match himfelfe with the bef: 


might haue ouertaken death: 
now herunnesto fetch it. So 


lirtle Iuft had Abner to, fhed the 


He was both {wift and {trong :|. 

but the raceis notto the {wift,| 
jnor thebattle to the {trong : If] 
| he had gone neuer fo flowly,he 


blood of a Son of Zernish, that] 
hetwice aduifes him to retreat 
| from purfuing his owne peril :| - 
Afabels caufe was fo much becrer 

ee as! 


| 144 


thies, to ftrike at the head, to] - 


 flyes, and runs away from his 


-- (ontemplations.. \L1B.14- 
2 Y = ‘ 

as Abners fuccelé: Manyvenz 
mif-carries in the rafh profecu- 
tion of agood quarrell, when 
the Abettors of the worft part} 
goe away with victory. Heat} 
of zeale, fometimes in the vn- 
difcreet purfuit of a juft ad-| 
uerfary, prooues mortall to 
the agent, preiudiciall to the 
feruice. — | | 


Abner, whileshekils, yet hee 


owne death, whiles hee inflicts| 
it vpon another : Dasids fol-} 
lowers had the better of the 
fieldand day ; The Sun, as vn- 
willing to feeany more Ifraeli- 
tith bleud fhed by brethren, 
hath withdrawne himfelfe: and 
now both parts hauing gor the 

ee _ aduantagel 


aduantage of an hil vnder them, 
haue {afe conuenience of parley: 
Abner beginnes, and perfwades 
Joab to furceafe the fioht Sha the 


| thon not, that it will bee bisterneffe in 
the end? Flow long fiall it bee, ere 
| thon bid the people returne from fol- 
lowing their brethren?) It was his 
faulr, chat the {word deuoured 
atall: and why was northebe- 


nefle2? why did hecall forth the 
people to skirmifh, and inuite 
them to death ? Had Abner been 
| onthe winning hand, this mo- 
| tion had beene thank-worthy : 
| Ic is a noble difpofition in a Vi- 
| or, to call for.a ceffacum of 
ame : wheras neceflity, wrings 

2 this' 


« 


| 
| 
| 
| 


a 
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|fword denonre for ener? Kuoweft) 


ginning of a ciuill war bitter- | 


47 


748 Contemplation, Lip.r4.| 
— ew S [ait from the ouer-matto- 
Le ee There cannorbeca greater}. 
a = ife, to a valiant and wile 
> mmander, then a propenti- 
ee all juft termes of peace: 
— — 2 asit oo nes 
ary, fo it is alwayes euill ; 
Ce oe HAT fighting haue any other. 
on — ai propofed befades peace, it. 
— ~~ s murder, bner fhall find 
ge eelclie no Iefle ouercome, by: 
ge de. inclemiency, then power; 
i= fayes not, I will not fo caft-|. 
\" en ‘Jeeaue the aduantage of my 
SS eetory: fince the dice of war 
«3m on my fide, I will: follow | 

\ bc chace of my good fuccefle: 
\-g— Boo fhouldelt: hane confide: 
\ peed of this before thy prouoca-| 
ao: [tis now too late,to:mouc 

7 vnto 


__ </vnto forbearance: but,asa man 


ee ee ee ey 
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that meant to approuc himfelfe 
| equally free from cowardife, in 
the beginning of the conflia,} 
and from cruelty in the end; 
he profeffeth his forwardnefle, 
to entertaine any pretence of 
fheathing vp the {words of If 
racl; and {weares to Abner, that 
ifit had‘not beenefor his proud 
 firrication, the people had inthe 
morning before ceafed from 
that bloudy. purfuit of their 
brethren: As it becomes pub- 
{lique perfons to bee louers of 
peace, fo they muft thew it vp- 


on all good occafions: letting 


|king{pareofbloud. 
| Zhbofbeth was (it feemes) a 


/ man 


paffe no opportunity of ma-| - 


150 


~ {vntohim ; and hath eafily rai-| | 
fed him to the head ofa faction,| 


; worth or glory in it, heecannot 
| but acknowledge, to owe it all 


_ | bine?) Hethat made no confci- 


(ontemplations. Lis, 14, 


{man of no great {pirits, for be-| . 
ing no leffe then forty yeeres 


old, when his father went into 


his laft field againft the Phili- 


| ftims, he was content to ftay at]: 


home; Abner hath put ambition 


agvainft the anoynted Prince of 
Gods people. If this vfurped 
Crowne of Sauls fon, had any 


vnto Abner ; yechow forward is 
vnthankfull [/pbefheth to receiue 
a falfe fuggeition againft his 
cheefe Abettor : (Wherfore baf? 
thon gone in , to my fathers Conca- 


ence df an vniuft claime of the 
~ Crowne, 


JLrB.14. Abner and Toad. 

‘Crowne, anda maintenance of 
it with bloud, yet feemes {cru- 
pulous of aleffefinne, that car: 
tied in it the color ofa difgrace; 
The touch of her, who had 
beene honoured by his fathers 
bed, feemed an intolerable pre- 
| fumption,and fuchascould nat 


be feuered from his owne dif-| 


honour: Selfe-loue fometimes 
borrowes the face of honeft 
zeale, Thofe, who out of true 
grounds, diflike fins, doc hate 
them all indifferently 5 accor- 


ding to their haynoufneffe ; hy- 


pocrites are partiall in their de- 
teftation ; bewraying cuer moft 
_| bitterneffe, againft thofe offen: 
| ces, which may moft preiudice 
their perfons and reputations, 


ee 


~ 


Te 


gi | 
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[ gearice, vpon a priuate reuenge, 


It is as dangerous as vniuft 


eares and their heart to mif- 
grounded rumors of their in- 


hath ftripe Ifbbofheth of the 


: Kingdome; Abner in the meane 


time cannotbe excufed froma 
trecherous inconftancy ; If 


Crowne, why did he maintaine 
it; Ifhee had, why did hee for- 
fakerhe caufe and perfon? Had 
Abuer out of remorfe for furthe- 
ring a falfe claime taken off his 
| hand, I knew not wherein hee 


doing it fooner'; But now to 


withdraw his profefled allege- 


was 
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or Princes, to giue both their| 


nocentfollowers: Thiswrong| 


Sauls fon had no trueticletothe] | 


could be blamed,except for not|” 


L1B.14. Abner and Ioab, 
| was to takea lewd leaue of an| 
ll action + lf Ifhbofheth were his | 
lawfull Prince, no iniury could} — 
warrant a reuole ; Euen betwixt 
priuate perfons ; a returne o 
| wrongs is both yncharitable, 
and vniutt, how cuer this goe | 
currant for the common juftice| — 
of the world, how much more 
thould welearn froma fupreme| | 
hand, to take hard meafures 
with thankes? Ichad been 4b- 
| aers duty,to haue giuen his King 
a peaceable and humble fatisfa- 
cron, and not.to fly out in a 
{nuffe. If the {pirit of the ruler 
rife. vp againtt thee, leaue not] 
thy place, for yeelding, pacifieth 
great offences ; now, hisimpa-|. 
tient falling , although to the 
CE right | 
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piseeees 


| fetch his main motiue,but from 


-|knowne truth for his owne 
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right fide, makes him no better 
chen trayteroully honeft. — 

So foone as Abner hath enter- 
tained a refolution of his rebel- 
lion; hee perfwades the Elders 
of I{rael to accompany him in 
the change : & whencedoth he 


the Oracle of God? (The Lerd 
bath {poken of Dauid, faying, By the 
hand of my feruant Danid, will 1 fane 
my people Ifrael, out of the band of the 
Philiftims, and out of the band of alt 
their enemies; ) Abner knew this 
full well before, yet then was 
well content co {mother -a 


turne, and now the publication 
of it may ferue for his aduane.| 
tage, he winsthe heart of Ifrae 


3 


= 
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by fhewing Gods Charter for | 
him, whom he had fo long op- 

pofed: Hypocrites make vie of | ° 
|God for their owne purpofes ; 
and care onely to make diuine 
jauthority a colour for their. 
owne defignes; No man cuer 
heard Abner godly till now ; 
neither had hee beene fo at this 
time, if hee had not intended a 
|reuengefull departure from J/h- 
befheth : Nothing is more odi- 
ous, then to make religion a 

ftalking horfeto policy. 

Who can but glorifie God in 
| hisIuftice, when he fees the bit- 

{ter end of this trecherous difli- | 
mulation : Dawid may vpon 
confiderations of ftate, enter- 
tainc hisnew gueft witha feat ; 
LL 3 - and 
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land well might he feeme to de- | 
ferue a welcom,that vndertakes 


to bring all Ifrael to the league | 


neuer meant to vfe fo vnwor-| 
{thy meanes,forfo good a work. | . 
Joab returnes from purfuing a| 
troop, and finding Abner dif-| 
miffed in peace and expectation 

- of a beneficiall returne followes | 
_ |him, and whether out of enuy, | 
at a new riuall of honour, or | 

' out of the reuenge of Afabel, he. 
repayes him both dif_imulation | 
and death; God doth moft iuft- | | 

ly by Zeab, that which Ioab did 

for himfelfe moft vniuftly, I 
know not (fetting the quarrell 
afide)whether we.cai worthily 
blame Abner for the death of 
Afb, 


and homage of Danid: butGod |: _ 
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Afabel, who would needes after 
faire warnings,run himfelfe vp- 
on. Abners {peare; yet this fact 
fhall procure his payment for 


wore. Now is Ifhbofheths | 


wrong reuenged by an enemy ; 


| wee may not alwayes meafure 
,| the Iuftice of Gods procedings, | 
by prefent occafions ; Heneeds | 
not make vsacquainted,or aske | 


vs leaue when hee will call 
forthe arrerage: of 
forgotten fins. 
oe (* * 
| *% 
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Tua Firrzentu Books: 


\Vzzah and the Arke : 

Vz pen 
Zi 

EZanan and Danids Anibaffa- 
dors 

1 Dauid with Bafhfreba. and 
Vriah 

I Nathan and Danid 

Amon and Thamar 

| Abjaloms .returne and Con- 
_ rary. a 


\! 


~ 


ne 


TO THE RIGHT). 

HONORABLE MY 

VERY GOOD LORD, 
Wirz 1am Lord Burleigh 
All grace andhappines. — 


Right 
en | “ere are but twe Bookes 
WN BO>,\o wherein we can read God; 
WG) The one is bis word, bw 


Honorable; 


jsobe 


Your Lord{kipsin all dutiful | 


7 
The Epiftle Dedicatotie. 
aboue in feeing him face to face, our bap- 
pines is well forward below, in fecmmg 
the lisely reprefentation of bis face inthe 
glaffe f the Scriptures. ‘Wee cannot 
[pend our eyes too much upon this ob- 
1ect 3 For mee, the more fee, the more 
I am amazed, the more I am ranifbed 
with this glorious beauty : With the be- 
neft lepers, I cannot bee content to intoy 
this happy fight alone ; there is but one 
way toenery mans felicity ; May it pleafe 


your Lordfbip to take part with many| 
your Peeres in thefe ney weake; but not | 


vuprofitable Contemsplations; which foal 
hold themfelues not a little graced with 


your Honorable name; Whereto, together | 


with your right noble and weft werthy 
Lady, L bane gladly denoted my felfe ; 


obferuance - 


Jos:Harn 


_ one 2 


Ureab and the ef rke 


remoued. 


Cary O69 


| eee” in deuotion, Danid 
is no fooner fetled in his heufe 
at lerufalem, then hee fetcheth 

God to.be his gueft there; the 
thoufandsof Ifrael goe now in} 
{an holy march, to bring vp th 
Ark of God, to theplace of hi 
re{t : The tumults of warre af 
@ 3 forde 


[ 364 | 
~ |forded no oportunity of this 
—feruice; only peace is afrend to 


~ Hfeure lod eof Abmadab;without 
to | thet 


| out frend, bucwhen it is a fer- 


[tot 
of our long-cafe, rather driues| - 


|bloody warre,&c. | 
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religion, neither is peace cuer 
uant of piety : The vfe of warre 
is not more pernicious to the 
ie then the abufe of peaccis 

e Soule;Alas, the ryot bred 


the Ark of God from vs ; fo the 


ftill fedentary life, is fubiet to} — 
\difeafes, and ftanding waters} 


putrifie, It may bee iuft with 
God, to take away the bleffing 
which weedoe fo much abufe, 
and to {coureoff eur ruft with 


The Ark of God had Oe 
many yeares, 'refted in theob- 


| the honor of a Tabernacle. Da- 
jiud will not indure himfelfe 
glorious, and the Ark of God 
contemptible, his firftcare is to 
prouide a fic roome for God; 
jin the head of the Tribes, in his 
owne city; The chiefe care o 
good Princes, muft be the ad- 


ther do,then honor him whom 
they reprefent ? Ic was no good 


the Ark backe in a new Cart; 
the Ifraclites faw God bleffed 
that conduct, and now they 
‘| pradtifeic at home : But that 
which God will take from Phi- 
liftims, he will not brook from 


uancement of religion; What| . 
fhould-the deputies of God ra-|: 


that Ifrael could learne of Phi-| 
liftims ; Thofe Pagans had fent}_ 


Ifrael sn 


ay 
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| Tfrael; Aliens frem God ateno 
fit patternes for children.: Di- 
J uin¢ infticution had made this 
a cariage for the Leuites,not for 
Oxen : Neither fhould thofe 
Sons of Abinadab haue driuen 
the cart, but caryed that facred 
burden.. Gods bufineffes mutt 
bedone after his owne formes, 
which if we doe with the beft 
intentions alter, wee prefume: 
Itis long, fince Ifraelfaw fo 
faire a day as this, wherein they 
went in this holy triumph to 
ifetch the Ark of God; Now 

_ | their warlike trumpets are tur- 


ned into Harpesand Timbrils;| 
- land their hands in fteed of 


| weilding the Sword and Speare, 
| ftrike vpon thofe muficall 
Poot ftrings: 


| this occafion. Thereis nothing | 
but this whereia ‘wee ’may' nor, 
{ioy immoderately, vnfeafora-| 
{bly ; this {piritwall ioy caw ne 
| uer becither our'df time,or out 
of meafure: let hint thar reioy-} 
ceth, reidycein the Lord. ‘Bat, 
tow wheh the Ifaelites werein 
the midft of this Airpeblike io- 
lity, thei hearts’lifted vp, their 
hands playing; their feere me 
uing, ther tongue finding wid | - 
oe wd Houtin 


— Contemplations. “tin.ts.|. 
Shouting, God {ces good to| ~ 
\ {trike them into a fudden|. 
| dunipe by the death of Vzzab: 
| They arefearcefetintotherune| - 
-|. when God mars their Muficke, | 
by a fearefull. iidgement ; and 
changes their mirth into afto-| |, 
njfhment,and confufion;There| | |. 
|could not bee more excellenc} |: 
worke then this they were a- 
beut ; there could nocbe more 
| cheerefull hearts in the-perfor- 
| ming of-ie,-yet will the moft 
holy God rather dafh all this 
| folemne {eruice, then indur can 
_ {a€tef prefamption or infideli- 
| ty, Mbinadeb had bene the faith- | 
» |fullhoft of Gods Ark, for the 
| pace of twenty yearts:; cuen 
_ | inthe midft of the terrors of IF 


raed, 


| Liz. 15. Vaxab andthe Arke,esc.- 
_ {rael, who were iuftly affrighted 
_ | with the vengance infli@ted y-| _ 
oe Beth-fhemeth, did he giue 
[harbour vnto it; Yer euen the} 
_. | Son of Abinadab is ftriken dead, 
‘jin the firft departing of that} 
| blefled gueft : The Sancticy of| 
the Parent cannot beareour the 
| firmeof his Sonne : The holy 
_ Jonebf Irael-will bee fanctified|* 
in.all chatcomenearehim.: He} | | 
| will be ferued like himfelfe. - © |" 
’ What cheii was the finne of] 
|"&xah2?_ Whar’ was the capicall 
' I crime, for which hefo fearcful- 
|. | ly perifhed That the Arke’of] 
' | God was comitted to the Cart,} ~ 
it was not his deuice only, but 
the common ac&t of many; | 
| Thacie was not caryed onthe a 
re aes oe M2 fhoul- 
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fhoulders of Leuites, was no 
leffe the faule of Abie, and the 
reft of their brethren ; only Vz- 
zab is ftriken ; The reft finned 
in negligence, hein prefumpti 


on;theArk God fhakes.with the} 


agitation of that cariage;he puts 
forth his hand to holdit fteddy; 
Humane iudgement would 
haue found heerein nothin 
haynous : God-fees not with 


the eyes of men; None burthe 


Priefts fhould haue dared’ to 


rouch the Ark; It-was enough | 


for the Leuites to touch thebars 
that carryedit;.An vnwarran- 


ted hand cannot: fo lightly} 


touch the Ark, but:hee ftrikes 


theGod that dwels in it: No| ~ 


maruell if God ftrike thar man 


with | 


\ 
¢ . Ps 
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with death, that firikes him | 
| with prefumption ; There was | 
wel-neare the fame quarell a} 
3 gaint the thoufands of Beth- | 
emefh, and againft Vzzab, 
| They dyed for ‘looking into | 
the Ark, he for touching it; 
leaft Ifrael fhould grow into.a 
contemptuous familiarity with 
| this Teftimeny of Gods pre- 
fence, he will hold them in awe 
_ | with iudgements : The reuen- 
_ |ging hand ofthe Almighty, that 
| vpon the recurrie of the Ark | | 
| \ftayedarthehoufe of Abinadab,| 
vpon the remoue of the Ark) | 
begins thereagaine: Whereare) 
thofethat thinke God-will take. 
vp witha carelefleand flubbred | . 
feruice > He whofe infinite mer- 


~~ ey vies to paffe by our fines of 
infirmity, punifheth yet feuere-| 
ly our bold faults: If wee can-} 


—“Contemplatuoas,  Lrs.rs.| 


not doeany thing in the degrees 
{that he requireth, yee wee muft 
learne to doe all things in the 
| forme that he requireth; Doubt- 
leffe’zzab meant no otherwife 


then well in res forth his} 
ce Ark; He knew| | 
the facred vtenfills that were in |. 


hand to ftay t 


it,the pot of Manna,the Tables 
of the Law, the rod of Aaron, 


which might -bee wronged, by 


that ouer-rough motion : to| — 


thefe hee offers his ayd, and is 


ftriken dead; The belt intenti-] | 


lons cannot excufe ; much -leffe] 


warrant vs in vniawfull adi- 
__ jens ; where wee doc ought in 


ts faith, | 


be 
me pee oe a es eee oe 


| eee ae ON ; ae 
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| faith, it pleafeth our good God | _ 
{to wink at, and pitty ourweak-| 
neffes; but if we dare to prefent 
God with the well-meant ferui- . 
| ces of our owne-making, wee 
runne into the indignation of| 
God; There is nothing more | 
dangerous,thento beourowne| _ 
caruers in matter of deudtion. - | 
Imaruell not if the counté-} 
nance of Danid were {uddenly | 
changed, to fee the pale faceof| . 
death in one of the cetheaShods i 
in. this holy. proceflion.: Hee 
| chat had found God fo fauoura- | 
ble-to him in-adtions of leffc| 
‘werth, is troubled to fee this |: 
fucceffe of a bufirieffe fo hearti- 
ly dire&ted vato his God ; and 
now he begins to look thorow |. 
ee... SOUL. Oo 


174 -Comtemplations. LIB. I §. . 
~—"* | Fzzab at himfelfe, and to fay,}. 
(How fhall the Arke of the Lord} 
come to mee?) Then onely hall 
we makea right vic of the judg- 
ments of God vpon others, } 
when wefhall feare chem in our | 
felyes, and finding our fins at 
Ieaft equall, fhall tremble at the 
expectation of the fame defer- 
ued, punifhments. Godintends 
not onely reuenge in his execu- 
tions,but reformation; As good | 
Pristces regard not fo much the 
finayt of the euill paft,as the pre 
vention af the future ; “ehich 1s 
‘neuer attained,.bur when.wee 
‘| make -applications of, Gods 
hand; and draw. comma cas 
fes.ourof Gods particular pro- 


rir none iar: | 
i 6 a a Idee} 


be 
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Per Tanahis sear acca 


Surely, this man. is guilty off | 
fome fecree fin, eae world} 
knowes not ; God hath met} . 
with-him ; there isno danger to 

vs; why fheuld I bee difcoura-' 
|gedto feeGod iuft? Wee may). 
igoe on fafely and. profper; but| 

here his foor {taies,and his hand |- 

- |falsfromhisinftrument,and his} 
= ee ee ownc| 
| | vnworthinefle, (low fhall the.| 
Arke of the Lord come unto mee_? ) 

| That heart is carnall and proud,| 
|that thinkes any man worfe| 

then himfelfe ; Danids feare| 
{tayes his progrefle; Perhaps,he 
might -haue proceeded with 

| good fucceffe, but hee dares not} 

— fventure, where hee fees fucka] _ 

; oe | deadly 


{immediately concerne God ; 
| Asitis not good to refrain from. 


‘| Edom to a gueft he looktnot for, 
-1God fhall now foiournein the 


—— (ontemplations, — Lin. F 5: 


deadly checke: Ic is bettcr tof 
bee too fearefull, then too fore| ~ 


ward in thofeaffaires, which do 


holy bufineffes, fo iris worfe to 
doe them ill; Awfulneffe is a 


| fafe interpreter of Gods fecreta-| 


ctions,and a wile guide of ours. 


This euent hath holpen Obed- 


houfe of him,in whofe heart he 
dwelt before by a ftrong faith; 
elfe the man durft not haue yn- 
dertaken, to receiue that dread- 


full Arke, which Dasid himfelfe 


— {feared to harbour ; Oh thecou- 
rageofan honeft and faithful] 
heart; Obed-Fdom knew welle-| 


nough 


‘| Les.15.Vazaband the Ark,toc. 
|Jnough what flaughter the Arke 
{had made among the Phili- | 
ftims, and after ‘that among({t} 
the Beth-fhemites,and now hee} _ 
{aw Pzzab lye dead beforehim,} — 
yet doth hee not make any fcru-|_ 

| ple of entertaining ir, neither) 
doth hefay, My:neigbour 4; 
nadab wasa carefull and religi-|- 
ous hoft to the Ark,and is now] 
payed with the bloud of his} 
fon ; how fhall Lhopetofpeede} 
better ; bur he opens his doores} 
with a boldcheerefulneffle, and]. 
notwith{tanding all chofe ter-| 
| rors, bids God welcome: No-| < | 

tad can makeGod not amia-} - 
eto his owne; Even his very | 

Tuftice is louely : Holy men| 
know how ta reioyce in the} 
ian es ee Lord! — 


— (onsemplations. “Lis. 15.) _ 
Lord with trembling, andcan}| 
feare without difcouragement. 

. The Ged of Heaven will 
not receiuie’ any thing from | 
menon free coft ; hee will pay 
liberally for his lodging, a plen- 
tifull blefling vpon Obed-Edom, 


honour to that zealous: Gittite, | 
thatthe Arke would come vn- | 
der hisrgofe ; yet God rewards |. 
thathonour with benediction : 


godlincfle; Thehoufe of Obed- 
Edom cannot this while. want 
obferuation ; the eyes of De- 
uid,-and all Ifrael are never off} 
fram ir,to fee how it fared with } _ 
this entertainment. And now,| 
when they finde nothing; but a] 


racious! 


andallhis houfhold. Iewasanf 


Neuer man was. lofer bytrue} _ 


| (Lrp.15. Vazab and the Arke,eoc. 
_ | gracious acceptation and fenfy| 
ble blefling, the good: King’ of} 
Ifracl takes new heart, and ha- 
ftens to. fetch the Arke intohis 
royall City. The view of Gods} 
fauours :vpon the:godly, isno} 
fmall encouragement to:confi-} 
ldemct and obedience;: Doubr-}. 
— lWeffe,, Obed: Edom was not’free| 
\from'fome weaknefles ; If the 
| Lord fhoul : haue taken the 2 
uantage of judgement’ agai 7 
Ne ee ac Utetiee hat not 
{beer difhartned fromattending| 
ithe Arke?. Now Danid:& Hrael| . 
Jwas noc more affrighted with| 
| the ned vpen Pazab,then| 
_ [encouraged by the blefling off 
Obed-Edom;, The wile God doth 
| fo order-his inf{ and mercrfull 


—_ procee- | 


f . 
, ( 
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ok, Contemplations. 


| Muficke ; and-addes both more 
- 4 fpirit and more pompe to fo de-}: 


‘Ifenfe of Gods paffed . difplea- 
-_{fure, doubles our care to- pleafe 
| ham, and out ioy in his recouc- 
|red approbation; wee neuer 
‘make fo'much of our health, as} 
,.  tafter fickneffe, nor neuer are fo} 
— : officions to. our frend, as affer 

— fanvnkindneffe. In the firftfer-| 
_-|ting out ofthe Ark,Danids feare| | 
|wasatleaftan equall march.to] 


Lt. 15. 


ptoceedings, thac the awetul- 
neffe of men may be: tempered 


with loue. Now the {wecet fin-| 


ger of Ifrael reuittes his holy 


uout a bufineffc : I did not be-| 


fore heare of trumpets, nor dan- 
cing,nor fhouting, nor facrifi-| 
ces, northe linnen Ephod; The 


his 
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[his ioy ; thereforeafter the firtt 
__ 'Tfixe paces hee offred a facrifice, 
{ both to pacifie God, and thank 
“| him: bue now when they faw 
no figne of diflike, they: did 
_ | more freely let themfelues loofe 
{toa fearelefleioy ; andthe bo-| _ 
dy ftroue to expreffe the holy| — 
_ |affe@tion of the Soule; there| — 
[was nolimme, no part that did 
| not profeffe their mirth by mo- 
tion, no noyle of veyce, ar in- 
| ftrument wanted to affift their}: 
{pirituall iolliry ; Dauid ledthe 
way, dauncing with all his} 
-|mightin hislinnenEphod;7z-| - | 
xb was ftillin hiseye;hedurft} = 
not viurpe vpon a garment of| 
Priefts; but hee will borrow} 
their colour to grace the folem-|_ 
se nity,’ — 
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 THare;’ Neither can there bee a: 
1 cae os o> ; ; 
‘|greater‘argumient of a foule 


fafhion ; White was cuer the co- 
lour of ioy, and linnen’ was 
light for vie ; therforehecouers 
is Princely robes with white 
linnin, and meanes to honor 
himfelfe by his’ conformity: to 
Geds -minifters.* Thofe : that 
thinke there is difgrace in the 
Ephod,atefarre from the Spirit 
of the man after''Gods owne 


Soule, then a diflike of the glo: 
rious‘calling of-God : Barren 
Mical hath too many Sons that 
{cornethe holy habitand ¢éxer- 
cifes : Thee lookes througk her 


window; and feting’ the attyre 
andgeftures of her deuout hus- 
re _ ‘band, 


= tee gs om 
° 


- |uotion, -hee :retutnes-.a bitter} 
a checke 


band, defpifech him in-her hart, 
neither can: fhee conceale, her 
contempt, but like Sei dangh- 
\cer caft ic proudly “in bis, face 
| ( Ob bow, glorious was the. King 

| Hrael shis day « which Yas cinconered 
today in the eyes of the Maidens 0 


norelifh to cheir palate bur di- 


ftattfull, a. 


much atany.reproch, as: this of 


N 


| bis fernants, as 2 foole concouereth 

| bim(elfe.) Worldly harts can fee}. 
| nothing in actions of zeale,but 
| folly and madneffe : Piety hath} 


This wife; hisloue was for the] 
| timeloft in his anger ; and asa 
amanimpatitnt of no affront fo} 


‘[Lrp.rs Pexab andthe Arkeeoc. 
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~ Dauids haredid neuet {well fo} | 


a Contemplations.. LIB. 15, 
checke to-his Micall ; (Ip tras -be- 
farethe Lord, which chofe ase.raiber 


thamefull: reiection -of her Fa- 
ther; now fince thee will be 
forrgetting, whofe wife the-was, 
theffall be put in minde whofe 
daughter fhe was.Contumelyes 


{es of God, may fafely bte re- 
| payed : If webemeal-mouthed 
| in the f{cornes of religion, -wee: 


_ | arériot patient, but zeale-leffe ; 


Heere we may not forbeare her, 


| had not loued Micaldearely, he 
i had neuer ftuod Vpon - 


oints: 


then thy Fashér,ex all bis bonfe,as-c.) | 
Had notMical wwitted her. hus- 
band:‘with the fhame of his |. 
zeale, fhe had ‘nor heard of -the 


that.are-calt vpon vs in thecau-| 


that lies in our bofome. If Daard | 


thofe| 


Lrp. i ig. Vaxab and the Arke,wre, | 
points with’ Abner Hee: kemew 
thaeif Abner caine to ‘hit, the. 


Kingdome of Ifrael would’ ac: 
company him sandyet’ he fends 


| him the’ charge ‘of not fecing 


his face, except lie: brought: Mi. 
cal, Sates daugheer with him; as 
if he would not. regird:. “te 


- Crowite: of Track, whiles: hee’ 


waited’ thar wile of his; Yee’ 
heere Keetakes-her vp reundh 
asif fhe had Benéan enimy,not 
a  parténer of hisbed ; All rela- 
tiotis area loofe off; in ‘compatit | 
fon of that. becWviaze God: ‘and| 
the Soule; Héthatloues Father, | 
or Mother, or'wife, or: ‘childe, | 
Betterthen me (: Gith dur- Saini 


| Our) isnot worthy of mic Euen 


na higheft delights = ourharts 
a N2 2 mutt 


; 186 | , _ Contemplations. Lin.rs.| 


muftbetrampled vpon, when} 
they will ftand out in riualicy| 
withGod. Oh happy refoluti-| |, 

onof the royall Prophet, and] ), 
propheticall King of Ifrael,| | 

(I will bee yet more vile then| , 

thus, and will beclowin mince| -, 

| ownefight) heknewthis very} |, 
abafementheroycall ;and thar| |: 


{che only way to true glory, is| | 
}not to be afhamedof our low-| | 
{efthumiliation vnto God: Well| 

might he promife himfelfe ho-| {, 
nor from thofe, whofe. con- 

'|tempt thee had threatned; The 

hearts: of men’ are not their| 
owne, hes that made them, o- 
uer-rules them, and inclines 
them .to an honorable con-} 
_{ceit of thofe that. honor their |_ 
24 | maker .. 


rE — grt ae en ern eB * ace 
e 


[ Lasts: 7axah and the ark, eo 


Jeuen where they haue ont- 
j wardindignities. Danid came 
“1to. bleffe his houfe/,  Mical | 


dudgements; God doth {0 re- 


C 


~- 
e 7 
Sige seas oer 


maker; So as holy men haue| 
oft-times inward reuereitce, | 


brings a curfe vpon her felfe; } 
Her fcornes fhall make her 
childeleffe to the day of her 
death ; Barrenneffe was held in | 
thofe.times, none of the leaft 


uenge Danids° quarrell vpon | 
Mical, that her fudden difgrace, 


jfhall ‘bee recompenced with 


‘el pane Shee hall not beé’ 

eld worthy to beare a Sonne, | - 
to him who fhe vniultly cotem- 
ned; How iutt is it with God | 


{to prouide whips for the back 


of f{corners? It isno maruellif} 
| NZL. thofe 


a a 


> <voe ow 


“Tr Gonanplcoas. — Liba 
thofe that mocke at gooduefle,| 
‘| bec plagiied with conti. 

| ‘puall fruitle- | f 
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B O fooneas cuer Danid |. 
BES: pes can but breathe him- | . 
| Risapinca felfe from the pub- | 
|| Tique ares, hee cafts 
_ | backe his thoughts to the deare| 
remembrance -of his Jonathan, | 

Sauls feruantislikely toginchim| 
the beft intelligence of Sauls | 
{otis ; The queftion is therfore |. 
maued to Ziba.; Remaincth 
there yet none of the houfe of 
Saul? and left fafpition might 


conceale 


BERS Se 
<a t 


j : 
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IEE ALLS ENS 
conceale the remainders of an 
emulaus linc in feare of reuenge 
intended, headdes On whom 
I may thew che mercy of God 
for Ionathans fake, O frendfhip 
worthy of che monuments of 
etefnity-; fic onely to requite 
him, whofe loue was morethen 
theloue of women ; Hee doth 
not fay,Is thereany of the houfe 
of Jonathan, but of Saal; thacfor| . 
his frends fake hee may fhew fa-|° 
uour to the polterity of his Per- | 
| fecutor. Ionathaus louccould nor 
bee greater then Sanls. malice; | 
which alfo fumiued long in his 
iffue; from whom Danidfourid 
abufie and ftubborne rivality} — 
forthe Crowne of Ifrael; yetas | 
jane that gladly buried.all the) 
Pie 8 ~ hoftilicy | 


2 


{: 
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It is. true-loue that ouer-liuing 


| {the perfon ofa frend, will be in- | 
herited of his feed's but to loue} 

. {the poftericy.of'an enemy inal - 
frend, it is the miracle of frend- 
fhip : The formall amity of the} 


worldis confined to a face ; or 


tothe poffibilityofrecompence, | 
languifhing in the difabilicy,) 
jand dying inthe deceafe of the) 
party affected : ‘That loue was | 
cuct falfe, that is not euer con-| 
ftanc, andithen moft operatiue}| 
wheit™ it cannot bee - cither) 
|knowne,orrequited. =| 
Tout ofall voquictcompe-} . 
a ae ee 


Y 


ren | 
hoftility' of Saals houfe in Tona-} 
thans grauc, heaskes, Is there amy 

man. left of Sauls houfe, that: Emay\ 
fhewhin mercy for Tonathans fake?) 


Se 


' Eg2 


tiuon for the: Kingdome of Lf-| 


| teftro che houfe,of Sad (befides 


| fheth; fo young, thache wasbur }- 


‘|nurfe thar made-him fo: Shee 


Contemplation. Urb. 15.) | 
rael, the prouidence of Ged:had| 
{o ordered, thar there is none]; 


the:fons of his Concubines){aue 
onely young and Jame Mepbibo- 


fiye yeeres of age, when Danid 
centred vpon the goucrnmentof | 
Ifracl ; fo lame, thatif his age} 
had fitted, his impotence bad]. 
made him vafit forthethrene. | 
Mepbibofieth was not borne: a 


hearing of the death of Sealand 
Tanathan,made fuch hafketo- flee, 
that her. young Mafter was. lay 
med with the, fall: ¥wis.there 
needed no fuch fpeed se run 


away 


Lins, Mobi al Za) 35 | 


aurprotection? ». ; 


_ Mephibafheth could not come 
atherwife then fearefully, into| 
_ [the ptefenice of Danéd, whom hal. 
| | knew fa long, fo {pitefully op. | 
> pofed-by: the houfe of | Sauk: be : 
eould not be ignorant, thatthe]. 
fafhion of che worldis, co build} 
their owne fecurity. vpon the| 
roe 


bloud of the oppofite 


neither ta thine ,ehemfelues|' - 
fafe, whiles any branch remains). 
{pringing ous of that raor of| 

ora | _ | their : a. 


away from Dausid; whole leue|. a 
—- the hidden fon of his} 
rother Jexatban :.. How .often|: 
doth our ignorant.miftaking,| 
cae: ¥s to. run: fram our. beit |: 
frends,and te catch knocksand 
maymes: of them thar profeffe) 


 ky4 


t  onieigamann —" on “ j 
i 
i 


eye) & Tims Emo a: enn apes 
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, 


adminifter his further cordials ; 


kindneffe , for Tonathan thy fathers 
| fake, and Will reflore thee all the fields 


bread at my table continually :) 


— Danid can {ee neither Sauls | 


bloud, nor lame legs in Mepibo- 
fheth, whiles hee {ees in him the 


| features of his frend Tenathax ;} 
how muchleffe thall the God of } 


_ | mercies a our infirmities, 


or the corrupt bloud of our fin-}. 


full progenitors, whiles hee be- 


holds vs inthe face of his fon,}. - 


in whom heis well pleafed. 


| Fauors are wont fo much] 
ONE? s ae r . : . _ more! 


ps ‘Contemplations. ‘List 5. _ 
their | emulation 7 Seafonably. | : 
‘doth Dawid therfore firft, expell]. ; 


allehofe vniult doubts, ere hee] 


| (Feare not ; for I will farely fhew thee} 


of Saul thy father, and thon fhale cat | 


~ 2 ete ner . ete OSL 


(Lin; Mephibefhahand Ziba | 
|moreta affeét ys, as they are] 
Icflc expected by vs; Mephibo- 
| fheth. as ouer-ioyed with fo 
{ comfortable'a word, and con-| _ 
| founded in himfelfe at the re-} 
j membrance of thecontrary de- 
\feruingsof his family, bowes 
| himfelfe to che earth, and: fayes 
|( What is thy feruant, that thon 
| fhouldftlooke upon fach a.dead dog| 
|asl. am?) I finde no defed of|- 
_{ wit, (though of limmes) in 
| Mephibo/herb, he knew himfelfc}. 
'\ the grand-childe of, the King of| 
| Ifrael, the Son of Jonathan,: the} 
| \awfull-heyre of both, yet in 
4 regard of his owne impotency, 
. and the trefpaffe and -reieétion| © 
| of his houfe, hee thus abafech} — 
| himfelfe vnto Denid ;- Humilia-| 


tiolr | 


096 


{hee was ,. and calls himfelfe 
| worfe chen hee is a, 4 dagge ; | 


| affliGtions 5‘ What if wee were 
borne great? If the finne of his 


| Mepbibophetbis therefore a Dead | 


' Lrpirs. 


tion'is a right vfe of Gods 


grandfather hath loft his efture, 
and the hand of: his Nurfe hath: 
deformed and difabled hisper- 
fon, hee now forgets:. what! 


Yet 2 lining .dogge, is betrer 
then - dead’ Lyon there 
is dignity and-¢omfort in life, | 


Dog vnto Danid + Te is nog for 
vsto ‘fhoutith thefame Spirits'in | 


our aduerfe eftate, that wee] | 


foutidinour higheft profperi- 


ty; Whatv{e have we made of} - 


Gods hand, if wee beendt the} 
lower with our: fall? Ged ia!} 
oy 7 _.._ tends! 


bdead AC. <inatt ae vite 


ik King ; his featefhall. bee honos 


| raging himfelfe ; he: loues: and} 
'. Thonors.this humility,inthe Son} . 
| of Jonathan , There-is: no mare 

| [certaine way to ‘glory and_ad- 
uancement, then:a Jowly.‘de- 
iection of our falues : Hee that 


| jrayfed vp to.the. ‘Table: ofa 


rable, yea, royall, his fare delici- |. 
ous, his attendancenoble How} — 
i ~ much 
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fors fit only for the ditch, is] i | 


much more’ will our gracious | 
God, lift vpour heads,vnto true 
henor before men and. Angels, 
if wee can bee fyncerely hum-| j 
bled-in his fight? If: wee mif | 
calJour felues -in ‘the micane: 
nefie of ourconctitstohim, he} 
giucs vs.a new name, and fers| i: 
vs atthe table of his: glory; Ic} | 
is contrary with Godand men;| | 
if they reckon of Vs. as wee fet 
out our {elues,:hee values_vs ac- 
E to our abafements. 


= gar eee era , “Lap Bit 5. 


Likea Prince: truly munificeat 
and faithfull,’ Danid promifes 
and performes at once; Ziba 
Sails feruant hath the charge gi- 
uen him, of the execrition of | 
that royall word; He fhall be the 
Bas ff of this — — of 


[Lr Mepbibo/heth and Ziba, { 199 


bis mafler Mephibofheth ; Theland 
of Saki, how euet forfaited,thall 
know no. ether mafter then 


Seals grand- childe; As yet;Sanls 


| feruant had {ped better then his 


Son : Iread of twenty feruants| 
of Ziba, none of Mepbibofheth ; 
Earthly poffeflions, doe noe al- 


|wayes admit. of equall diuifi- 


ons, The wheele is now turned 
vp; Mephibofheth is a Prince,Ziba 
is hisofficer; I cannot but pitty 
the condition of this good Son 
of Jonathan ; Into how ill hands 


|| |did honeft Mepbibofheth fall, firft, 
{of a careleffe Nurfe, then of a 
Jerecherous feruant; She may- 


med his body, ice would haue 
outrthtownc his eftate: After 
fome yeares of eye feruice to 

O Me- 


“, 


| Mepbibofheth, wicked Ziba in- 
tends togiue him a worfe fall 
then his nurfe. Neuer any Court 
was free from detractors, from] 
delators, who if they feea man 
to beacreeple, that hee cannot 
poe to fpeake for himfelfe, will} 


e telling tales of him, in the} 


cares of the great; fuch a one 


was this perfidious Ziba; who} 


taking the oportunity of Dawids 
flight from his Son Abfalom,fol- 
loweshim witha faire prefent, 
and a falferale, accufing his ime 
potent matter of a foule and 
trayterous ingratitude ; labou- 
{ring to tread vpon his lame 


-|Lord to rayfe himfelfe to ho-| 


nor: True-harted Mephibofheth 
hadas good a will as the belt ; 


1 
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if he could haue commanded 
legges, he had not beeneleft be- 
hinde Dauid: now that he can-| 
not goe with him , hee will not| 
be well without him, and ther- 
fore puts himfelfe to a wilful} 
_ {and{fullen penance, for the ab-| ~ 
_|fenceand danger of his King; 
thee will notfomuch as put on 
cleaneclothes for the time,as he} 
| chat could not haue any ioy in 
himfelfe, for the want of his 
~|Lord Dasid; Vnconfcionable|. 
mifcreants care not how they | 
collogue, whom they flander 
for a priuate aduantage ; Lewd| _ 
| | Zibecomes with a gifte in his |. 
'. | band,and a {mooth tale in his 
mouth; Oh fir, you thought 
| you hada Tonathanat home, but 
Ox you | — 


es ee ee 


(ontemplations. L1B.15. 
you will finde a Sau/, It were 
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your table, that would fic in 
yourthrone, youthought Sauls. 
land would haue contented 


Mephibofhetb, buche would haue 


‘|yet hee would bee climbing, 


for your kingdome, now that 
youare but gone afide? I/hbo-| 
eth will neuer die whiles A- 


now forget his impotence, and 
rayfed vp his fpirits in hope of 
a day ; and durft fay, that. now 
the time was comne, wherein 
_|the Crowne fhould reuert to 
Sauls true heyre, Oh viper: If a 

| : Serpent 


pitty but hee fhould bee fer at| 


all yours ;thoughhee bee lame | 


would you haue thought that | 
this creple could be plotting | 


phibofheth liues : How did hee| - 


Serpent bite in fecret when hee 


is not charmed, no better is a | 


flanderer ; Honeft Mepbibofheth 
in good manners made a dead 
dog of himfelfe, when Dasid 
offred him the fauour of his 
board ; but Ziba would make 


| him avery dog indeed, an ill- 
|natur’dcurre, chat when Danid 


did thus kindely feed him at his 


owne table, would not only} 


bitehis fingers, but flye at his 
throar, 7 
But what fhall we fay to this? 


Neither carthly foueraignty, | 

nor holyneffe can exempt men 
from humancinfirmities. Wife | _ 
and good Dagid hath now but 
onecare;and that mifled ; wich 


credulity ; His charity in belec- 


0 3 ving. 
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fuing Ziba, makeshim vnchari-| _t 
table in diftrufting, in cenfu-| 
ring Mephibofheth. Thedetrakor| ii 
hath not only fudden credit gi- f 
uen him,but Sauls land, lonathens| 

- 1Son hath loft (vnheard) that} 
inheritance, which was giucn}| tt 
him vnfought. Heare-fayisno}  :t 
{afe ground of any iudgement ; My 
Zibs {launders, Daaid belecues,| — 
| Mephibofheth fuffers. | 4 
Lyesfhall not alwayes pro-| 
'fper, God will not abide the} 
truth to be euer opprefled; At} ‘tt 
\laft Jonathans lame Son fhallbee| x 
-|\foundas found in heart, aslame ; 
Jin his body ; Hee whofe Soule} 
lwas like his father Jonathans r 
Soule, wholebody was like to| {if 
- [his grand-father Sauls Soule, 


- meets. 


_- | beene, the more villanous was 


| uours to him ; hisovwne obliga- 
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meets Danid (as it was high 
time ). vpon his returne; beftirs 
his tongue, to difcharge him-} 

{elfe of fo foulea flaunder, The} - 


more horrible the crime had 


the yniuft fuggeltion of it, and | 
the more neceflary was a iuft. 
Apologie; Sweetly therefore, 
and yet pafffonately doth. hee} - 
Hiabour to gteaten Danids fa- 


tions and vildcnefle; fhowing 

| hinfelfe moreafftected witkzhis | 
wrong, then with his lofle;wel-| 
comming Daxd home with a 
cthankfull neglect of himfelfe,as'| 
not caring that Zibe had his fub-. 
ftance,nowthathe had hisking. 
| Dawid is fatished Mephibosbeth re-.|_ 
es O4 ~~ ftored) | 


{tored to fauour and lands; here 
aretwo kinde harts well met. 

| Dauid is full of fatisfation from 

| Mephibofheth ; Mephibefheth runs 

ouer with joy in Dawid: Danid, 

like a gracious King, giues Me- 

phibo fheth.(as before) Sauls lands 

to halues with Zea ; Mepbibo- 

| fheth, likea King, giues all ro 

Ziba, for joy that God had :gi- 

uen him Danid; All had beene| 
well,if Za had: fared worfe; 
Pardon mec, O-holy and glori- 

ous foule of a:Prophet ,: of a 

King, after Gods ‘owne heart; ‘I | 

mut needs:blame. theefor mer- 

|cy :-A fault chat the beft and 

| moft generous naturesare moft| 
{ubitéttos Ie is pitty, thar fo 
jgoodaching fhould doc ‘hurt ;| 


43 ral 


| yet wee finde, that the beft,mif. 

vfedis moft dangerous : Who 
fhould be the patterne of Kings, 
but the King of God? Mercy is 


the gentlicit flower in- his 


but witha difference.Gods met- 


Lint; Mephibietband Ziba 


Crowne, muchmore intheirs,| 
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: fhame and forrow ; that hee} 
fhould ‘bee coupled witha Me> 
phibofheth in a partnerthip of e- 
ftates: Oh that Daséd had chan-}. 
—. [gedthe word a litle, - | 
| | A diuifion was due here in- 
| deed ; but of Zibe's cares from} 
his head, or his head from his} | 
fhoulders, for going about. fo 
malicioufly , to diuide Denid 
from the fon of Jonathan ; An 
eye for aneye, was Gods rule; 


Zibaluggelted againit Mepbibo-' 
fresh, he had been worthy to lofe 
his head with his lands, being} 
falfe, ic had beene but reafon, 
Zibafhouldhaue changed heads 
with Mephibo/heth ; Had net ho- 
ly Denid himfclfebeene fo — 


~ with: 


—— 


If thac had beene true, which . 


_ }tongue 2? euen fharp arrowes| . 
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| wich venomous tongues., thar 
he cryes out in the bitrernefic of | - 
hisfoule; What reward fhall be 
‘\giuen to thee, 6 thou falfe) 


with hot burning coles. Hee] 
that was fo fenfible of himfelfe| 
in Deegs wrong, doth he feelelo| 
little of Mephibofheth in Zibars? | 
Are thele the arrowes of Danids | 
quiuer? are thefe his hot bur-| 
ning coles (Thou > Ziba dinide?) 
He that had fayd, Their tongue 
isa fharp fword, now that hee 
\ had thefwordafjuftreucngein| — 

his hand, is. this:che blow hee} 
giues, Dinide she: poffe(sions ? I 
know not whether, excefle, or 
| want of mercy,may proue moft} 
| dangerous in thegreat; theone| 

: may 


a 
| (ontemplations. Lr. 15.] 


difcourage good intentions 
with feare; the ather may eh- 
courage wicked ~ practices 
through prefumption ; Thofe 
that are in eminent place, muft 
learne the mid-way berwixt 
both ; fo pardoning faults, thar 
they may not prouoke them ; 
fo punifhing them, that they 
may not difhearten vertuous 
and wel-meant actions ; they 
muft learne to fing that abfo- 
lute ditty:(whereof’ Danid 
had here ‘forgotten 
oncpart)ofMere 
ey &Tudgee > 
mene 


 Alanun| 
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— Ambaffadours. 
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: MIT is not the meaning 
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Cannibals 


SG of religion, to make| — 


men vnciuill ; If che} . 


little frendfhip is enough to an} 
\Idolater ; but euen the fauag 


ait} 


er (ontemplations. Lip.15.{° 


Ripe pwtenaaD 


Cannibals may receiue an. an- 
_lfwverof outward courtefie ;: Ifa 

very dog fawne vpon vs, wee’ 

firgke him on the head, .and 
- him onthe fide; niuch leffe | 
is the common band of huma. 
nity vicyed by Grace: Difpari- 
ty in fpiricuall profeflions, is no} 
warrant for ingratitude : Hec 
therfore, Whole good nature 
- |proclaimed to fhew mercy to a 


thrufting out their right cyes Zz ; 
for the admiflion into his coue- 
ap ee nant. 


in his defignes againft Ifrael, yer} 


for no caufe fo much, as Seuis 
-oppofition; And yet euen this 
fauouris held worthy both of 

‘memory, & retribution : where} 
we haue the acts of courtefie, 
it is not neceflary wee fhould| 


be their owne; What euer the 
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seed a ceaehctpisieatatasaaaid ei 
nant. ' He that was thus bloudy | 


was kinde to Danid ; perhaps 


enter into a {tri@ e*tmination| 
of the grounds of it ; whiles the 


benefit is ours, lecthe intention} 


hearts of men are,we muft look 
at their hands, and repay, not 
what they meant,but what they} _ 
did;s 
Nabafh is dead, Danid fends 
Ambafladours to condole his 
loffe,andto comfort his fonne| 
: — anun! 


214 | . (ontemplaions.. Lis.ts.f- 


Hanun. No Ammonite, but is 
‘| fadly affected with the death of 


a father, though it gaine hima 


Kingdome: Euen Efaz could} | 


fay, the dayes of mourning for 
my father will come; No earth- 
lyaduantage.can fillvpthegap} 


of nature :. Thofe children are 
worfe then Ammonites, that 
can thinkéeither gaine, or liber 
ty, worthy to counteruailea pa- 
rents loffe. | 
_{° Carnall men are wont to 
meafure anothers foot, by their 
| owne laft ; their owne falfhuod 
{makes them vniuftly fufpitious 
of others. The Princes of Am- 
mon, becaufethey are guilty to 
{their owne hollownefle, and 
doublenefle of heart, are ready 


fol 


eo. 3 
~-- - e a 


{Lir. 
{fo to iudge of Dauid and his 


-— nee a . i. 


5. Ei 


I 


meflengers(Thinke/? thou that Da- 


| nid doth bonour thy father, that hee.| 


hath fent comforters onto thee. Fath 


{not Danid rather fent his owne fer- 
| nants to thee, to fearch the City, and 


to fpye it out, to onerthrow it ;) Icis 
hard fora wicked heart to think 


| well of any other ; becaufe ic 


can thinke none better then it 


{elfe, and knowes it {elfe euill :| 


The freer a man is from vice 
himfelfe, che more charitable 
he vfes to be vnto others. — 


Whatfocuer Dauid was parti- 
cularly in his owne perfon, it|_ 
was ground enough of preiu- 


dice, that he wasan Ifraelice; Ic 
was an hereditary and deep {fet- 
led hatred, chat the Ammonites 


nun and Danids, wc. 


had 


oat . ee ernnmnmnenan masa : . 2 , 


I9 |. 
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had conceiuedagainfttheirbre-] |; 
thren of Iftael: neithercanthey| 
forget-that fhamefull and feare- 
full foyle, which they recciued 
from the refcucrs of Iabefh-Gi-| | 
lead ; and now ftill doe they] 
ftomach at thename of Ifrael;} 
Malice onceconciuedinworld-} _.,, 
ly hearts, isnot eafily extingui-} ‘; 
thed, but vponalloccafions, is}  ,, 
readytobreak forthintoaflame] 
of reuengefull actions. : 
Nothing can bemoredange-| ;, 
rous, then foryoung Princes,to] ‘; 
meet with ill counfellintheen-|  ;, 
trance of their gouernment; for] _, 
both then are they moftprone} 
* [to takeit, and moft difficulely) 
recouered from it; Ifwebefet} 
|out of our way in the begin-/ ~, 
ning 


| | derifion of:all beholdets> The} 


| good aduice; and the King wife 


|{cornefull difgrace; heefhaues 
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ning of ourjéurney,. weewans| 
der all theday.; How ‘+happyis 
that ftate,wheteboth theQduns 
fellors are faithful, to giue only 


to difcerne good aduicefron e 
uill: . The young King of: Am- 
monis eafily drawneto beleeue 
his Peeres, and to miftruft:the 
meflengers ;.and-hauing now 
in his conceit turned themiinio 
Spies, entertaines them with a 


off, one. halfe. of their:beards, 
& cuts offonchaltfe of their gars | 
ments ; expefing them ‘to the} 


Hraclites were'forbidden either | - 
a fhauen beard, or a fhort gar- 
ment; in defpight, perhaps, © ef 

Pa their! 
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in: both; The‘ione is . cafi- 


‘|tainlyina defpight of their Ma- 


the; —: can, at bee fap. 


_. {ontemplatun _ Lists. | 


a Law, thefe rcs 
are fentaway with both: Cer- 


(ter; and a {corne: -of their per- 
fons. 

King Desid is nota little fen- 
re ble of the abufe of his Meffen- 
gers, and of himfelfe in them ; 
firft therefore, he defires to hide 
their fhame, then to reuengeit. 
Man:hath but:a double ornae| 
mentof. body, the one of na- 
cure, the other of Art;: The 
natural ornamentis the: haire; 
the:aitificiall is apparrell ; De- 
nidy Meflengersiare” deformed 


ly. 'fapplyed bya new: -fuit, 
— 


i 
» At 
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plyed out of the ward-robe of 
Time ; Tarry at Iericho till your, 
beards be growne.. How eatfily 
had this deformity beene re- 
moouced, if as Ffanun had fha- 
uen one fide of their faces, fo | 
they had fhauen the other ; | 
what had this beene but to 
refemble their younger age, or 
that other fex, in neither of | 
which , doe wee vfe to place 
any imagination of vnbefee-) 
ming ; neither did their want 
fome of their neighbour Nati?) _ 
ons, whofe faces age it felfe} — 
-lhad nor wont to couer with 
this fhade of haire : But fo refpe- 


' |&iue is good David, and his 


wife Senators, of their country- 
P 3 ~~ formes;| 


formes ; that they fhall by ap-) 
poyntment rather tarry abroad, 
till time haue wroughe their 
conformity, then vary from the 
receiued fafhions of their owne 
people. Alas, into whata licen- |. 
tious variety of ftrange difgui- 
‘fes are wee falne? the glory of 
attire is fought in nouelty, in| 
mifhapennefle, in. monftrouf- 
neflé: There is much latitude, | 
much liberty in the vfe of thefe 
indifferent things ; but becaufe} 
wee are free, wee may not run 
wilde ; and neuer thinke wee 
| hauefcope enough, vnleffe wee | 
outrunmodefty, 

_ Itis lawfull for publique per- 
fons, to feele their owne indig- 

nities , and to endeauour their 
i iterenge. 
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reuenge. Now Danid fends all 
the hoft of themighry mento 
unifh Ammon,for fo foulean 
abufe ; Thofe that receiued the 
Meffengers of his-loue, with 
{corne and infolency, fhall now 
bee feuerely faluted with the 
Meffengers.of his wrath. Ic is 
juft both with God and men, | 
that they, who know not how 
to take fauours aright, fhould 
{mart with ry aaaricer Kind- 
neffe repulfed, breakes forth in- 
to indignation, how : much 
more when itis repayd with an 
iniurious affront? . 
Danid cannot but feele his 
owne cheekes fhauen, and his 
owne cotes cut in his Ambafla- 


dors; They did but carry his 


ck 
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AEE AS A TT PO a a 
perfon to Hanun ; neither can 


hee therfore bur appropriate to 
himfelfe the kindneffey or iniu- 


|ry offered vnto them; He that 


did fo take to heart the cutting 


off, but the lap of King Seals} . 


garment, when it was layd a- 
fide from him, how mutt hee 
needes bee affected with this 
difdainefull. haluing of his 
haire and robes, in the perfon 


of his Deputies. The name of| | 


Ambaffadours hath beene ever 


facred , and by the. yniuerfall 
‘Law of Nations, hath carried 
in it fufficient protection, from} 


all publique wrongs, nether 
hath it euer beene violated, 
without a reuenge. Oh God, 


what fhall wee fay to thofe 


noto-! 


————— 


me ee 
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{aotorious contempts which 


jare dayly caft vpon thy. {piri-| 


tuall meflengers? Is it pofli- 
ble thou fhouldf not feele 


them, thou fhouldft not a- 


{uengethem? Wee aremadea 


gazing ftocke to the world, 
to Angels and to men, wee 


fare defpifed and trodden 


downein the duft; Who hath 


beleeued our’ report, and to 
whom is thearme of the Lord 


reucaled>? : 
How obftinate are wicked] 


men in their peruerfe refoluti- 


ons, Thefe foolifh Ammonites 


had rather hyre Syrians to 


maintainea warre againft I{ra- 


clin fo. foulea quarrell, befides 


the hazard of their owne liucs, 
—_— } ; then 
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(ontemplations. Lis. 15. 
then confefle the error of their 
icalous mif-conftruction. 

Itis one of the madde prin- 
ciples of wickednefle, that it is 
a weakeneffeto relent, and ra- 
ther to Dye then yeild; Euen 
ill caufes once vndertaken,muft 
bee vpheld although with 
bloud ; whereas the gracious 
hart finding his owne mis-ta- 
king, doth not only remit of an 


vngrounded .difpleafure, but} 


_ |{tudies to bee reuenged of it 


felfe ; and to gine fatisfation to 
the offended, 


The mercenary Syrians are 


~\drawne to venture their liues 
\for a fee; twenty thoufand of 


them are hyred into the field 
againft Ifrael; Fond Pagans that 
oe know 


Fa a eeeeseeep——, 


- — ee pe ee ne a eng” 
: d 
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know notthe value of a man; 
| their bloud coft them nothing, |. 
and they care nottofell it ood 
cheape; How can wee thinke 
thofe men haue Soules, that ¢- 
| fteeme a little white earth a- 
boue themfelues? that neuer 
inquire into the iuftice of the 
uarell, but therate of the pay; 
: ean rifle fordrams of filuer, 
in the bowels of their owne 
flefh, and either kill or die for a 
dayeswages? a 
loab the wife Generall of If- 
racl foone findes, where the 
ftrength of thebattlelay,and fo 
| marfhalls his troupes, that the 
choyce of his men fhall incoun- 
ter the vantgard of the Syrians. 
His brother sbifhai leads-the|. 
‘ | reft 


) ne e 
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_|-as brethren,and lend their hand | 


taine,both for wifdomeand va- 
a lour. Who could either exhort 
ee or 


| (‘entemplations. Lis.1 5° | 


reft againft the children of Am- 
mon; with this couenant of 
mutuall aflaftance, ( tbe Syrians 
be too ftrong for mee, then thou fhalt| 
helpe mee; but of the children of 

Ammon be teo flrong for thee, then | 
will come and belpe thee ;) Yc isan 
happy thing, when thecaptains| 
of Gods people ioyne together 


to theaydeof each otheragainft 
the common aduerfary. Con-| 
cord in defence, or affault is the 
way to victory ; as contrarily, 
the deuifion of the Leaders is 
theouerthrow ofthe army. 
Set afide fome particular 
actions, loab was a worthy Cap- 


| others: Thetongue of aCom- 
mander fights more then his} 


——— we 5 se ere oe a - 
a 
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or refolue better then he, (Be o 


| goodcourage, and lets play the men, - 


or our people, and for the cities of dur 
God, and the Lord dee that which 


his people; That Souldier can 
neuer anfwer it to God, that 
trikes not more as a [ufticer, 


ownecourage, but he animates 


hand sitis enough for priuate 
men to exercife what life and 
limmesthey haue, a good Lea-| 
der muft out of his owne abun- 
. "dance, 


r 


{pect to the caufe of God, and). 


then asan enemy; Neisher doth] . 
| hee content himfelfe with. his 
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Ee ED, - 


dance, put life and {pirits into 


{all others; If a Lyon lead fheep 
into the field, there is hope of 


victery : Laftly, when he hath 
donc his beft, he refolues to de- 
pend vpon God for the iffue : 
not trufting to his {word,or his 


| bowe, but to the prouidence of 


|builevponreligion.. se. | 
| 7 | 


the Almightiefor fucceffe; as’ a 
man religioufly awfull,and aw- 
fully confident, whiles there 
fhould bee no want in. their 
owne indeuours : he knew. well 


\thac the race was not to the 
fwift, nor the battle to the] 


(trong, thereforehce lookes-vp 


Jaboue the hills whence. come} | 


meth his faluation ; All. valour 
is cowardife to that, ‘which is 
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a 
{ maruel not to {ce Joab victo-| 


rious, whiles he is thus godly ; 
The Syrians flee before him, 
like flocks of theepe ; the Amo. 
nites follow. them; The two 


Sons of Zeruiah haue nothing | 


to doe, but to purfue and exe- 
cute ; Thethroates ofthe Amo- 
nites are cut, for cutting the 
beards and cotes of the Ifraeli- 
tifh meflengers ; Neither doth 
this reuenge end in the field ; 
Rabba the royall city of Am- 


mon is ftrongly beleguered by}. 


Toab ;the. City of waters (after 
well-neare a yeares fiege) yeil- 
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deth ; the reft_can no longer] - 
holdout; now Joab,as onethat! 


defired more to approue him- 


felfe a loyall and carefull fub-| 


icct,) 


% ‘ 


__Jencampe againft the Ciry and 
take it ; Leaft (faithhe) I take | 


—_ Se ginally 
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icét, then a happy Generall, 
fends to his matter Dawid chac 
he fhould come perfonally,and 


and it be called after my name. Oh 
nobleand imitable fidelity of a 
dutifull feruant, chat prefers his 
Lord to himfelfe, an is fo farre 
from ftealing honor from his 


matters deferts, thathe willing-| 


ly remits of his ownte, to adde| 


vnto His. The watre was not] — 


his; he was only imployed by 
his Soueraigne ; The fame per- 
fon.chat was wronged in the 
Ambafladors, rewengeth by his | 
foldiers ; the praife of the act 
fhall (like fountaine water) re- 
curneto the fea, whence it ori- 


ginally. came: To feekea mans 


| themfelyes. Oh God; it is a fear- |. 


the honor. of all. our actions, | 


Lrs.is. Hanan and Danidsjerc. | 231 


owne glory isnotglory. Alas, 
how manyare there,who being 
fent.co fue far God, wove: for] 


fullthing to robbe thee of that 
° F \ a 
which is deareft rothee, glory 5| - 
which as thou wilt not giue to | - 
any creature, fo much leffe wil 
thow indure that any. crtature| 
fhould.filtch it-from: thee; ard | 


who giuelt 9 beeing toouradi- 

- onsand vs, and in both hafk . 
. moft iuftly regarded. *. .- 
= a: thine: owne —-'°—.- 

oo prbifes 


' : . 
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what ‘eon. 


Rh \d | } lingnes ; with what | 
A (VIN feare, do L.ftill look | 


FR vpon the mifcariage 


of the mati’ afrer. Gods: owne 


hart?":O holy. Prophet, : who 
Cary. ptomife: -hinvfelfe alwayes 
to ftand,when hefees thee falne 


and maitned 4 in the fall 2; Who] 


can affure himielfe of animmu- 
nity from the fouleft fins, when 


hee’ ie the oftading fo hay- 


noully, 
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 |noufly, fo bloudily? Letpro- 
fane cyes behold thee cqnten- 
| tedly, as a patrerne, as ait excafe 
of finning ; T'fhali neuer. lowke 
Jat thee but through tearesyas a 
wofull{pectacle of humanoia- 
firmiry> | SEES. ¢ “aoe 
» Whules doabarndiall Irael were 

buficin thiswarrt‘againth Aiw- 


tthe fecure hart wi Davids Who 
euer found Dawidchustompted; 
thus foyled in'the dayes obhis 
| bufte warres?:Now only doe] 
|fec the King oof Effael, rifling | 
| from his bed: m:ithe outainge;| 
| Thetime was, when' he rofevp | 
inthemorning to his earlyzdo:| 
‘uotions 3: wheit’ hee ‘brake this | 
poe Qa nightly | 


! pe a ! | 


a (Contemsplations. Lis.15. 
iohely. reft. with publique 
pet thie bufintffe of ¢ 
ftate ; all chat while he was in- 
naceht, he washoly ; bur now 
that. he.wallowes in the bed o 
idleneffe; he is: fit to inuite a 
tentation.Theindultrious man 
hath po leafure. to. finne. The 
idle hach neieher leafurenor po- 
wer to auoyd fiane ; Exercife is 
notworewholfomeforthebe-| 
dy, then: for. the Soule, the re-| 
miffion wherdof-breeds mateer 
of \difeafe in bérh:: ‘The water 
that hath beenc heated, foonecft 
freezeth; che moft active Spirit 
feoneth tyrethavith flackning ; | 
Thexeareh fands fill, and-is.all| - 
drépsiythehcanens cuer-moue, | 
and are-pure,.’ We haue no: rea- 
Paws ss ee {fon} 


—_," 


_[ L1p.15.Danid with Baghfhebaerc., 235 
fon to complaine of the affidu- | 
ity of work ; thetoyle of action 
is anfwered by the benefic ; If 
wee did leffe wee fhould fuffer 
more Satan likean idle com- 
= if he finde vs butte, flies 
acke and {ees it no time to en- | 
tertaine vaine purpofes with vs; 
Wee cannot pleafe him better 
then bycafting away our work, |, 
to hold chat with him; wee 

{cannot yeild fo farre and. bee 
guildefle. 8 = 
Euen Danids eyes haue no 
fooner the fleepe rubbed out of 
them, then they roue to. wan-| 
ton profpects; He walkes vpon 
his roofe, and fees Bath/heba 
wathing her felfe; inquires after 
her, fends for her, folicits her to 


Q3°___ vneleane- | 
{ 


 Contemplatns. — Lip.rs.] 


vicleanendile. The fame Spirit 
that {hue vp his eyes in an vn-| 
feafonable fleepe, opens them | 
vponanintifing obiect ; whiles | 
: a hath fuch ‘a Solicitor, it | 
lcannot want either meanes or}, 
- Jopportunitie: I cannot thinke | 
Bath{heba could bee fo imme- 
deft,as to wafh her felfe openly, 
efpecially from her naturall vn-| 
| cleancneffe ; Luft is quick-figh- 
ted;Dasid hath efpyed her,where 
fhe could efpye no beholder: | 
His eyes recoyle vpon: his dart, | 
and haue {mitten him witha | 
lfinfulldefire. = 8 
| . There can bee no fafety-.to 
\that Soule, where the fenfes are 
letloofe. Hecan neuer keep his | - 
|couenant with God, thar triakes 


‘ 
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nota couenant with his eyes :. 
{Ic is an Idle. prefumption to 
thinke the outward man may 
be free, whiles the inward is 


| fafe : He is. more then a. man, 


whofe hart is not led by his cies, 
he is no regenerate man whofe, 
eyes.are not reftrayned by his | 
hare 
Oh Bathfheba,how wert thou }- 
wafhed from thine vncleane- 


nefle, when thou yeildedft to|- 


|goe into an adulterous bed! 
Neuer wert thou fo foule : as 
now avhen thou wert new. wa- 
fhed, The worft of:nature, is} 
cleanlineffe,ca the beft of finne: 
thou hadft beene cleane if thou | 
hadft not wathed ;,. yet for thee, 
I know howto plead infirmicy | 


238 | 


to 
| fubieéts? Didft thou-want ftore 


| of wiues of thine owne > wert 


_ Contemplations, = Lus.1s] 
of fexe; and the importunity 
of a King, But what fhall Lfay 
for thee,O chau royall Prophet, 
and propheticall King of Ifrael, 
where fhall I findeought to ex- 
tenuate that crime, for which 
God himfelfe hath nated thee > 
Did not thine holy profeffion 
teach thee to abhorre fuch a fin 
morethen death? Was not thy 
iuftice wont to punifh this :fin 
with no leffe then death? Did}. 
not thy very calling-call thee to 
a prorection and prefcruation 

é iuftice, of chaftity in thy 


thou reftrayned from taking 
more? wasthere no beauty. in 
Iftael, but ina fubiects mariage-| 
7 bed 2}. 
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bed? Wert, thou ouercome by 
the vehement folicitatians . of 
{ an adultereffe? were thou no: 
the temprer, the. profecuror of 
this vncleanenefle 2 I fhould ac 
cufethee deeply, if thou hadli 
notacculed thyfelfe ; Nothing 
wanted to greaten thy finne, or 
our wonder,and feare.. Q God, 
whither doe wee goc if thou] 
ftay vs nor? Who cucramongit) 
| the millions of thy feruants 
could finde himfelfe furnifhec 
‘with ftronger preferuaciues a- 
| gainft finne? Againfl whom 
could fuch a-finne: finde leffe 
pretence of preuailing?Oh keer 
thon vs,that prefumtuous fits 
reuaile.ndtouer vs; ‘Sa anly| 
fhall. wee be free from. grear. of- 
fences. ‘Thel . 


240 | (contemplation. —L18. 15. 

| | The fuites of Kings are impera- 

| tiae; Ambition did now proue| 

 labawd to luft. Bashfhebs yeil-| 

_ tdeth-to offend God, to ditho-| - 

'' Tnour her husband, to clogge} 

and wound her owne Soule, to | 

abufe her body : Difhonefty 

growes bold, when it is coun- |. 

tenanced with greatnefle. Emi- | 

nent perfons had. need be care-| |. 

full of their demaunds; they 

finne by authority, that are foli- | 
citedbythemighty. ~ 

. Had Bathfheba beene minde- 

fullofher matrimonial fidelity,| |, 

_ | perhaps Dasidhad beenefoone} 

checked in his inordinate de-| 

fire; her faciliry furthers the| - 

- «Hfinne, The firft motioner of 

euill is moft faulty, but asin} 

. -quarrels,! 
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| quarels, fo in- offences, the fe-} 
cond blow (which is the con-| | 

. Hfent:) makes the fray. Good}. 
_tbfepb:was moued to folly, by} 
‘his. great and beautifull miftres, | 
this :fire fell vpon wet tinder, 
andtherefore foone went out.| 
Sinne is not acted alone; if but 
one party bee wife, both efcape.| 
Itis no excufe to fay, 1: was| 
tempted, though by the great, 
though bythe holy and learned;| 
Almoft all finners.are mifled 
by that transformed Angel of 
light ;° The action is that wee 
| muft regard, not the perfon; Let 
| the mouer be neuer fo glorious, 
' if he ftirre vsto euill, hee muft 

‘beincerrained with defiance. | - 
“ TheGod that knowes how 


to 


: toraife good out of euill,bleffes - 


_ teare how to {motherthe fhame| 


| &ion of hart? Where are.thofe 


(ontemplations. LIB. 15. : 


| anadulterous copulation with 
thatincreafe, which hee deny 
to, the chaft imbracements. of 
honeft wedlock: Bathfheba hach 
conceiued by Dasid; and now 
‘at onceconceiues aforrow and 


of her conception ; Hethat did 
the fact, muft hide ir. Oh Dasid, 
where is thy repentance? Where 
is thy tendernefleand compun- 


holy meditations, which had 
| wont to take vp thy Soule? 
‘| Alas, in fteed of clearing thy 
finne, thou laboureft-to clake 
it ;and {pendeft thofe thoughts 
in the concealing of thy wic- 
| kedneffe, which thou fhauldft} 
a : rather 
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rather. haue. beftowed in pre 
uenting it: The beft of Gods| 

children may :not onely. bee] ~ 
| drenched in the waues. of. fin; 


§ 


ang po’ Contemplations, “Lre15.) 
ons. :-Hee makesthe difference, 

‘thae will haue mercy on whom 
he will, and:whom he will, ‘hee 
 Jeisrareand hard co commit 
afinele finne:; ‘David hath abu: | 
fod the wife of Vriab, now hee 
would abufe his perfon, in cau- 
fing him tofathiera fallefeode: 
That worthy Hittite is feat for 
from-the-wars:;;and nowy after 
fond cunning, and farifetcht 
_ | queftions ;- is difmiffed'-co his | 
 fhoafe, nocviichoura prefont of 
fanour.;:Damdicould nor but} 
iniapine, thatthe beauty Of his) 
Birhbebs, roa lt weedes be accra: 
| Gide enough. to: an ‘husband, 
‘whom: long::ablence im-wars, 
had swith Held:-all: thas: while 


__ from] 


from fo pleafing a bed ; neither} 
could he thinke, that fince that} 
face,and thofe brefts had power 
to allure himfelfe to an vnlaw-| 
full luft, ic could bee poffible, 
that Vriab fhould notbee inui-| 
ted by them, toan allowed and} 
warrantablefruition, 

‘That Danids heart might new| 
the rather firike him,incompa-t 
ring the chafte refolutions of| 
his feruant, with his ownelight] 
incontinence; good Vriab fleeps 
at the:doore of the Kings pa- 
lace, making choy¢e of a:ftony| 
pillow... vnder ‘the canopy of] 

| Heauen, ratherthen the deli¢ate| 
- | bed of her, whom heethoughr| 
{as honeft, as he knew faire. Lhe. 
«| MArkeclaith he)and Hrael,and we | 
- ee dive 
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the fernants of wry Lord, abide in the| — | 
open fields ; fhall I then goeintamine| 


‘any wife ; by thy lifesand by the life of | 
thy foale, I will nos. doe this thing. | 
Who:can batbee aftonifhed at 
this change,to feea Souldicrau: | 
ftere,:and.a“Prophet wanton ? 
Arid bow doth-that Souldier’ | 

aufterity, fhame the Prophets | 
tywantonneffe?. Oh zealous and} 
mortified {oule, worthy of a} 
more faithfull wife, of amore 


_tand hatedlt co be happy alone 2 
) | Warand luft-had-wont tobec| - 
| reputed frends ; thiy breft is hor 
more full of courage ae | 
pee tity, 


houfe, to eat, aud drinke, and hye with | 


iuft- thafter; how didft:thou| — 
Ouck-looke all:ibnfe fenfuality,; | 
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ftity; and is:fo far from..wan- 
dring after forbidden pleafures, 
that ierefufechlawfull. - 


Thereis a time tolangh, iliitie 7 


to mourne ; a time Co embrace, and a 
| time to be far from embracing ; cucn 
‘| the befta@tichs are notalwayes 
| {eafonable, much leffe theindif- 
ferent: Hethat ever takes liber 
pl to doe what he may, thall of 

nd no leffe,then he that fomee 


{ cimes takes liberty to doe. what | 


| he may not. — 


If any thing; a Arke of | 


God is firteft td lead our times: 
-| according as that i is either di- 


| ftrefled , or profpereth, fhould 7 
|-we rae our mirth, or mour-|. 
ning. To dwell in fi : eled hou- ‘ 


fes , while the Temple lyes 


a) 
\ 


RR. wafte, 
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_| whiles the Arke and Ifrael was 
| in hazard and diftreffe,he could 

| wanton defires » and actions, 
: _ then}, 


: ~ Comtemplations. Lr. ts, | 


watte, is the ground of Gods 


iuft quarrell: How fhall wee| - 


fing a fong of the Lord ina 


ftrange land ; If I forgetthee, 5| - 
Terufalem , let my right hand| 


forget her cunning ; If 1 do not 


remember thee, let my tongue| 
cleaue to the roofe of my] 
mouth ; yea,if I prefer not Hic-| 
rufalem to my cheeftioy. 
| As every manisa limme of]. 
| fo muftheebe| 
| affected ‘with the eftate of the} 
| vniuerfal body, whether health- 


the community 


full, or languifhing ; Ie did noc} 
moreaggrauate Dawids fin, that 


finde time to loofethe reynes to 
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| then it magnifies the religious| : 
zeale of Vriab,that heabandons| 
camfort, till het the Arkeand| 
Hast victorious. 

Common Sore! or ae 
mities muft dike che rapt moti- 
on) carry our hearts contrary to 
| tothe wayes of our ‘Priuate Oc- 
cali 103. 

_ Heethat cannot bee mooued | 
with words, thall be tryed. with 
wine, Vriab had equally prote- 
{ted againft feafting at home,| 
and fociety with his wife ; To 
the one, theauthority ofa King : 
forces his abroad, in hope that} 
the exceffle. ent fhall force 
| him tothe other : It is like;that 

holy Captaine intended oncly 
Lto yeeld {fo much obedience, as 
R2 might! 


a 
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might confift with hiscourfe of | 
aufterity. But wineis a mocker, 
when it goes plaufibly in, no 
man can imagine how it will 
'|rage and tyrannize ; hethat re- 
ceiues. that Traytor within his 
gates, fhall too late complaine 
of afurprizall. Like voto that) 
ill {piric, ic infinuates {weetly, 
butin the end, it bites like a Ser- 
pent, & hurts like aCockatrice.|. 
\Euen good Prias is made drunk; | 
{the holyeft foule may bee ouer-} 
- feaken ; Ic is hard gaine-faying, 
| where a King begins an health} 
toa fubiect ; Where,oh where, 
willthis wickednefleend? Da-| 
uid will‘now procure the fino 
--| another, to hide his. owne ; Vri- 
| abs drunkennefleis more Deuids 


_ offence, 


{him , chat the eye debauc | 
with wine, ‘will looke vpon} — 


_ offence, then his. It is weakly 


yeelded to of the one, which 
was wilfully intended of the o- 


| ther. The one was as thefinner, | — 


the other as thetempter. 
Had not Dauid knowne, that | 


Winewas aninducementtoluft,}| 


he had {pared thofe fuperluous 
cups. Experience had: -— 
ed 


ftrange women: TheDrunkard | 
may bee any thing faue good. 
Yet: in this the ayme failed; 


\Grace-is ftronger then wine ; | 
_| Whiles chat with-holds,in vaine 


fhali the fury of the grape at- 


tempt tocarry Priabtohisown} 
bed. Sober Danid is now-worle| — 
{then drunken ‘Vriab, Had not 


R3 ~~ the 
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the King of I{rael beene more| 
intoxicate with fin, then Vriab 

with'drinke, he had not in a fo-|. 
-|ber. intemperance climbed vp| 
into that bed, which the drun- 
= temperance of Veiah refu- 
Hed. 2 oe a, Sta 
+ If Dauid had beene but him- | 
felf}how had he loued,how had 


‘ the honoured this-honeft andre-| 


ligious zeale, in his. fo faithfall 
feruant; whom aow he cruelly 
{eekes to reward. with death 2 


hide,the{word thall ; Vriab thall 

beare his owne Adtéimus vnto | 

| Taab-;- Pat yee Vrieh in the forefront | 

(of the firengeh of the battle, and reeule| 

| bucke-from hin, ttas ke nay bye freste | 

_ |ten, and die.) Whatisbecomne of} — 
ae oe thee, 


owe 


| That faG. which:wine cannot} 
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' Ithee, 6 thou good Spirit, char 


_ {feruantin his former wayes.3 Is | 
not this the man, whom wee 


[lately faw fo heart-fmicedn, for 


‘blend, of agracions and wall- 
deferuing Seruant? Cotilzit be 
‘likely , that, fo worthy: ai Gap. 
| eaine: could-fall:alane? Gould, 
| Dawid haue expiated this-fabne 
with his owne bloud,. ichad 


uerhisfinne with the innacent 
Doug aftenifhment.. Oh : the | 
the Deuill fhould. haus comne 


}boené bur well{pent, burnoco-( 
bloud of others, was 2 ctimea- | 


— decpedeceittulnefic of finacs If} 


gs 


hadft wont to-guide thy chefen|* 


{but cutting off the lap ‘ofithe| 
| garment of a wicked .Mafter,| © 
that is now thus Javifh.afszhe| = 


R 4 “to 


34 


- ‘trour, in leaping: downe from 


“lfwaded to defcetid by Itayres to 


~~ Contemplations, Lr. 15. 
to Dauid, in the. moft louely 


forme of Bathpheba her felfc,and 


| at the firft fhould haue directly, | 
‘Land in termes, folicited him to 
} murder his beft feruant;l doubr. 
{nor,. but hee would haue {pat 
‘{feomein thatface, on which he} _ 


fhoutd otherwife haue doted ; 
now, by many. cunning win- 
: dings,:Satan rifesvp to that ten- 


|.donéfor.a colour of guiltineffe, 
whreof the foule. would haue 


Euen thofe, that find aiuft hor- 
fome hie tower, yet may be:per- 
‘| the borrome: :-Hee knowes not 


{where hee fhall flay, that ‘hath 
fo willingly 


ct —, Ft 


hated to be immediately guilty; | 


aay -™m FM > Lr ~~ > 


—P>, 


= ~~ «ans 
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willingly flipc into a knowne 
wickednefle | | 
_ How many doth an eminent 
offender. draw with him into 
euill? Iccould notbe, but that} 
diuers of the attendants both 
of Dexidand Bathfhebsa mult be} 
conicious.to that aduleery;} 
| Great mens finnes are feldome 
fecret ;. And. now Jash mutt bee}. 
fetche in., as acceffary to the| 
murder: How.mutt this exam-| 
| pleneedes harden Joab againft 

the con{cience of Abuers blood? 

{| Whiles he cannot bur thinke,| 
Danidcannot auenge thatin me, 
which heacteth himfelfe. - . | 
Honor is pretended to poore 
Vriab; death is meant. This man 
was one of theworthies of of . 
ie sid ; 


a56 | ~- (ontemplations, : Las. 15. | 


uid; their courage fought glory) 
in the difficultett exploits: : That} 


reputation had neuer bene pur-| _ |b 

’ | chafed without atceempts of c-| {i 
' | qualidanger; 'Hadnotthe lea-| _| |f 
der and followers of Vriab:| | |c 
I beenemoretrecherous,then his| | |; 
enemies were ftrong, hee had] —|¢ 
feomne off with victory ;Now,| —{f 
he was not the firft or laft thac| if 
perifhed by. his. frends. :Daaid| n 
hath forgotten,. thar : himfclfe . 
was in like fortbetrayed in his 0 
[matters insention, vp Hib 


dowry of: die. Philifti ay 
. kine. ee 
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tor to his frend, the holt of God } 
mit thamefully rurne their} 
backs vpon the Ammonites, all} 
that Ifsaelirith bhobd mult bee} 
fhed, that murder mult bee fe- 
conded with diffimulation,and |. 
all this to hideoneadultery. O| 
| Godihou. had neuer fuffered 
fo deare a. fauorite of thine to 
fall fo fearefully, if chou had{t} - 
‘net meantto make hima vai- 
ucrfall example to-mankinde; 
lof noe prefuming, of noe. de- 
{payring ; Flow can wee pre: 
[fame of not fieing, or defpaire 
|. for finning, when wefinde | 
| fa greacia Saintthus © ~~ | 
ellen thas 
a peace pe 


Pos a Gly et, 2) 
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| Nathan and Dauid. | | 
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Ec Buthfheba mout- 
ned for the death of 


beftawe os her eee | 


funcrall; whereof her 


inne was 


‘| thecqufe? If fheehad bura fu-} 


{picion of the plot of his death, 
the fountaines of her eyescould 
{not yeild water enough to wath 
offher husbands blood; Her fin 
‘was more worthy of forrow, 


Lip.ts. Nathanand Danid. — 
then her loffe. Ifthis griefe had} 
beeneright placed, the hope of 
hiding her fhame, and the am- 
bition to be a Queene had not} 
{fo foone mittigated it; neither 
had fhe vpon any termes beene 
drawnc intothe bed of her hus- 
bands murtherer. Euery gleame 
of earthly comfortcan drye vp] 
{the teares of worldly forrow.| _ 
Bath{hebs hath foone loft her}. 
griefe at the Court; The re-}- 
membrance of an husband is 
buryed in the iolliry and ftate 
| ofa Princefle. Danid {ecurely in- 
ioyes his ill-purchafed loue,and 
iscontent to exchangethe con-| 
* |{cience of his finne, forthefenfe} » 
of his pleafure. But theiuftand} — 
holy God will not put it vp fo; 


- x 
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? 
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he chat hates finne fo much the 
more, as the offender is more 
dearetohim, will let Daud feele 


‘the bruife of his fall. If Gods | — 
"| beft children haue beene fome- 
teimes fuffered to fleep in a fin, 


at laft he hath awakened them | 


ina fright. — - 


David was a Prophet of God, | 


ethe hath not only ftept into 


I thefefoule finnes, butfoiournes | 


with them; If any profeflion 
or ftare of life could haue priui- 
ledged from finne ; the Angels 
had not finned in heauen, nor 


man in Patadife : Nathan the} 
_ | Prophet is fent to che Prophet} . 
| Dauid, for reproofe, for conuis| - 


tion ; Had it beene‘any other 


mans cafe,none could haue| 
eo : : bene! 
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bene more quick-fighted then| - 
the Princely Prophet, in his} 
owncheis {fo blinde, that God] 
is fayne tolend him otherseyes.| ~ 
Euen the Phifition himfelfe} 
when he is ficke, fends for the 


health did mutually ayde with 
aduife. Let ne‘man think him- 
felfe too good to learne; Tea-}. 
chers themfelues may betaught 
that in their owne particular, 
which in a generality they haue 
ofrentaught others; It is not 
only ignorance chat is to be re-} 
moued, but mif-afiection. . | 
~ Who can prefcribea iuft pe-| 
riod to the beft mans repens) 
tance? Abour'ten moneths are!. 
paffed fince Danids finne; inall|’ 


which 


counfell “of thofe whom his| — 
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whichtime I findeno newes of 
any ferious compunction ; It} 
could not bebutfomeglaunces|. 
- lof remorfe muft needes haue| 
paffed thorough his Soule long 
erethis; buta dueand folemne 
contrition was not heard of till 
| Nashans meflage; and perhaps 
had bene further adiourned, if 
that Monitor had beenc longer} 
deferred ; Alas, what long and 
dead fleepes may the holyeft} 
Soule take in fearefull finnes; 
Were it not for thy mercy, O}. 
. {God, the beft of vs fhould end 
our {pirituall lethargicin a fleep 
of death: | ae | 
| Iemight haue pleafed God as}. 
_feafily to haue fene Nathan to} 
_ |check Danid in his firft purpew. | 
Se oO 
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of finning; So had his eyes| 
beenereftrayned, Bath/heba ho- 
4 nelt, Vriab aliue with honor; 
Ynow the wifdome of the Al- 
mighty knew how to winne 
more glory by the permiflion 
of fo foule an cuill, then by the 
: — ; yea, he knew how 
| by the permiffion of one finne, 
to prevent millions; how many 
thoufand had finned. ina vaine 
prefumption on. their owne 
| Mrength,if Dasid had not thus 
| offended ; how many thoufand 

had defpayred in the confcience | . 
lof their owne weakenefles, if 
-|thefe horrible finnes had nor 
receiued forgiueneffe. It is hap- 
pie for all times, that wee haue 
foholy a finner, fo finfull a pe- 


nitent 


x 


: 3 
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nitent; It matters not how bit- 
ter the pill is, but how well 
wrapped; fo cunningly hath 
Nathan conueyed this dofe,that 
it begins to worke erc it bee ta- 
fted; there is no one thing| 
wherin ismore vie of wifdome, 
then the due contriuing of are- 
prehenfion, which in a difcreet 
deliuery helps the difeafe, in an 
| vnwife, deftroyes nature. 

Had not Nathan bene vfed to 
the pofleflion of Danids care;| 
this complaint had beene fufpe-| © 
ted. It well befeemes a King 
to take information by a Pro- 
phet. Whiles wife: Nathan was | 
queruloufly difcourfing, of the} . 
cruell rich manthat had force-|- | 

. {ably taken away the only| | 
es 3 Lambe 


. 


wi Leek son : — 


to the {tory, and how fharply 
fureche fad? As the Lord lineth 
fhall furely dye.) Fulllitcle did he 


thinke that hehad pronounced 
fentence againft himfelfe; Ic 
had not bene fo heauy, if he had 
|knowne on whom it fhould 
hauelight ; We haue open eares 


others; How feuere lufticers we 
can be to our very owne crimes 
in others perfons ? how flatte- 
ring eit to anothers crime| 
.| in our felues? The life of do- 
Ctrine is inapplication ; Nathan 
might haue beene Jong enough 
a . $2 in 
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how willingly doth Danid liften | 


( euen abouelaw) dothhecen-| — 


the man that bath done this thing| 


-& quick tongues to the-vices of | 
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in his narration, in his inue- 


ctiue, eré Danid would. haue 
bene touched with his owne 


‘| guiltineffe ; but now that the 


Prophet brings the word home 
to his bofome,hecannotbut be 
affected. Weemay take pleas 


+ fure,to heare men fpeake in the 


clouds, we neuer take profit till 
we finde apropricty in the ex- 
hortatién, or reproofe ; There 
was not more cunning in the 
parable, then courage in the 
application ( Thou art the man) If 
Danid bea King, hee may not 
look, notto heare of his edie ; 


Gods meflages may beno other | 


then vnpartial It is atrecherous 
flattery in diuine errands to re- 
gard greatnefle : If Prophets 


muft 


ee anita et ee * —a - in. 


a 
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| muft be mannerly in theforme, 
| yetin the matter of _ reproofe, 


refolute : The words are not. 


theirowne; They are but the 
Heralds of the King of heauen, 
|Thas faith the Lord God of Ifrael. 
| Howthunder-f{triken do we 
thinke Dauid did now ftand? 
how did thechange of his co- 
flour bewray the confufion in 
| his Soule; whiles his confcience 
{aid the fame within, which the 
Prophet founded in his care? 


And now leaft ought fhould be| . 


wanting to his humiliation, all 
Gods former fauours fhall bee 
layd before his eyes, by way of 
. | exprebration : He is worthy to 
be vpbraided with mercies,that 


hath abufed mercyes vnto wan- | 


$3 tonnefle; 
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tonnefle; whiles we doe well, 
Ged giues.and fayes nothing, 
when we doe ill, hee layes his 


benefits in our difh, and cafts |. 


them in our teeth, that our 


{fhame may bee fo much the 


more; by how much our obli- 
gations hauebene greater. The 
bleflings of Godin our vnwor- 
thy caryage proue but the ag- 
grauations of finne, and addi- 
tions to judgement. 


@ 


Efeeall Gods children falling 


{into finne,fome of them lying 


in finne; none of them main- 


|tayning theirfinne; Dawid can- 


not haue the hart, or the face to 
ftand out againft the meflage 
of God, but now as aman con- 


 |founded, and condemned in 


-him- 
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himielte, hee cryes out in the 


2.69 


Era 


_ | bicternefle of a wounded Soule, | 


(I hane finned againft the Lord ) 


It was a fhort word, but paflio- 


nate; and fuch as came from 


thebottome of a contritehart; 
The greateft griefes are not 
mott verball : Saul confeffed his 
finne more largely, leffe effeCtu- 


ally ; God cares not for phrafes, | 


but fer affections.. The firft 
peeceof ouramends to God for 


finning, is the acknowledge- | 


ment of finne ; He can do little 
that in aiuft offence cannot ac- 


-tcufehimfelfe: If we cannot be| 


{0 good as we would, itis rea- 
fon we fhould do God fo much 
right,as to fay,how euill we are. 
And why was not this don foo- 


5 4 ner? }. 


270 
a. 


{which whiles it fhould bee = 


ner? Itis {trangeto feehow eafi- 


| knowes that it is fully eieted 


|to any verdict. againft the 
|hart, or hands? or, is it out of] 


| cedin difclofing of our offence? 
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ly fin gets into the hart, how 
hardly it gets out of the mouth; 
Is itbecaufe finne,likevnto Sa- 
tan, whereit hath got poffeffli- 


on is defirous to hold it; and. 


by a free confeflion? or, becaufe 
in a guiltinefle of deformity, ic 
hides it felfein the breft where 
it is once intertained, and hates 
thelight2 or becaufethe tongue 
is{o fee'd with felfe-louc, that 
it is loath to bee drawne vn- 


an idle mifprifion of fhame, 
placed in offending, is mifpla- 


How- 


| LIB. e | Nathan and Daud. 
Howeuer, {ure lam,that God 
hath need euen of racks to draw 


- lout confeffions , and {carce in} 


| death it felfe,are we wrought to 


__fadifcouery of our errors. 


There is no one thing, wher- 


‘| thenin thefe hurcfull conceale- 
ments : Contrary tothe procee- 
dings of humane luttice, itis 


| with God, Confeffe and line; no 
| fooner can Dauidfay, I baue fin.| 


ned, then Nathan inters, The Lord 
alfo bath put away thy fin. He that 
hides his fins fhall not profper, 
buthee that confeflech and for- 
faketh them, fhall finde mercy. 


felfe, ta be acquitted of God? 
' {OGod, who would not tell his 
a. 2 _wicked- 


in our folly fhewes it felfe more, | 


Who would not accufe him-] 


270 
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wickednes to thee, that knowlt 
it better then his owne heart, 
that his heart may bee eafed of 
that wickednefle, which being 
nottold, killeth ? Since wehaue 
finned, why fhould we be nig-| 
gardly of that action, wherein 
wee may at once giue glory to 
thee, and releefeto our foules ? 

Dauid had {worne in azcale | 
of Iuftice, that the rich Oppref- 
four, for but taking his pvore 
neighbours lambe, fhould dye 
the death; God, by Nashan, is| 
morefauourableto Danid, then 
to take him at his word; Thou 
fhalt not dye: O the maruellous |. 


power of repentance; Befides a-|. ° 


dultery , Danid had fhed the 
bloud of innocent Vriab ; The 
oe — ftridt 


“ 
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(trict law was eye for tye, tooth 


_| for cooth; Hechat {miteth with 
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| the{word, {hall perifh with the] - 


| {word; Yet, as if a penitent con- 


|feflion had difpenfed with the} 


{rigor of Iuftice, now God faies, 
Thou fhalt not-dye. Dauid was the 
voyce of the Law, awarding 


. | death vnto fin ; Nathan was the]. 


voyceof the Gofpell, awarding 
life ynto the repentance for. fin. 
Wharfoeuer the fore bee, never 


any fouleapplyed this remedy, 


and dyed; neuerany fouleefca-] 


ped death, that applyed it not. 
Dauid himfelfe fhall not dye 
for this fact; buthis mif-begot- 


" | tenchildefhall dye for him ; He| — 


that fayd, The Lord bath put away 
| thy fin,yetfaydallo, The fword fhall 


not 
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_ | no depart from thine bowfe. 


‘alode? Thechilde is ftricken ; 
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The fame mouth, with one 
breath,pronounces the fentence 
both ok abfolution, and death, 
Abfolution to the perfon, death 
to the iffue. Pardon may well 
ftand with temporall afflicti- 
ons. Where God hath forgiuen, 


{though he doe net punifh, yer 


he may chaftize, and that vnto 


bloud; neither doth healwaies 
forbeare correction, where hee] 


remits reuenge. So long as he 
{mites vs not asan angry Iudge, 
wee may indureto {mart from 
him, as a louing father. 


Yet even this rod did Danid 7 


deprecate with teares: how 


faine would he fhake off fo eafic 


- the 


Lists. Nathan and Dania. 
the father fafts and prayes, and 
weepes, and lyes all night vpon 
_|the earth, and abhors the noyfe 
ofcomfort; Thatchilde,which} 
was the fruicand monument o 
| his odious adultery, whom hee 
could neuer haue looked vpon,| 
without a recognition of his 
fin ; in whofe face he could not] 
buc haue ftill read the records 
of his own fhame,is thus mour- 
| ned for,thus fued for ; Itis eafie] 
to obferue that good man ouer- 
| paflionately afte ted to his chil- 
dren. Who would not haue|: 
|thought, that Dawid might haue 
| held himfelfe well appayd, that 
- |his foule efcaped an eternall 
_ Ideath, his bedy a violent: 
|though God fhould punifh his 


fin, 


1 " earthtinntearemarnamattpreteamecen a P 
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Pn ica nt 
| fin, in that childe, in whom hee: 


finned : Yet euen againft this 


crofle, he bends his prayers, as if 
_\nothing had been forgiuenhim: 
There is no childe that would 
befcourged, if he might efcape 
for crying ; No affliction is for 
the time other then grecuous ; 
neither is therfore yeelded vnto, 
without fome kinde of relucta- 
tion. Far yet was it from the 
heart of Danid,co make any op- 
pofition to the will of God ; he 
fued, he ftrugled not; There is 
no impatience in entreaties , He 
wel knew,that the threats of té- 
fporal euils,ran commonly with 
a fecret condition ; and therfore 
might perhaps bee auoyded by 
humble importunity : If any 


meanes | 
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judgements, it is our prayers. _ 
~ God Could not chufe, bur 
1 Tike well the boldneffle of Da- 


~ |uids faith, who after the appre- 
henfion of fo heauy a difplea- 


fure, is fo far from doubting of 
the forgiueneffe of his fin, that 
hee dares becomea Sutor ynto 
God for his fickechilde. Sinne 
| doth not make vs more ftrange, 
thenfaith,confident.: 

_ | But,icis not in the power of the 
ftrongeft faith , to preferue vs 
from all afflictions ; After all 


Danids prayers and teares, the| 


childe muft dye. ‘The carefull 
feruants dare but whifper this 
fad newes : They, who had 


_ found. their Mafter fo anerfe 
<n ; from’ 
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from the motion of comfort, in 


| the fickneffe of the childe, fea- 


red him vncapable of comfort 
inhisdeath |. | 
Sufpition is quick-witted , 
Euery occafion makes vs mif- 
doube that euent, which wee 
feare; This {ecrecy proclaymes, | 
that which they were fo loth to 
veter ; Danid perceiuies his childe 
dead, and now herifes vp from 
the earth whereon heelay, and 
wafhes himfelfe, and changeth | 
his apparrell, and goes firftinto 
Gods houfe to worfhip, and 
thenintohisOwnetocat, now 
he refufes no comfort, who be- 


_| fore would take none; Theiffuye 


of things doth more fully fhew. 


| the will of God, then the predi- 


ction : 


LTB. 


ion; God neuer didany thing, 


| bur what hee: would ; hee: hath} 


fometimes foretold that for tri 


hee would therfore foretell ir, 


|tharhe might not effect ic; His} 
| predigtians ofoutward euils are} 
-|not alwayes abfolute, his acti- 
fonsare ; Danid well {ees by the} 
leuent, what the.decree of God 
| was concerning his childe;| 
| which now he could not ftriue | 

againit, without a vainie impa- 
\tienacé; Till wee know the de-| 


terminations of the Almighty, 


itis free: for vs to firiue in our} 
prayers; to ftride: wich him, 


not againft him; when once 


wee’ 
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ehopsmsace eens 


Tall: .which his fecret willinten-| 
|dediot ; hee:'would foretell ir, 
|. {hee would not.effeét it, becaufe} 
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fey 


| may yeeld fomething to nature, | 


‘| moderation of forrow, for lof. 
{es paft hope of recouery, is}. 


weeknow them, itis our duty 
to fit downeina filent conten- 
tation ; 3 i 

(Whiles the childe was yet aliue, I 
fafted and wept, for I fayd, Who can 
tell whether the Lord will bee gracious 
tomee, that the clilde may line, but 


now hee is dead, Wherefore. fhould I | 
fap? (al bring bim backe.. aa- 


gaine ? ) 7 
The greefe that goes before 

an euill forremedy, can hardly 

beetoo much, but that which 


followes an cuill, paft. remedy,|. 
cannot bee too little: Euen in |. 


the faddeftaccident, death, we 


yaothing to impatience : Im- 


_ morel. 
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more fullen, then vfe-full ; , our 
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| Amnon and Tamar. 


| = ee ae 


| fhould fall to the 
gtourid : Danid isnot more {ure 
of forgiueneffe, then {mart : 
Three maine fins paffed him in 


this bufinefle of Vriab; Adultery, | 


murder, diffimulation: for all 
which, he receiues prefent pay= 
ment,for adultery,in thedeflou- 
ring of his daughter Thamar , 
for murder, in the killing of his 
fon Amnon ; for diffimulation in 


the 


1} RT is not poflible, chat | 
EPG any word of God} 


; 
ee pn me no mee ee SP a Fn li ic Na Ac ec cnt cme ahaa Ta ent : 


>|. Maacab was the daughter of 


| LrB.1 5. Amnon and Tamar. 
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the contriuing of both. Yerall 
this was but the beginning of 
euils. Where the father of the fa- 
mily, brings finne home tothe 
houfe,it is not eafily {wept out : 
Volawfull luft propagates it 
— [felfe by example; How iuftly 
‘is Danid {courged by the fin of 
his fons,whom his acttaughtto | 


offend? | 


an Heathenifh King ; By her, !. 
thad Danid that beautifull, but | 
{vnhappy iffue ; Abfalom,and his 
{no leffe faire fitter, Thamar: 
_ |Perhaps, thus late doth Danid 
feele the punifhment of that 
vnfit choyce : I fhould haue 
maruelled, if fo holy a man 
_|had not found croffés in fo yn- 
| T 3 equall 


. Contemplateans. = LiB.15. |. 


jequall a match, either in his} 
perfon, or atleaft in his feed. — 

Beauty, ifir be not well difci-| 
plin’d, proues nota frend, buta 
eraytour; three of Danids chil- 


dren are vndoneby itat once;| 


What els was guilty of Amuons 
|inceftuous lone, Thamarsrauith- | 

| ment,Abfaloms pride? It is. ablef-} 
fing to bee faire, yet fuch a blef- 
fing, as if the foule anfwer not| 
to the face, may lead to a-curle; | 
How commonly haue wefcene 
the fouleft foule dwell faireft 2] 
It-was no fault of Thamars; that | 
fhe was beautifull; the caridle} 
offends notin burning, thefoo-| 


lith Aye offends in {corching it] 


{elfe inthe flame ; yet it is no 
« |{mall mifery to becomea ten- 


__tation| 


Lip.ts5.- Amnon and Tamar: 


tation vnto another; and to be 


| made but the occafion of others 


ruine. Amnon is louc-ficke of his 


fifter Tamar, and languifhes of 


_j that vnnaturall heac. Whither 


will not wanton luft, carry the. 
inordinate mindes of pampered | 


and vngouerned youth; None 
but his halfe-fifter , willpleafe 
the eyes of the young Prince of 


~ {Iftael : Ordinary pleafures will 


not content thofe, whem the 
conceit of greatnefle,youth,and 
\eafe, haue let loofe to their ap- 
_{ petite. : 


flame might, in time,haue gone 


outatone, had not therebeenea | 


Tonadab to blow thefecoles with 
ill counfell. It were ftrange, if 
T4 great 


~~ 
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Perhaps, yet this viikindely|} 
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| paraficicall followers, that are, 
{ready to feede cheir ill humours. } 
| Why-art thon, the Kings fon [0 leane 
|fuffer either law, or confcience, 

| fires : Whereas wife Princes 
| ning :. bu call chem in rather to 
‘|fo much more ftrictneffe, as 
iudiciall. 


}man of Amuon; Ill aduife is fo] 
|much more dangerous, as the| ° | 
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great Princes fhould want fome 


frown dayto day? Asif it were vn- 
worthy the heyre of aKing, to 


to ftand in the way of his de-. 


know. well, .chac their, places 
giue them no priuiledge of {in- 


their example may be more pre- 


 ‘Ionadab was the cozcn ger- 


intereftof the giuer is more;] 
Had he been atrue frend,he-had| 
| | bent 


‘N 
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| bent all the forces of his diflwa- 

| fian, again{t the wicked moti- 
ons of that finfullluft;and had 

| fhewed the Prince of Ifrael how 
much thofe lewd defires prouo- 
kedGod, and blemifhed him-| — 
\felfe; and had lent his hand tof 

| ftranglethem in their firft con- 
 |ception. There cannot bee a 
Jmore,worthy improuement of| | 
frendfhip, then in a feruent op- 
pofition to the finnes: of them}. 
| whom wee profefle to ouc:| - 
.No enemy can befo mortall to} 
| great Princes, as thofe officious| — 
| clients, whofe flattery foothes| 
them vp. in wickedneffe; Thefe 
are traytars to the Soule,and by 

a pleafing violence kill the belt 
pareeternally. _ 


3 peege =o = 


How 
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{ .. Howredy at hand isan euill 


fuggeftion? Good counfell is 


like vnto well water,chae mutt 
be drawne vp with a Pumpe,or 
bucket ; Ill counfell is like: to 
Conduit-water, which if the 
cocke be but turned, runs out 
alone; lonadab hath foone pro- 


iected how Amnon fhall accom-|— 


__ |plith his lawleffe purpofe. The 
way mutt bee to fayne himfelfe 
ficke'in body, whofe minde 


was ficke of luft; and vnder 
_|this pretence to procure the} 


ptefenceof her,who had woun- 


ded,and only mightcurehim, | | 


_ The daily-increafing lan- 


| guor, and leanenefle, and pale 
nefle ofloue-ficke Amnon might 


| well giue colour to a kercheife, 
| : and 


1 


c 
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andapallet. Now it is foone 

told Dauid that his eldeft Sonne} 

Jis caf. vpon his fickebed ; there 

~ |needs no {uit for his vification;| ~ 

|The carefull father haftens co | 
this -bed-fide,’ not without | 

. | doubts and feares: He that was} 

Jately {o aficted with the fick- 

neffof a childe that {carceliued| 

to fee the light,’ how fenfible 

* 1muft we needs thinke he would| — 

be, of the indifpofition of his 

firft borne Sonne, in the prime 

of his ageand hopes ; It is not] 

giuert toany hae to forefee} 

all things ; Happy had itbeene| 

for Danid, if Amnon-had beene| 

.” | eruly ficke,and: fick ynto death;| 

-yet who could haue:perfwaded| — 
|this paflionate father to. haue 
a —  — beene 


(ontemplations, LiB.15. | 
| beene content with this fuccef- 
| fion of loffes, this early lofleof 
| his fu¢ceflor+:Flow glad is hee 
- | coheare,that hisdaughter Ta- 
mars skill might be likely to fit|. 
the dyct of fo deare a patient. 
Conceitis wont to rule much | 
both in ficknefle,and the cure. 
| Tamar is fent by her father co 
{che houfe of muon; Her hand 
only muft drefle. chat dith, 
which may pleafe the nice Pa- 
late of her Coke brother. Euen 
the children of Kings, in thofe| 
homelyer times, did not {corne} 
to put their fingers, to fome| 
workes of hufwifrie : (She tooke} 
oure and did knead it, and did make| 
_— teakes in bis fight, and did bake the; 
| cakes, and tooke a paune, aud poured | 
| them 


‘Ithegreat. 


|beene fometimes vfed to fuch}| 
domeftique imiployments, thee 
_ \bad bene now to fecke; neither} — 
. |had this bene-required of her,| 
_ | but vpon the knowledge of her}. 
_ |skill: She doth not plead, the 
 limpayring .of:iher beauty. :by| 

e {corching of the fire; nor] - 
thinkes her hand too dainty: for 
| | {uch meanie feruices ; but-fertles}. 
| |ro-the worke,.as:one that -had]} 
| (rather regard the. neceflities..off — 
. |her' brother, then her owne} — 
| | ftate: Only pride: and idlenefie,| 
| \haue banifht honeftand thrifty 
diligence, out of she houfes. of| 


a? 


| This. was notyet the difh that) 
Amon longed for. Ic was: the| 
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~ |Cooke,and nocthe cares. which 
that wanton eyc. affected, Vn- 
lawfull acts fecke for {dcrecy ; 
The —. difmiffed: ; Ta- 
| mar only {tayes; Good meaning 
~ \fufpects nothing ; Whiiles fhee| ‘ 
prefemts the meat fhe had prepar| _ 
red, to her ficke Soar a 
{elfe is madea pray to his:ourre 
gious loft. The: modeft virgin 
intreats, and perfwades in: vain; 
the:layes beforehim the finne, 
the fhame, the:danger of the 
fac&;-and {mee none.of ithefe 
can preuaile; faine would -win 
‘time by the fuggefting of vn- 
poflible hopes; Nothing - bur 
| violence can ftay a refohied firz- |: 
| ner; What he cannot by inetrea- 
fey, he will haue byforce, Ifthe 
ee aes | Diuell 


List ¢ Amnon and Tamar, = 


‘| Diuell were not more {trong in 
men,then nature, they would 


his beaftly defires,then he hazes 
| Tamar more then he loued her, 
Jnordinate luft neuer ends but 
-|indifconrentment; Loffe. ef] 


| {pirits, and remorfe of foule : 


‘fee the back of :finfull pleafures, 


( 


neuer fecke pleafurein violence. 
‘Amnon hath no fooner fulfilled 


make the remembrance of.that 
act tedious, whofe. expectation] 


promifed delight. If we could] 


‘ere wee behold their face, oiir 
harts could not but bee forftal- 
led witha iuft deteftation. Bru- 
tifh Amnon, it was thy {elfe} 
whom thou fhouldft haue ha- 
tedfor this villany*; not thine 
innocent fifter ; Bozh of you} 
jee Cuae ae lay! 
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lay together, only one commit- 
ted inceft : Whar was fhe but a 
patient,in that impotent fury of 
tuft? How vniuftly doe ¢arnall 
men smif-place their affe@ions ? 
lowe, or this hatred were more 
mar into the houfe of anon, 
and drouc herout.Faince would 


was. wrought, ahd may notbee 
andinobedienceand loue,may 


any fauagecould be more bar- 
barous : Shechem had rauifhed 


force intertained. her within ;| 


} fhe hauchid her fhame where it | 


_| norbe lent herfor thetime as a| 
fhelter of heriignominy. Neier | . 


Dinah, 


| No'man can. day: whether: chat} 


‘vnreafonable: Fraud drew The-| 


Es 


allowed it ; That roofe -ynder| 
which, fhee came: with -honor, | 


~. Jeuer into extremities, and are 
“1 chen beft apayd, when they are} 
furtheft off frei reafon and}: 


Amnon and Tamar. 


LiB.ts. 
Dinab, his offence did not make] 
ther odious ;, his affection 
fs continued, that he is willing 
ratherto,draw blood of. him- 
{elfeand his people, then forgoe 
her whom he had abufed, Am- 
non in one houre is in the excefle 
of loueand hate; and is ficke of 
her, for whom he was ficke; 
1 She that lately kept the keyes of 
his hart, is now lockt out of his 
|doores. Wnraly paflions rynne 


moderation. — i. . 
What could Anon thinke, 
woiild b¢ the euent of fo foule 
a fact, whichas he had not the 
grace to prevent; fo he hath - 
the 


_ (ontemplations. LrB.15. 
the care to conceale? Ifhe looke 
not {fo hieas heauen,whatcould 
he imaginewould follow here- 
| vpon,but the difpleafure of a fa-| 
ther, thedanger of law, the in- 
|dignation of a brother, the 

fhame and out-cryes of the 
| world; All which hee might 
| haue hoped to auoyd by fecre- 
| fie,and plaufible courfes of {a- 
tisfaction. Itis the iuft iudge- 
| ment of God vpon prefumptu- 
ous offenders, that they lofe 
their wit, together with their) 
honefty ; and are either fo blin- 
| ded, that they cannot fore-fee 
the iffue of their actions, or fe 
| befotted that they doe not re-} - 

gardit . 
| Poore Thamar can but bewaile 

~ that| 


aa. LrB 15. Avsnon and Tamar. - 
her virginty, nor loft, bat torne}: 


_ | Sherends her princely robeand 
| layes afhes on her head, and la- 


Jments the fhame of vROtiers 


her brother Abfelom. 


me Pandar of his owne daugh- 


that which fhe could not keepe, 


from her by a cruell violence: 


finne ; and liues more defolate 
then a widdow, in the houfeof} 


In the meane tiine, what. a 
corofiue muft this newes needs 
be vo the heart of good Dani, 
whofe fatherly command haa 
our of loue, caft his daughter 
into the iawes- of this Lyon? 
Whatan infolent.affront mutt 
hee needs conftrue this, to bee 
offredbya Sonne to a father;| 
that the father fhould be aide ? 


V2 ter 


, — ellen, wD 


I 
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with forrow ; punifhing his 
fons outrage in himfelfe ; The | 
| better-naturd, and more gracie | 
jousamanis, the more fubiedt |. 
heis to the danger of an ouerre- 
miffenefle, and the excefle of fa- 
uour and mercy : The milde 
iniuttice is no lefle perilous to 
the common-wealth, then the 
crud], = | 
If Dauid ( perhaps out of the 
conf{cienceof hisowne late of- 
fence ) will not punith this fact, 
his fonne Ab/alom fhall: not out 
of any care of iuftice, but in a] 
‘| defire of reuenge. Two whole 
lyeares, hath this flie Courtier 
|{mothered hisindignation,and 

fayned kindenefle; els his inui- 
tation of Amnon in {peciall, had 
_ V37 bene 


| beenefufpected. Euen gallane} 
Abfalom was a great fheep-ma- 
(ter; The brauery and magni- 
ficence of a Courtier, mult bee| 
built vpon the grounds of fru- 
gality ; Dautd himfelfe is bidden 
to this bloody theep-fhearing ; 
Ic was no otherwifemeant, but 
that the fathers eyes, fhould be 
the witnefles, of the tragicall 
execution of one fon by ano-| 
\ther;Only Dewids loue kept him 
from that horrible {pecacle:} 
Heis carefull not to be charge- 
able to thatfon, who cares noe| 
ro quer-charge his fathers {to-| 
|mach witha feaftofblood. | | 
| Amnon hath fo. quite forgot} - 
[his finne, that hee dares goe to | 
| feattin thar haufe- where Tamar 
| _ a was 
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\Exmrs. Ammenaud Tamar 


ny ane 
was mourning ; and, fufpects 


not the kindenes of him,whom 


he had deferued, of abrother to 


make. an enemy; Nothing is 


more vnfafe to be trufted, then 


the faire looks of a feltered hart:| 


| Where true charity or iuft fatif- 


faction, haue not wrought -a 
lfound reconciliation, malice. 


doth butlurk for the bs ai 


nity of an aduantage. 


Ie was not for nothing; al 


09 


| Abfalom deferred his reucnge:; 


which is now fo much the 
more exquifire, asit is longer 
protracted:Whatcould be more 


_|feareful, chen when Aqmnens hart , 


was merry with wine,to be fud- 

denly ftriken with death? As. if 

this execution had bene na leffe 
VA intended: 


301. 


vc 


3.Q2 


Deen ee ee TEI TERIEREETED: daminRRIEa te ape 
intended to the Suule, then ro 


juerthis was done by Ab/alom, 
lyer how iuft was it with God, 


| reckon for thofe finnes, which 


| rate, Happyis the man that by 


Contemplations. ~ Lip. 15. 


the body; Howwickedly fac 


thac he, whom in twa yeares 
impunity, would finde no |ea- 
{ure of repentance, fhould now 
receiue a punifhmenct withaut| 
poflibility of repentance. © 

O God,thou art righteous to 


humane partiality or negli- 
gence hath omitted, and whikss 
thou punifheft finne with fin, 
to punith fiane with death ; If 
| ee Danid had called Amnon to 
account forthis villany, or 4m- | 
non had called himfelfe, the re-| - 
uenge had not beene fo defpe- 


an 


~~ Amnon and Tune. 


LIB.15. 
an vnfayned repentance ac- 
quits his foule from his known 
euils, and improues the dayes| 
of his peace to the preuention 
of furure vengeance; which if 
icbenot done, the hand of God 
thall as furely ouertake vs-in, 
judgement, as thehand of 
- Saran hath ouertaken 
vsin mifcariage 
vato fin. 
(*,°) | 


¢ ° 


— Aifaloms 
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SPICER PLO LID 


Abfaloms returne and 


con/piracy. 


NEPGNE act of iniuftice 
P(e y drawes on another; 
QZ) Theiniultice of Da- 
sid,in not punifhing 
therape of Amnon, procures the 
intuftice of Abfalom, in punith- 


ing Amnon with murder: That 


| which the father fhould haue 


iuftly reuenged, and did nor; 


the fon reuenges vniuftly ; The] 
rapc of a filter was noleffe wor- 
thy of death, then the murder] - 


O 


LIBI5. Abf. aloms returne andere. 


ofa brother, Yea, this latcer fin 


was therefore the leffe, becaufe 
{that brother was worthy of 


death,though by another hand; 


whereas. that filter was guilty | 


of nothing, but modefk beauty : 
yet hethat knewthis rape pafled 
ouer (whole two yeeres) with 
impunity , dares nor truft rhe 


of hismurder;butforthreeyeers, 
hides his‘head in the Court of 
his Grand-father, the King of 
Gelhur. --Doubtleffe, that hea- 
thenifliPyincegauchima kinde 
welcome; for io-meritorious. a 


other- 


mercy of father,in the pardon | 


405-7 


reuengcof the difhonour done} ~ 
{to his owne lopnes::No man 
‘can cell, how Abfalees fhould 
_ | hane fped.from che hands of his 


f 
| 
j 
| 
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Puc tinees! losin 
otherwife ouer-indulgent Fa- 


ther, if he had beene apprehen- 


dedin theheat of the fact. Euen| 


the largeft loue may bee ouer- 


| ftrayned, and may giue a fall in 


the breaking; Thefe fearefull 
effects of lenity, might perhaps 
haue whetted the feuerity of Da- 
uid, to fhut vp thefe outrages in 
bloud ; Now this difpleafure 
was weakned withage: Time 
and thoughts haue digelted this 
hard morfell ; Dauids heart told 
him, that his hands had a fhare 
inthis offence; that 4b/alom did 


felfe had wrongfully forborne ; 


that the vnrecoucrable Joffe of |: 


one fon,would bee buat wofully 
releiued with the loffe of ano- 


ther ; 


| Contemplations. LB. 15. 
; 


vio 


bur giuethat ftroke,which him-| 


L1B.15. Abfaloms returne ander. 


ler; Hee therefore, that in the 
newes of the deceafed infant 
could change his clothes, and| 
wath himfelfe, and cheere vp 
his fpirits, with the refoluti- 
on of, I hall goe to bim, be fhall not 
returne tomee, comforts himfelfe]. 
concerning Amnox ; and begins] | 
to long for Abfolom. 

Thofe three yeeres banifh- 
ment feemed not fo mucha pu- 
nifhmentto the fon,as-to the fa- 
ther ; Now Danid begins to for- 
|giue himfelfe ; yet out of his 
wifdome, fo inclines to fauour, 
that heconceales it; and yet fo} 
- |conceales it, that it may bee de- 
+ |f{cryed by a cunning eye ; If hee 
hadcaft out no glances of affe-| 
étion, there hadbeene no ia 
| , or 
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for his Abfalom, if hee had made 


rofeflion of loue after fo foule 


| an act, there had beene no fafery 
| for others ; now hee lets. fall fo 


much fecret grace; as may both 


hold vp Abfalons.in the life of his | 


(hopes, and not hearten the pre- 


furnption of others. 

Good tyes fee light thorow 
the {malleft chinke ; The wit of 
loab hath {oone difcerned Dasids 
referued affecrion ; and knowes 
how to feruc him in that which 


\hee would, and would got ac-|, 


complifh:and now denifés how 
to bring into the light, that 


| birth of defire,wherofheknew] | 

| Danid was both big, and afha- |: 
|{med.. A woman of Tekoah 
{ (that fex hath beene ever held 
a ____morey 


= ee lr 


| Lr B.1'5. Abfaloms repwrwe and ere. 


_ {to perfonate a mourner, and to 


-}fion to her pretended iffue, thee 


> lanothers perfon. 


. . e 
{more apt for wiles) is fuborned 


fay that, by way of parable,|_ 
which in plaine termes would} _ 
haue founded too harfhly ; and] 

now whiles fhe lamentably laies: 
\forth the lofle & danger of her. 
ifons,fhe fhewes Danid his owne; 
and whiles fhe moues compaf- 


jwins Danid to a pitty of him- 
if{elfe, anda fauourable fentence 
| for Abfalom, We loucour felues 
better then others, but wee {ee 
others better then our f{chies; 
| who fo would perfectly know} 
his owne cafe, let him view it in 


Parables {ped well with Da- 
#4 ; Onedrewhim to repent of} 
to a . his} 


$10 [|  —_ (ontemplations. Lin. 1s 

his owne fin ; another,to remic | 
Abfalons punifhment;And now, 
_ Jas glad to heare this plea, and 
| willing to bee perfwaded vnto 
| ep if hedurft,he would 
haue fought for,he gratifies Ioab 
Jwith the grarne of that fuir, 

which Joab more gratified him] _ 
infuing for ; Goe bring againe the 

young man Abfalom. | 

How glad is losb, that hee 
hath light vpon one ac ; for 
which the Sunne, both fetting 
and rifing, fhould thine vpon 
him? and now he {peeds to Ge- 
|fhur,to fetch back Abfalem to Ie- 
rufalem:he may bring the long- 

banifhed Princeto the City; but}. | 

tothe Court hee may notbring 

him. (Let bin turue to bus owne 

| __bonfe, 


gece, 
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“The sood King hath 10 oat 
ted with mercy ; that now hee 


--fisrofolued vpon aufterity ; and} 
j will relent but by degrees ; Itis 
lenough for Abfalom that hee 


liues, ‘and may now breathe his 
natiue ayre; Danids face isno ob- 
ie& for the eyes of a murtherer: 

What.a Dearling this fon was | 
to: his. father, appeares in that, 

after an vnnaturall and barba- 
rousrebellion, paflionate Danid 
wifhes. to haue changed litres 
with-him ; yer. how, whiles his 


| bowels yearned, his brow frow- | 


ped.;. The face may not befeen, 
where the heart is fet. The beft 
of Gods Saints-may be blinded. 
with affeCtion ; but when they 


f 


cy | X {hall 
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I chers. 


fhall once fee their errors, they 


Jare carefull to cerreét them. 


Wherfore ferucs the power of 
Grace, but to fubdue the info- 


- lTencies of nature? Ivis the wif- 


dome of parents,as to hide their 
hearts from their beft children, 
fo to hide their countenances 
from the vngracious: Flefhly re- 
{pects may not abate their rigor 
to the ill deferuing. For the 
| childeto fee all his tathers loue, 


ton, and of wanton, wicked: 
Fora wicked childe, to fee any 
of his fathers loue, itemboldens 
himin cuill, anddrawes on o- 


Abfaloms houfe is ‘made his 
prifon, Iuftly is he confined to 


thei 


‘jtisenough to make him wan-| 


| 


| 
| 


| the-place which hee had ftained 


{Lip 15. Abfalomss returne anderc. | 3 


with blood ; Two yeeres doth] - - 


_ | bee liue in Ierufalem; without] 
|the: happineffe of: his. fathers 
fight ; Ic was‘enough for Danid 
-|and him,to feethe {moke of ech} 
others chimnies. Inthe feane 
| time; howinrpatient is Abfalom 
| of this abfence? Hee fends for 
loab, the Solicitor of his retarne; 
So hard an hand, doth wife and 
holy ‘Danid carry ouer his redu-| 
ced fonne,that his frendlyInter-| 
ceffor, Ioab, dares not vifit him. 
Hee, that afterwards kindled 
thac feditious fire ouer all Hfrael; 
‘| fets fire now onthe fieldof Lead; 
whom loue cannot draw ‘to 
| him,feare and. anger fhall;Con-| 
tinued difpleafure hath. made 


X2  —Abfalom| | 
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by whom, if Abfalom liued ar 


_ (ontemplations. Li B.I 5. 
Abjfalom def{perate ;.Fiue yeeres | 
are pafled, fince hee faw the face |. 
of his father ; and now he is.no | - 
leffe weary of his life, then of 
this delay ; (Wherefore am I comune 
downe from Gefhur? It bad beene_, 
besier for mes,to bane beene there fish: 
Now therefore let mee fee the Kings 
face, and if there bee any iniguity in 
me, let bim killme.) Either banifh- 
ment, or death; feemed as tole- 
rableto him, asthe debarring of 
his fathers fight. What a tor-| 
ment thall ic beeto.the wicked, 
to be fhurout for cuer, fromthe 
prefen¢e.of a God, without all 
poflible hopes of recouery?T his 
was. but a father .of the flefh,| - 


tirft,yer.in him heliued not,yea, 
ee ae not! _ 


[ 
| 
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_ SODAS 


not without him onely, but a- 
gainft him that fon found hee 
could liue; God is the Father of 
Spirits, in whom wee {o liue, 
| that without him can be no life, 
no being ; to bee ever excluded 
}from him, in whom wee liue 
and are, what canit be bur an e- 
ternall dying, an eternail peri- | 
thing? If inthy prefence,6 God, 
be the fulnes of ioy, in thineab- 
fence, muft needs be the fulnes 
of horror and torment; Hide 
| not thy face from vs, 6 Lord, 
but thew vs the light of thy 
countenance, that we may liue, 
and praife thee. oe 
Euen the fire of Ioabs field, 
warmed the heart of Danid,| . 
whiles it gaue him proofe of the | 
| XX 3 heat 
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~ Theat of Abfaloms filiall affeGtion. | 

|As a man therefore inwardly | 

| weary of folong difpleafure, at 

~ |Jaft hee receiues bfalom to his 

fight, tohis fauour ; and feales 

his pardon with a. kifle: Natu- 

rall parents, know not how to} 

retaine an cuerlafting anger to- | 

wards the fruit of theirloynes;} 

how much leffe fhall the God of | 

| mercies,be vnreconcileably dif-| 

pleafed with his owne ; and fuf- 

fer his. wrath to burne like fire] 

that cannot be quenched? Hee| 

will not alwayes chide, neither 

will he keepe his anger for cuer, 

His wrath endureth but a mo- 

ment, in his fauour is life; wee- 

| ping may endure fora night,but 
joy commeth in the oe 


. Abfalom\ — 


é 
a ee aie ney Tee 


Abfalom is now as great, as. 
faire ; beauty and greatnefle 


| make him proud ; pride works 


hisruine ; Great {pirits will not 


reft content with a moderate 


profperity : Ere two yeeres bee 
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quae trtatiess 


run out, Abfalom runs out into a | 


| defperate a of rebellion ; 


None but his owne father was } 


abouc him in Nrael ; None was 
fo likely, in humane expectati- 
on, tofucceed his father ; If his 


ambition could but hauecon-| 
| tained it felfe for a few yeeres, | . 


(as Danid was now neere his pe- 
riod)dutifull carrige might haue 


rocured, that by fucceffion, |’ 


which now he fought by force. 


An afpiring minde is cuer im- 


| patient, and holds Time it {elfe | 
xX 4° an | 


". : Contemplations. - Lip. 15. 


an enemy, if ic thru(ft it felfe im- 
portunately betwixt the hopes 


_ land fruition: Ambition is nee 


|uerbutin travell, andcan finde 
no intermiffion of painefull 
throwes, ull fhee haue broughe 
forthrher abortiue defires: How | 
happy were we, if our.affectati- 
on could be fo eager of fpiricual 
and heatenly. promotions , Oh 
‘| charmy foulecould finde itfelfe 
fo reftleffe,till it feelethe weight 
of that.crowne of glory. ° 7 

_ Outward pampe, and vn- 
wonted fhewsof magnificence, 
are wont much to affect the} 
light mindes of the vulgar. 45- | ' 


faloy therefore to the incompa-| - i 


_ {rable comelineffe of his perfon,. 
\addes the voufuall ftate of a 


more-} | 
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more-then-princely equipage.| 
His Charets rattle, and his. hor. 
fes trample proudly in the 
{treets; Fifty foot-men runne 
beforetheir glittering matter; 
Ierufalem rings of their glori- |. 
ous Prince;and isready-to adore 
thefe -continuall triumphs of 
peace. Exceffeand nouelty, of 
expenfiue brauery and oftenta-} 
tion in publique perfons, giues 
iuft caufe to fafpect either vani- 
cy, ora plot; True-harted Dawid 
can mildoubt nothing in him,} 
to whom hee had both giuen 
life, and forgiuen death : Loue 
conftrued all this, as meant to 
the honor of a fathers Court,to} 
theexpreffion ofioy.andthank-| 
fulnes for his teconcilement : 


: Theft 4 


\‘ 
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(Contemplations. ‘Lis. 15. 


The cyes and tongues of men 
are thus taken vp; now hath 


| Abfalous laid {nares for their | 


hearts alfo; Hee rifes early, and 


frands befide the way of the gate ; 


Ambition is no niggard of her| 
paynes ; feldome cuer is good 
meaning fo indu@rious; The 
morefheethined in beauty and 
royall attendance, fo much 
more glory it was to neglect 
himfelfe, and to prefer the care 


1 of iuftice to hisowne eafe; Nei- 


cher is 4bfalom more paincfull 


then plaufible; his care is open} 


to all plaintiues, all petitioners : | 
thereisno caufeWhich he flat. 


-\tersnot, See thy matters are good) - 


and right ; his hand flatters cucry 
commer with.a falutation, his | 


lips 


{L1B.1 5. Abfaloms returne and,¢o-c. 
lips witha kiffe. Allmen, all 
matters are foothed, fauing the 
ftareand gouernment; thecen- 


theapplaufe of all others, (There 


thee:) What infinuatrons could 
be more powerfull; No mufick 
canbe fo {weet to the eares of 
the vnitable multitude, as to| 


their gouernours; Ab/alom needs 


Bench ; Euery man fayes, Oh 
whatacurteous Prince is Ab/a- 
lom> What a iuft and carefull 
ruler would Ab/alom be How 
happy wereavee, if wee might 


to. 


| fure of that is no leffe deep, then |- 


is none deputed of the King to beare} 


not to wifh himfelfe vpon the}. 
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heare wellof:themfelues, ill of} ~ 


bee iudg’d by “bfalom? Thoie] — | 


qualities which are wont fingle| 


a IE ae eel 
to grace others, haue confpired 


| ftate, gracious affability, vn- 


} not won,but ftolne 


| asthe painted: Nothing wants 


[gracious Sonne, who carryed 


(ontemplations. LIB. 15.| 


to meet in Abfalom; goodlines 
of perfon, ‘magnificence of 


wearied diligence, humiliry in 
greatnes, feeling pitty, loue of 
iultice, care of the Common-. 
wealth ; The world hath not fo 
complete a Prince as Abfalom ; 
T hus the harts of the deg. are} 

y aclofe. 
traytor from their lawfully-a- 
nointed Soueraigne. Ouer-faire 
fhowes are a iuft argument of 
vnfoundnes; no naturall face 
hath fo-cleare a white and red, 


now but acloke of religion,to| ° 
perfect thetrechery of that vn- 


eace 


~“ 


peace in his name, warre in his 


‘{hart: and how eafily is that 


put on? Abjalom hath an holy 
deuout man had made it long 


Syria, and now hee halts to per- 
formeit, (If the Lord fhall bring 


me backe againe.to Terufalem, then} 
‘|T will ferne the Lord ;) wicked hy- 
| pocrites, care not to play with] 


God that they may mock men. 
The moredeformed any act is, 
the fayrer vifor it {till feeketh. 


|... How glad isthe good old 


King, that he is blefled with fo 


godly aSon; whomhe difmif- 
-1f{eth laden with his ‘caufeleffe 


bleffings: What truftis therein 


oa 
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| vow to bepaid in Hebron;The| — 


| ince, whiles hee was exiled in| 


| flefh and blood when Danid is| 


not! — 


R 
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—_ 


not fafefrom his ownce loynes?}_ 


|forged, there lacked nothing 


_Jopento credulity : Howeafie it 


_jons? The name of Danids Son 
! made loyall rebells. Their harts 


How many thoufandsare thus | 


(ontemiplations. «Lis. T5. 


The confpiracy is now fully 


butthis guile of piety to win] . 
fauor and valucin all eyes ; and|- 
now it is a wonder, thar bur 
two hundred honeft Citizens 
goc vp with Ab/alom from Ieru- 
falem.: The true-harted lie moft 


isto beguile harmeleffe intenti- 


carryes them againft the father 
of Abfalom,and now thefe fim-| 
ple Ifraelites, are vnwittingly 


are free froma plot, and they. 
meane.nothing, but fidelity in|. 
the attendance of a traytor. 


| ignorantly 


Se ee eS ee ae 
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| L1B.15. Abfaloms reeurne and,orc. 
ignorantly mifled into thetrain 
{of error; Their fimplicity is as 
werthy of pity, as their mif- 
guidance of indignation. Thofe 
that will {uffer them{elues to be 
carryed with femblances o 

truth and faithfulneffe,muft: 

~ needs beas farre from 
fafety,as inno- 
cence. 


Contem- 
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Contemplations 
VPON THE) | 
| HISTORY OF 


THE NEW TE. 
- STAMENT. 


Tas Sacond Booxa: 


: Chrift among the De€tors. 
Chrift Baptized. 
_ | Chrip Tempted. 
 % Simon Called, 
_ |The Mariage in Cana. 
| |The good Centurion. 


yO 


= 


‘ age 


ITO THE HONO-| 
RABLE GENERALL | 
Sir EDWARD CECILL 
- Knighrall honorand — 
| _ happines. | 


Moft Honored Sir, 
were HE flore 5 he gobd Scribe| 
a>, \a is ( according bo our Sa- 
Gl wiour) both old and new; | 
en I would (if I durft ) be 
: ambitions of this: onely 
honor; haning therefore drawne forth 
shefe not-frinelous thenghts, ont of the 
old Teftament, 1 fetch shefe folowing | 
ome the new, Ged isthe fame in beth ; 
as the body differs net with the agesf the | 
fate, with thechange of robes : The old) 
. |andnew wine of boly Truth, came bath 
” | out of one vineyard ; yet beere may wee 
‘Lfafely fayto the word of his father, as 
was [aid to the Bride-gromne of Cans, \ - 
2 Thou 


fe : 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


Thou haft kept the beft wine till the 
lat; The authority of beth is wally fa- 
cred, thevfe admits no leffe de Crenle, 
then is vetwixt a Sauiour fore-fhadowed,| 
and comue, The intermisfion of thofe| 
military imployments, which hawe won 
you inft boner, both in ferraine nations,\ 
and at home, is inthis only gainefull,that.| 
-\it yeilds you leafure to thefe happy\ 
| thonghts, which {hal more fully acquaint | 
| you with him that, is at. once the God of | 
| bofts, and the Prince of Peace: : To the 
| furtherance whereof thefe my poore 
labors, {hall dae yoshankeleffe offices. In\ 
lien of your noble famors to me both az\ 
home, and where. you hawe merited com-| 
mand, nothing can be returned. but hum- 
ble acknowledgements, dnd harty prayers. 
for the increafe of your Honor, and alt 
| happines to your [elfe, and your thrice 
‘| warthy and-vertuoss Lady,by him that is | 
deepely obliged, and tragly denoted ta\ . 
J0H both, ee _ Ul 


To ss Hann. | 
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. C; HRIST among the io 


, Doétors. 


NVA] Ven the {pring 
Sapo fhowes vs what we 


Gs 


>. 


| his nonagetherfore, would our 
Sauiour giueé vs a talte of his 


future proofe, leaft if his per-| 


fection fhould haue fhewed it 


felfe without warning to the} 


world, it fhould haue beéne in- 
certained with. more wonder, 


then belecfe; now this act of | - 
|  ¥3. i hist 


_- asst 
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—~| his Childe-hood thal] prepare| 


- {the eyeis comforted, not hurt) 


the faith of men by fore-expe- 
ation ; notwithftanding all 


this early demonftration of his} 


diuine graces, the incredulous 
Iewes could afterwards fay, 
whence hath this man this wif-| 
dome and great workes? What 


would they haue faid, if he had} - 
fuddenly leapt forth into the} 


clearelight of the world? The 
Sunne would dazle all eyes, if 


hee fhould breake forth at his 


firkt rifing into his full ftrength; 


now he hath both the day-ftar 
togoc before him, and to bid 
men looke for that glorious 
body, and the liuely colours of} - 
the day, to publith his approch, | 


by 


L1B.15. (rif among the Doétors. 
by his appearance. 
TheParents of Chrift went 


vp yearely to Terufalem at the| 


feaft of the Paffouer ; the law 
was only forthe males, I doe 
not finde the blefled virgin 
bound to this voyage, the wea- 


ker fexe receiued indulgence | 
from God : yet fhee knowing | 


the fpiricuall profit of that iour- 
ney, takes paines voluntarily te 
meafure that long way cuery 
yearc; Piety regards nor any 
diftinction of fexes or degrees, 
wether yet doth Gods acceptati- 
ori; rather doth it pleafe the 
mercy of thehigheft, more to 
reward thae feruice, which, 
though he like in all, yet out of 


333 


fauour he will not impofe vpon | 


Y 4 all! : 
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| Gods feruice: thofe that will go 
|no further then they are drag-| 


| ty, notthis yeare ongly, but in 
jin the power of whofe God-} 


|head, and by the motion of 
| whofe Spirir, all others afcen- 


‘| hemeant ourInftruétion : this 


Contemplatioss. _ L1B.2. 


gedin their religious exercifes, 
are no whit of kinne to her| | 
whomiall generations fhall call 
blefled. * 2s 
Thechilde Ie{us in the mino- 
rity of his age, went vp with| - 
his Parents to the holy folemni- 


all likelyhood others alfo; hee 


ded thither, would net himfelfe| - } 


{tay at home.In al his examples | 


pious! 


JLrs2. CObrift among the Dottors. | 33 5 
pious act of his nonage inten- : 


| ded to lead our firft yeares into 
timely deuotion, The firft 1i- 
_ |quorfeafons the veffell for a 
|longtimeafter: Itiseuery way] 
goodforaman,tobeare Gods} | | 
yoke cuen from his Infancy:} . 
itis the policic of the deuill to , : 
| difcourage early holynes: hee} * , 
that goes out betimes in the 
morning, is more like to di- 
{patch his iourney, then he that} 
lingers till the day bee fpent. 
This bleffed Family, came not 
{to lookeat the feaft & be gone; 
| bucthey duely ftayd out all the} 
{ appointed dayes of ynleauened 
* | bread: they and the reft of If- 
racl could not want houfheld 
bufineffes at home;thofe fecular 
affaires 


. 
‘ ~ 
« 
A 
‘ . 
~ 
4 


, 


— |]em, or fend them away imma- 


- |may receiue his difmiffion:. 


ee ee 
|.affaires could not cither keepe 
them from repayring co Ierufa- 


turely ; Worldly cares muft giue 
placetothe facred: Except wee 
will depart voblefled, we muft 
attend Gods feruices till wee 


It was the fafhion of thofe 
| times and places,that they wene 
vp, and fo returned by troupes;| 
to thofe fet meetings of thei — 
holy. feftiuals. The whole pa-| 
rifh of Nazareth went and] | 
came together, Good-fellow-| 
fhip doth no way fo well, asin 
_|the paflage to Heauen : much) 
comfort is added by fociety ta} - 
_ {that iourney, which is of it felfe 
pleafanc ; [gis an happy a 
- et 


YT LIB.r5. Chrift among the Doétors, 


Come let vs go vp to the houfe| 
of the Lord: Mutual incourage- 
ment is none of the leaft bene- 
fits of our holy affemblies: Ma- 
riy fticks layd together, make aj ~ - 
good fire, which if they lye fin- | 
gle, lofe both their light and 


at. 
The feaft ended,what fhould 
they do,butreturn to Nazareth? | 
Gods feruices may notbeefo at-| 
| tended, asthat weefhould neg- 
lect our particular callings :| 
Himfelfe cals vs from his owne} 
houfe to ours: and takes plea-|_ 
fure to fee a painfull Client: 
They are fouly miftaken , that 
| thinke God cares for no other 
trade,but deuotion: Piety & di-| 
ligencemuft keep meet changes 
. with 


AO On Cw eng wane Ceres 


_» Icharge, as hot to call the childe 


|. [him away from his {uppo- 
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with each other; neither doth 


‘no fooner turned vpon the} 


God lefleacept of our returneto 
Nazareth, then our going ypro} 
Terufalem. _ 

I cannot thinke that theblef.- 
{ed Virgin, or good Iofepb,could 


be fo negligent of their diuine 


Iefus, vo their fetting forth from 
Icrufalem : But. their backe was 


Temple, then his face was to- 
wards it ; hee had bufineffe in 
that place, when theirs was 
ended : there hee was both 
worlhipped and reprefented : 
hee, in whom the God-head 
dwelt bodily,could do nothing | 
without God: his true father led 


fed * 
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fed: Sometimes the affaires of 
our ordinary vocation, may 
not grudge to yeeld’ vnto {piri- 
tuall occafions ; The Parents 
of Chrift knew him well, to be}. 
of a difpofition,not ftrange,nor 
fullen and ftoycall, but {weet - 
andfociable: and therfore they 
fuppofed, he had fpent the time} 
and the way, inthe company of| 
their rae par neighbours :| 
They doe not fufpect him wan- 
dred into thefolitary fields, but 
| when euening came, they goto 
feeke him among their kinsfolk 
and acquaintance : If hee had 
not wonted to conuerfe for- 
merly with them, hee had not{ 
now beene fought amongft 
them : Neitheras God,nor man| 

| | doth’ - 


340 —— Contemplations. Li.rs. 
doth he take pleafure in a fterne 
‘| froward aufterity,and wilde re- 
tiredneffe: butin a milde affa- 
bleneffe, and amiable conuerfa- 
fation. | . 3 
But, 6 bleffed Virgin, who 
can expreflethe farrowes of thy 
perplexed foule; when all that 
uening-fearch could affoord} 
thee no newes of thy Son Iefus? | 
Was not this one of thofe 
{words of Sineon, which fhould 
pierce thorow thy tender breft > 
How didft thou chide thy cre- 
‘dulous neglect,in not obferuing | 
{ precious a charge, and blame| 
[chine eyes, for once looking be- 
[fide this obiect of thy loue?| 
How didft chou, with thy care- 


| {full husband,{pend that reftleffe 
ee night} 


| LrB.15. Chrift among the Doétors. 
night, in mutual! expoftulati- | 
ons, and bemonings of your} — 
lofle > How many fufpicious| . 
imaginations did that whilet 
racke thy greeued {pirit' > Per-}| _ 
haps thou mightft doubt, left] . 
they which layd for him, by 
‘Herods command, at his birth,} — 
had now by the fecret inftigati-| 
an of Archelans, farprized him} 
in his child-hood : or itmay be,| 
thou thoughtft thy. divine Son| 
had now withdrawne himfelfe| 
from the earth, and returned to| 
his heauenly glory, without] 
warning: or peraduenture,theu 
ftudyedft with thy felfe, whe-| 
ther any careles on thy behalfe, | 
had not giuen occafion to this 
abfence.. a 


Oh 


| | 
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Qh deare Sauiour, who can 
miffe and not mourne for thee? | . 
Neuer any foule conceiued thee 
by faith, that was leffe afflicted 
with the fenfeof thy differtion, 
_ {then comforted with the ioy of | 
thy prefence: Iuft is that for- 
row, and thofe ceares feafona- 
ble,that are beftowed vpon thy | 
loffe; What comfort are we cas 
pableof, whiles we wantthce? 
What relifh is there in thefe 
earthly delights witheut thee? 
What is there to mitigate our] - 
paflionate. difcomforts, if not 
from thee? Let thy felfe loofe, 

6 my foule, to the ful- 
nefle of forrow, when thou fine 
deft thy felfe bereeued of him, 
|in whofe prefence is the cane 

an: 


Lin 2. Chrift among the Do€fors. 
of ioy,and deny to receiuecom- 
fort from any thing, faue from 
hisreturne. | | | 
— In vaine is Chrift fought a- 
mong his kinred, according to| 
the flefh: So far are they {till 
from siuing vs theirayd,to find 
the crue MefS-as,chat they lead vs 
from him : Backe againe there- 
fore are Jofepb and Mary gone,to 
feeke him at Hierufalem; Shee} 
goes about in theCicy, by the 
{treets, and by the open places, 
and feekes him whom her foule | 


loueth: Shefoughthim,forthe{ 


| time, and found him not. Doe 


we thinke fhe fpared her fearch, 


the evening of her returne, fhee| 
haftes ro the Inne, where fhe laft| 


ieft him; where mifling him, | 


Zz. fhe 


te 
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fhee inquires of euery one thee} 
met, Haue you not feenc him, 
whom my fouleloueth? Ac aft, 
the third day, fhee findes him in 
the Temple : One day. was 
|fpent in the journey towards 
Galile ; another in the returne 
to Icrufalem: Thethird day re- 
couers him : Hee, whe would] 
rife againe the third day, and be 
found among ft theliuing, now 
alfo would the third day bee 
found of his Parents, after the 
forrow of his abfence. But 
| where wert thou, d bleffed fa, 
for the {pace of thefethree daies? 
_ {Where didft thou beftow thy | 
felfe, or who tended thee,whiles| 
thou-wert thus.aloneat Hieru-]}_ 
falem? I know, if Hierufalem 
JN : i.  fhould 


: } 


™ 


| L1B.2: Chrift awsong the Doétors. |. 
fhould haue beene ‘as vnkinde} 
to thee,as Bethelem,cthou couldtt 
haue commanded the Heauens 
to harbour thee, and if men did 
not minifter to thee, thou 
could{t haue commanded: the 
feruice of Angels, but fince the 
forme of a feruant,called thee to! . 
a voluntary homelinefle, ‘whe- 
ther: it pleafed: thee to exercife| 
thy felfe thus, early, with the|. 

difficulties of a flranger, of to. 
prouide miraculoufly for thy] 
felfe; Linquire.not, fince thou 
reucaleft nor, only thisI know, 
that. hereby-thou inrendeft to 
teach thy parents, that:thou 
couldeit liue without thém,and 
tat not of any indigency} but 
outof a gracious difpenfation, 


Z2 thou 


x 
ee, + 8 


1 Contemp lations. 


> Lipa, 

«hou would{t Ordinarily de. 
#24 vpon their care 

Inthe meane time,thy diuine 

vvildome could Hot bur fore. 

F< now all thee COrrodin 


rewith the heart 


am with you totheend of the 


CarerenpSERnEEEEE, 


world: but euen whiles thou }. ° 


art really prefent, thou thinkeft 
good to beabfent vnto our ap- 


prehenfions: yet if thou leauc | 


vs, thou wiltnot forfake vs ; i! 
thou leaue vs for our humiliati- 
on, thou wilt not forfake vs to 
our finall difcomfort ; thou 
may(t for three dayes hide thy 
felfe; but then wee fhall finde 


thee inthe Temple; None cuer 


fought thee with a fincere de-| - 


fire, of whom chou wert not 
found: Thou wilt not bee ei- 
ther fo little abfent, as not to 
whet our appetites, nor fo long, 


as to fainten the heart. After| 


three dayes wee fhall finde 


thee ; and where fhould wee] 


a rather 
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rather hope to finde thee then 


inthe Temple? There is the ha-| | 


_tbitation for the God of Ifrael, 


| with piety,feekehim with faith, | 
‘there fhall yee meet him, there} 


|there is thy refting place for e-| 

uer ; Oh all yee thatare greeued | 
with the want of your Sauiour, | 
fee where yce mult feeke him: | 
In vaine fhall yee hope to finde 


him in the ftreets, in the Tas 


uernes,in the Theaters,feek him | 


in his holy Fem ple: Seeke him 


fhall yee recouer him. Whiles 
children of that age were play- 


ing in the flreets, Chrift was 
found ‘fitting in the Temple,| 


- | not to gazeon the outward glo- 


ry of that houfe, or on the gol- 
denCandle-fticks, ortables,but 


eSB me se ee ee wt 


aa aa Sa 


. ; | y | | : > 
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De a 


Ito heare and appofe the Do-| 
ors; Hee, whoas God, gauc| ~ 
them all the wifdome they liad, 
asthe Sonof man hearkens to 
{the wifdom he had giuen them: 
He, who fate in their hearts, as 
the Author of all learning and 
knowledge, fetsinthe midft of 
their {choole, as an humble Di- 
{ciple: That bylearning of them, 
he might teach all the younger 
fort humility, and due atten- 
dance vpon their Inftructours, | - 
hecould atthe firft haue taught 
the great Rabbins of Ifrael, the 
deepe myfteries of God ; but 
becaufe hee was not yet called 
by his Father, to the publique 
_| fundtion of a Teacher, heecon- 
tents to -heare with diligence, 


Z4 ~~ and 
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and to aske with modetty, & to 


{teach onely by infinuation. Ler 


thofe confider this, which will 
needes run as fooneas they can 


go:and when they find ability, 


thinke they need not ftay for a 
further vocation of God, or 
men, Open your eyes,yeerathe 
ripe Inuaders of Gods Chaire : 


| andfeeyour Sauior in his youn- 


ger yeeres, not fitting in-thee- 
minent pulpits of the Doctors, 
but in the lowly. floores of the 


‘Auditors : See him. that could 


haue taught the Angels,liftnin g 
in his minority, to the voyce of 
men; Who can think much, to 
learneof his Ancients, when he] . 
looks vpon the Son of God, fit- 


ting at the fect of the Doctors af | 


Ifracl. 
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[frael Firtt he hears,thé heasks : 
how much more doth it con- 
cern vsto be hearers,ere we offer 
to be teachers of others ; hee ga 
thersthat hears, he {pédsthat tea- 
cheth;if wef{pend ere we gather, 
| we fhall foon proue bankrupts. 

_ when he hath heard, heaskes, 
and after that, hee anfwers:| . 
doubtleffe thofe very queftions} — 
were inftructions,and meantto} 
teach more then to learne: Ne-} 
uer had. thefe great- Rabbins| 
heard the voyce of fuch a tutor: 
in wham they might fee the] 
wifdome of Ged fo concealing} 
it felfe, that yet ic would bee} 
knowne ta be there : No mar-| 
uell then if they. all wondred.at| 
his vnderftanding and an{wers:| 
| | Their 
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-Their-eyes faw nothing but hu- 

mane weakenefle, their cares | 
heard diuine fublimity of mat-| . 
ter ; betwixt what they faw,and 
what they heard, they could 
not but bee diftraéted with a 
| doubting admiration.And why 
did ye nor(6 ye Iewith teachers) 
remember That tows a (hbilde is 
borne, aud unto vs a Son is giuen, 
{and the gouernment is ypon bis fhonl- 
der, and his name fhall bee called 
Wonderful, CounfeHor, the mighty 


|God, the euerlafting Father, the| 


Prince of peace? Why did yenot 


_| now bethinke yourfelues,what 


the ftarre, the Sages,the Angels, | 


= ilthe Shepheards, Zachary Simeon, 


Anna, had premonifhed you. | 
|Fruitlefle is the wonder that 
fed — endeth}: 


st 
Lip2. Chrift among the Doctors, 
endeth notin faith ; No light is 
fufficient where the eyes are 
he'd through vnbeliefe or pre-| 
iudicé. ee 
The Doétors were not more 
amazed, to heare fo profounda| © 
childesehood,then the parents of | 
Chrift were to fee him among} 
the Doétots; the Loy of finding 
him, did ftriue with: the ‘afto- 
nifhment of finding him thus, 
And now, not lofepb (he knew 
howlittle right he had to that 
diuine Son) but Mary breakes 
forth into a louing” expo {tulati- 
on ( Son why baft thou dealt fo with 
os;) that fhe mightnot feeme 
to take vpon her as an imperi-|. 
ous mother, itis likefhereferued| — 
this queftiontill fhee had him| 


| alone: 7 


- eae 
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alone: Wherein fhe meant ra- 
ther to exprefle griefe then cor- 
reption : Onely heerein the 
blefled virgin offended, that her 
inconfideration did not fup- 
pofe(as it was ) that {ome hyer 
re{pects, then could be due to}. 


fieth and bloud,called away the 


~ {Son of God from her, that was 


the daughter of man : She that 
was butthemother of his hu- 
manity, fhould not haue 
thoughe that the bufines of 
God mutt for her fake bee neg- 


{lected : Wee are all partiall to 


our {elues naturally,& proneto 
theregard of our ownerights 
queftionleffe this gracious faint 
would not for all the world, 


atten- 


_f hauewillingly preferd her own. 
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attendance, to that of her God : 
through heedlefneffe fhee doth 
\fo: her Son and Sauiour is her| 
monitor: outof hisdiuineloue| 
reforming her naturall: Hows) 
it that ye fought me? Knew ye not 
shat I muft goe about my Fathers 
bufineffe? Immediately before 
thebleffed virgin had faid, thy. 
father and I fonght thee with beauy| 
| hearts : Wherein bozh according 
to the fuppofition of the world, 
the called Iofeph the father of 
Chrift, and according to the} 
fafhion of a dutifull wife, fhee| - 
names her lofeph, before her felfe.} 
She well knew that ofepb had} 
nothing but a name in this bu-|_ 
fines, fhe knew how. God had 
dignified her beyond him ; Yer , 
_ 3 3 Cs 


356 |.  ontemplations: Linz. 


the faies: Thy father and I fought 
thee; The Sonne of God ftands 
not vpon contradiction to his 
{mother,- but leading her 
.| thoughts from his fuppofed fa- 
ther,to his true; from earth to 
| heauen, heanfwers(Knew ye not, 
that I muft goe about my Fathers 
' | bufideffe ?) It was honorenough 

{to herchat hee had vouchfated 
_{totake flefh of her; It was his 
eternall honor, that hee was 
God of God; the cuerlafting 
Son.of the heauenly Father , 
good reafon therefore was it 
thar, the refpeéts to flefh: fhould 
giue place to the God of Spirits: 


| How well contented was holy 


| Mary with fo iuft an anf{wer, 
how doththenow again in her 
we a hart,!” 
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hart, renew her an{wer to the] 


Angell (Behold the feruant of the 
Lord, be it according to thy word, 

- Weareall thefonnes of God 
in another kinde. Nature and 
the world thinkes wee fhould 


attend them; we are not wor-] 


thy to fay, we haue a Father in 
heauen, if we cannot fteale a- 


way from thefe earthly diftra- | 


Gtiens, and imploy our | 
feluesin thefer- 
-_uices.ofour 


God. 


oy Contem- 


PHD PREPRINT) 
| Chrifts- Baptifine. 


their difpofition and. carriage,| 
then fimilitude in their funéti-| 
on ; both did preach and bap- 
tile; only Jobn baptifed-by him | 
felfe,our Saujour by his difci- 
ples ; our Sautour wrought mi-} 
|racles by himfelfe, hy his difci-| 

ples ;.Jobw wrought none by 
_cither 3] 


|Lis.2.  Chrifts Bapeifme.. 
{either ; Wherein’ Chrift meant 
\:to dhew. himfelfe a Lord, and‘ | 
Iobn a feruanit; and Joba. meant} 
{cto approue himfelfe'a true fer-| 
uantto him, whofe, harbinger] 
{he was; hee that leapt in the} - 
wombe of his, mother, when 
his Sauiour,(shen newly. con- 
‘| ceived’) camein prefence,beltir- 
_Tred- bimfelfe . when :.hee. was} - 
{ brought forth into -the light of] 
the Church, to the honor:and 
. Hferuice of his Sauivur : he did 
| the fame before Chrift, which 


doeafterhim, preach and bap- 
tife. The Gofpell. ran: alwayes| 
in one tenor,and wasneuerbut} 
like it felfe; So ic became the 
word of him in'whont there is 
| os Aa to 


Chrift charged his, difciples to Ea % 


———— (Contemplations, = Lr.2.) 
‘|no fhadow by turning, and 
whofe word it is, I am Ieboua, 1). 
changenot. , et 
|. > Ic was fit, chat hee which had 
| the Prophets, the ftarre, the 
| Angels to foretell his comming | 
| into the world, fhould haue his! 
Viherto goe before him, when 
he would notifie himfelfe to 
_ | cheworld ; Jobn was the voyce| | 
" LofaCryer, Chrift was the word 
-| of his Father; it was fic this 
voycefhould make a noyfe to} 
the world, ere the word of the| 
| Father fhould {peake to ic ; obns 
| notewas ftill, repentance; the 
axe to the root, the fan to the|: 
_| flowre, the chaffe to the fire ; as 
| his rayment was rough, fo was 
ais tongue,and if his food were 
| | wilde} 


Lr8:2. 


jeuery hare : Plaufibility is no fic 


| hareof man had continued vp- 


intertained without contradi- 
|<tion ; but now violence muft 


| wecan haue roome for grace ; 


neuer: will Chrift come into 


forchim, eee 
- That Sauiour of ours, who 
Aaa from 


{ 


wilde hony, his {peech was) _ 
| ftinging locufts : Thus mult) | 


| che way be made for Chrift in} 
prefaceto regeneration : if the} 


right, Ged might hauc beene} 


be offered to our-corruption,ere is 


| if the great way-maker doe not] ° 
| caft downc hills, and. rayfe vp. 

vallyesin the bofomes of men,} 
thereis no paflage for Chrift ;| 


[thar foule, where the herald: of : 
repentance hath not beene be-| 


2 de eee es 


(‘ontemplations,  Li.2. 
from. eternity lay hid in the 
counfell of God, who in the 
fulnes-‘of timefo came, that hee 
lay hid in the wombe of his 
mother, for the fpace of forty. 
weckes; after hee was come, 
thought fit to lye hid in’ Naza- 
reth, for. the {pace of ‘thirty 
yeares, now at laft begins to 
fhew himfelfeto the world,and 
comes from Galile to Jordan. 
_ |He that was God alwayes, and 
{might have beene perfeét man 
}io-an inftant, would by degrees | 
. | rifeto the perfection both of his 
manhood, and execution of his 
mediator-lhip ; to teach vs, the 
neceffity of Jeafure in {pirituall | | 
proceedings ; that many funs,| ; 
litical feafons; and 
. eee ' Meanes | - 


362 
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meanes mult be ftayd for, ere}. - | 
wecan attaine our maturity;| 
and that when we are ripe for |. 
the imployments of God, wee 
fhould no leffe willingly leaue | 
our obfcurity, then wee tooke | 
the benefit of it for our prepara- 
tion. He that was formerly cir-. 
cumcifed, would now bee bap- } 
tifed; what is baptifme but an | 
Euangelicall .circumcifion ? 
What was circumcifion but a 
legall baptifme? One both fup- 
plyed and fucceeded the other; 
yetthe author of both will vn- 
dergocboth; He wouldbe cire| _ 
cumcifed tofatisfie his Church}. 
| that was,and baptifed to fan@i- | 
fie his Church 5 tes fhould bee; 
thatfoinboth:Teftaments.hee] 
Ang omight) 


- Contemplations. > Lrp.a. 


might open away into heauen.| ; 
| There was in him neither - fil. 
thines, nor fore-skin.of corrup- 
-Ition, thas fhould need cither 
knife, or water ; Hecame not to 
be a Sauiour-for himfelfe,, bur 
for vs, weare all vncleaneneffe,] 
and vncircumcifion, he would 
therefore hauethat done to his 
moft pure body, which fhould 
be of force to cleare our impure 
‘\foules; thus making himfelfe 
finn¢ for vs,that we might be 
made the righteoufnes of God 
in him. a oh 
His baptifmegiues yertue to. 
fours. His laftaction (or rather 
pafhion ) was his baptifing with 
 {[blood, his firft was his baptiza-| 
{tion with water, both of them 
_ wa 


* 
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| wafhthe world from their fins.| 

Yea, this latter did not only 

wath the foules. of men, but 

wafheth that very water, by | 

-which wee. are wathed; from| ~ 

henceis that made both.cleane|. 

and holy,andcan both cleanfe| . -~ 

and hallow vs; And ifthevery| 

\hadkerchiefe which touched 

his Apettles,had power of cure, 

how much more that Water, 

| which the facred body of Chrift | 

touched? Chrift comes far, to} . 

_|fecke his baptifme : to teachvs| 

_| (for whofe fakehe was baptifed) | 

| to wait vpon the ordinances of 

God ; and to fue for-the fauour. 

4 of {pirituall bleflings ; They-are 

worthlefle commodities, that 

{arenot worth feeking for ;.it is'| . . 
i Aa4 ~__rare- 


-~ 


— Contemplations. LrB.2. 
rarely {eene, that God 1s found 
| ofahy ‘man vnfought for: that 
defisé which only makes vs a-|_ 
- |pable of good things, cannot 
| tand with neglect. | 
— Joby durft not baptize vnbid-| 
_ | den: his Mafter fent him to doe] 
‘| this feruice,and behold the Ma- 
} fter comes to his feruant; to call 
| forthe participation of that pri- 
‘| uiledge, ‘which he himfelfe fad 
__finftituted, and enioyned; how 
|willingly fhould wee come to] 
‘our fpirituall Superiors, for our 

‘| part in thofe myfteries, which 

‘ |Godhath lefcin their keeping ; 
lyea, how gladly thould wee 
_ |Cometo that Chrift, who giues 
"| vs thefe bleflings ; whois giuen| 


- Jeovsinthem.  °.. ee 
a This 


Linz. ChriflsBaptifme. | 367 ). 
This feemed too great an ho-} 
nour for the modelty of Joba to} 
receiuc ; If his mother could} 
fay, when her blefled cozenthe| 
Virgin Mary, came to vifit her 
| (Whence is this to me, that the mother 
of my Lord fhould come to me? ) how 
much more might hee fay fo, 
when the diuine Som of that. 
mother, came to call fora fauor} 
from him? Ihaue necdetobee} 
baptized of thee, andcommeft}. - } > 
|thoutome? O holy Baptift, if a 
there were not a greater borne 
of womenthen thou ; yet thou 
couldeft not be borne of a wo- 
man,and not heede to be bapti- 
zed of thy Sauiour. Hee bapti-} 
zed with fire, thou with water ;} 
Little would thy water. haue a-} 
a : ——- uailed| 


368 ((ontemplations, Lrs. 2.) 


uailed thee without his fire, If} 

hehad not baptized thee, how] 

wert thou fanctified from the 

wombe? Therecan beno ficth 

without filthineffe ; neither chy 

> | fupernaturall conception , nor| 
~ thy auftere life could exempt 

thee from the need of baptifme: 

Euen thofe, chat haue not liued 

to finafterthe fimilitude of 2] 

dam, yet are they fo tainted with 

Adam, that vnlefle the fecond A-} 

| |dam clenfethem by his baptifme} 

they are hopeleffe ; There is 

10 leffe vfe of baptifme vnto| 

all, chen there is certainty of the] _ 

—|need of baptifme; Iobn baptized} — 

without ; Chrift within. The] 

{more holy a man is, the more 

fenfible heis of his vnholineffe, 


P, | . 7 : No 
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Lip2.  Chrift Baptifed. 
No carnall man could hauefaid 
(Ihaue need to be b. ptized of thee ;)} 
neither can he finde, what heis| _ 
thebetter for alictle Font-water. 
The fence of our wretchednes, 
and the valuation of our fii 
tuall helps, isthe beft tryall of} 
our regeneration : Our Sauiour 
doth not deny, thar either Joon} - 
hathneedto be baptized of him,| 
orthatitisftrange,that hefhould 
come to bebaptized of Zobu,but 
| he will needs Ae far, both ho- 
nor lobn,and difparage himfelfe, 
to be baptized of his Meffenger, 
| he that would cake fleth of the 
Virgin, education from his Pa- 
rents, fuftenance from his crea- 
tures, will takebaptifme from] —~ 
Tobn: Icisthe prayfe of his mer-) 

| a oc HEYA 


frary 


—— oO Contery ve LIB. 
Se ae aolaee CY, that hee w; 
45 60 bee beho| hi 
: “ures, which f- m 
| their being and po 
; takeand o; e Y, 
} telpe& tg M4 
1 his Father , TC Dim to this 
f Poynt of humiliation, (Lbus it 
eOdones ex, 


5 b0 fulfil all "ighteonf- 
fle.) The and ap-} 


DY re-| 
Linyee)- 
deth, 
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deth tothis honour, which his 
Saviour puts vpon him, in’ gi- 
uing baptifme to the Authour} 
of it: Hee baptized others to} 
ithe remiflion of their finnes: 
now hee. baptizes him - by 
them, they are remitted both 
to the Bapcizer, and to o- 
thers. a a ae 
, No fooner is Chrift baptized, 
then hee comes furth of the 
water: The clement is of 
force, but during the vfe :. Ic 
turnes.commen,' whea that is 
paft; neither. is che warer foo-| 
ner powred of his. head, theo 
{the Heauens are opened, ‘and 
the Holy. Ghoft defcendeth 
vpon that head which was bap-| | 
tized: The Heauens are neuer 
ms fut, 
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thut, whiles either of the Sacra- 
‘ments is duely adminiftred, and 
receiued: neither doe the Hea- 
uens euerthusopen withaut the 

| defcent of the Holy Ghoft : But 
\now that the God of Heauen 
-_|is baptized,theyopen ynto him, 
[which are opened to all the 
faichfull by him : and that Holy 
-|Ghoft which proceeded: from 
— lhim, together with the Father; 
Jioynes with the Father ina fenfi- 
\ble teftimony of him; that now 
ithe world might fee what inte-| 
-Treft heehad in the Heauens, in} : 
\ehe Eather, in the Holy Spirit,| - 
Jand might expect nothing but 
diuine, from the enttance of| 
\fuch a Mediator. — es ee 
: .) CHRIST 


ye Ge ceed) | 


Nae | foorer is Chrift) — 
NG comne out of the{ —- 
NV warer of Baptifme,| 
S240) then he enters into 
the fire eof Tentation: No foo. 
ner isthe Holy Spirit defcended 
vpon his head, inthe forme of 
a Doue, then hee isled by the| _ 

{piritto be cempted. No fooner} 
doth God ‘fay (This is my Son) 
then Satan fayes, (If thou beethe.| 

Son of Ged.) Icis notin the pow.) 
er, cither of the gtft or feales of]. 
 . =. Grace, 


(ontemplations. | Lrs.2.4 


4 Grace,to deliuer vs from the al-} 
faules of Satan ; they may baue 
|theforceto repell cuill fuggefti- 
jons, they hauénonc to peciient 
chem; yea, the more we are in- 
gaged vnto God by our pub- 
liquevowes, and his pledges of 
fauour,fo much more butt and 
{violent is the rage of thaé cuill 
/one, to encounter vs; Wee are 
no fooner ftept forth into the 
4 field of God, then hee labours} 
_ {to wreft our weapons out of 

four harids, or toturne them a= 


¢t . 
4 


gainft vs. oe 
| . The voyce from Heauen,ac- 
knowledged:Chrift to ‘bee the 

Son of God; this diuine Tefti- 
mony did notallay the malice 
of Satan,but exafperateit: Now 
oo tae 


|Lip:2, | Ghrift tempted. — 


| chat venomous. Serpent {wels| 
| with inward poyfon,and haftes 
4 toaffayle him; whom God hath} 
| horioxed from Heauen. OGod, | 
how :fhould I looke to.efcape| 


the logpeltious of that wicked 
one, when the Son of thy loue 


Jcannot-bee free? when-cuen 
| grace it felfe drawes:on enmity? 

| That Enemy , chac {pared. noc 
to ftrikeat the head, will he for-| 
| beareche weakeft and remorest 
lim? Armethou mee therefore, | 
| with.an. expectation of that ¢- 
uill -cannotauoyd, Make thou | 
| meas {trong,as-h¢.is malicious; 
+ Say to! my foule alfo (Thon art 
‘| my. Son) and let Saran. doe his. 
ate worfk. - st Me 

_ Allthe time of our ~~ 
ct s Bb. _ obfcus 


pera Ch 
va 
e 


. (ontemplations. L134. 
| obfcurity, I doe noc finde him: 
lec ypon ; Now, that hee looks | _ 
| forth co.the publique execution} | 
of his diuine Office, Satan bends 
his forces againft him: Our 
| priuacy, perhaps, may firdown 
{in peace, but neuer man-diden-| 
| deauour'’a common good with-| 
out oppofition. It is a figne, 
{chac- both the work is holy, & 
| the “Agent faithfull, when wee 
mect with ftrong affronts.. 
We haue reafon to bee com- 
forted with nothing fo much,as 
|-with refiftance ; If we werenot 
ina-way to:do good, we fhould 
‘finde no rubs; Satan. hath no} 
leaufe to moleft his owne, and 
_ | thar whiles they goe about his 
3 owe feruice ; Hee defires no- 
thing) 


L182. ChriSt cemprad, & 
thing mote, then to make vs} _ 
{mooth paths to fin; bur when} 
we would tute our feet to ho-| 
lineffe, hee blocks vp the way 
{with tentations. ae 

- ‘Who can wonder éfiough ac 
the faweintes of chat bold Spitir, 
tha dares'to {er vpon the Soin 
of the eucrliuing God? whe can} 
wonder enough at thy iieek- 
nies & patience, 6 Saviour, chat! 
wouldtt be tempted > He wani-| 
ted not maliceand prefumption 
jto affaule thee, thou wantedft 
not humility to.endure thofe af- 
faules.:1 fhould:ftand amazed at 
this voluntary difpenfation of 
thins, but that I {ee the fufcepti- 
on of our humane nature, layes|_ 
thee open to this conditions. - Ic| 
ae Bb 2 __is) = 


| (ontemplasions.. ; Lis. 2. 


is neceflarily incidentro man-| 


| no Aeth, if chou hadft micant ve- 
{terly to pur off this confequerice 
_ | ofdurinfirmity : If the thate Oo 
| innocence could haue beenca- 
ny defence againft.cuill; moti- 
ons, the firft Adam had not been 
|cempted, much lefle the fecond. 
{Ic is not the prefenting of tenta- 
|tion. that can hurt vs, but their 
~ fentertainment. Ill counfell is the 
faulc of the Giuer,nor of the Re: 


to look in at ouriwindowes,we 
| entrance; Ic is no leffe our praife 
| blame.to fuggelt euill. - Yea, 

a ae - bleffed 


ete 


| Thou wouldeft not’ haue put! 


, 
= ce - Et sere meee or 


fufer; We cannotforbid leudeies} 
may (hut our doresagainft their, 


\to haue refifted, then Sasans| 


Lis2. Chrifttempred. 


| Had nor Satan tempted thee, 
chow fhouldeft thou haue ouer- 
comne? Without blowes there 
| canbeno victory, no triumph: 
‘Howhad thy power been ma- 
nifefted; ifno aduerfary had tri- 
edthee > The firft Adam was 
tempted & vanquifhed, thefe- 
| cond Adam,to repay and repaire. 
{that foile, doth vanquifh in: 
being tempted. Now haue we 
not a Sauiour, and High-Prieft, 
that cannot. bee pie. a with: 
the feeling of our infirmities, 
but-fuch an.one, as was in all 


things tempted in like fort, yet |’ 


without fin ; how boldly ther- 


bleffed ‘Sauiour, how glorious 1 
was it for thee, how happy for | 
vs, that thou wert tempted? } . 
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Contemplations..  LEB.2. | 
fore may we goe vnto the | 
‘Throne of grace, that wee may | 
lreceiue. mercy, and finde grace | 
bof help in time of neede: Yea,| 
this Deuil was for vs; Now we 
fee by this conflic& of our Al- 
‘mighty Champion, what pian-|_ 
\ner of Aduerfary we hauc, how 
hee fights, how hee is refifted, 
how guercomne. Now our ve-| 
ry temptation affords vs com-| 
fort; inthat wee fee, thedearer}: 
‘weare vnto God, the more ob-]: 
- {noxious we are to this trial;nei-|. 
{ther can wee be difcouraged by} 
_ |the haynoufneffe. of hole euils,| 
'wherto we are moued, fince wel’ 
lfeethe Son of God folicited -t0| 
--|Infidelity., Couctoufnes, Idola- 
|txy; How glorious therfere was | 


Linz.  Cbrift tempted. 
forvs, thatthou wert tempted ?| 
Where then waft thou temp- | 


great aduerfary ?» Idoc not fee 
thee ledinto the market-place, 
| or any other part of the city, or | 
thy hame-fted.of Nazareth,buc | 


bitation of beaftes ;a place that | 
caryethinit, both horror and 
opostunity; why wouldftrhou 


but-as. confident: Champions 
‘are wont to. giue aduantage of 


Antagonift, that the glory of 
their vidtory- may bethegsearer: 
So. wouldft stg O Sauiouria | 
- " « B 4 


[it for thee,6 Sauior, how happy | 


\ted, O bleffed [efu; or whither | - 
wenteft thouto.meer with our | 


‘inta the vaft wilderneffe,theha | 


thus retyre thy felfe from.men,| 


ground, af weapon, to. their | 


this - 


——— Contemplations: == LB. 
1 this ‘can but with our common 
| enomy, yecld him his owne 
! rearmes for circumftarites, that 
' thinehonour and his foyle may. 
bethe more; Soliearyneffe is no 
{mall helpe to the fpeed of aten-| 
tation; Wo to him thatisalone,| 
for if -he fall, there is not a fe- 
condto lifthim vp ;"Fhofethat 
‘out ofan affectation of ‘holines 
feck efor folitude, in rocks and | 
cauesof thedeferts, doe no, o- 
therchen-runn¢ into the mouth 
of ‘the. danger: of. tentation, 
whiles they thinke to avoydiit. 
| Ic was enough for . thee, to 
‘whofedinine power the’ gates! - 
of hell ‘were weakenefle; thus} 
| :tochallenge the Prince of dark- 
| elle; Our care mutt be alwaies| 
aoe * ae oe . to 


a 
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to e{chucall occafions of ipiri. 


to get vs “out of the reach of 
| tentations. 


6 Sauiour, to hethas tempted 2 
That Spirit whereby thou watt 


ther,as God, Led thee*into the 


vs to. pray to thy Father, Lead US 


Let the path bee’ what it will, 


~ 
te 


tual] danger;and(what wemay}| 


ButO i depth of ii wit: | 


dome of Ged;How camft thou} 


conceiued, as man, and which! 
was one with chee and the Fa-| 


wilderneffe. to bee tempted of} 
Satan ; Whiles thou taughteft 


not iuto Cemptation, chou meantelt| 
to inftruct vs, thae.if the fame) 
Spirit ledd vs: not into this pel 
rilous way, we goenot into it 3] 
We haue till chefamecondudt;| 


_ howl 


how can wee mifcarry in the 
hand of a. Father... Now may} 
wefay to Satan as thou didk 
vunto Pilate ; thou couldft bane. ne 
power oner me, except 18 were giuerns 
‘\ thee from aboue; The fpirit led 
thee, itdid not driuethee ; heere 
was afweetinivitation, no com- 
pulfion of violence; So abfo- 
lutely conformable was thy wil 
to thy deity, as if both thy na- 
tures had but one volition ; In } 
this firft draught of thy bitter } 
potion, thy Soule faid in a seall 
fubjeCtion, Not my will,but thy will 
be done: We imitate thee, & Sa- 
uiour, though we cannot reach 
tothee; All thineareledby thy 
Spirit; Oh teach vs to forger} 
thar we hauewils of ourowane.j 
a - Thel - 


LiB2 


cible ftrength did not animate 


thee into this combat vnealled ,| _ 


What doe. we weakelings fo far 
prefume ypon our abilities, of 
fuccefle,as that we dare thruft 


our felues vpon temptations | - 


vnbidden, vnwarranted? Who 


thefe Mariners, which will 
needs put forth,and hoife {ayles 


in atempelt ? eG 


_ Forty dayes did our Sauiour} | 
{pend inthe wilderneffe,fafting,| 
and folitary,all which time was | 
worne out in temptation ; heve| 
euer the laft brunt, becaufe ic} — 
wasmoft violent, is only cx-| 
prefied ; Now could not the| — 
Aduerfary complaine of difad:| 


vantage} — 


a ose 
The {pirit led thee ; thine inuin-| 


can Bape ‘the fhip-wracke of| 
e 


ere stead 


(ontemplations, — L1iB.2-) : 
} vantage, whiles he had.the full 

iste of timeand place toj - 
doe his worft ; And why did ir. 
| pleafe thee, 6 Sauiour, to fatt. 
"| forty dayes, and forty nights? 
voleffe as Mofes fafted forty 
daies atthe dehiuery of the law,) | 
and Elias at the reftetution of} ° 
the law; So thou thoughteft 
| fit athe accomplifhment ofthe 
| law, and the promulgation of 
the Gofpell, to fulfill the time o} 
both thefetipes of thine, wherin 
{chou intendedft our wonder, 

‘not our imitation ; Not ouri- 
mitation of thetime, though o 
_|the ‘act. Heere. were no faulty 
‘defires of the ficfh; in ‘thee to be}. 
tamed,no poflibility of a freer 
and more eafie afcent of the 
Pinan 26 che. secon oO 
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foule to God, that could be af=| | 
fected. of thee, who waft per-} 
fectly vnited ynto God, but as 
|for vs-thou wouldeft fuffer 
death, fo for vs, thou wouldft 
{uffer hunger, that wee might 
| learn¢ by fafting,to prepare our 
{elues for tentations : In fafting 
| fo long thou intendedft the ma- 
|nifeftation of thy - power; -in 
| fafting-no longer, the truth. off 
thy manhood ; Mofes and Elias, 
through the miraculous fuften- 
tation of God, fafted fo long, 
| without any queftion made of} 
thé truch of cheir bodies; .So 
long thereforethou thoughteft 
good to faft, as by kaa 

thefe precedents,might be with — 
out preiudice of thine humani-| _ 
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ty; which ificfhould haue plea- 
fed thee to fupport, as thou 
coulda, without meanes, thy 
very powet might haucopentd 
the mouth of cauills againft 
the verity of thine humane na- 
ture; Thatthou mighteft ther- 
fore well approue, that. there 
was no diferehce berwine thee 
~ land 9s, but finne;: chou that 
tcouldft hance fafted: without 
hunger, and- lived without 
meate; wouldft both feed, and 


faft,andhanger. 
\' Who canbe difcouraged with 
‘the {cantneffe of frends, ot bo- 
| dily prouifions, when hee fees 
‘his Sauiour thus Jong deftiture 
| of all earthly comforts; both of 
| fociety and fuftenanes: Obthe 

| Fare 3.002 


policie and malice of that ald 


wray fome infirmity of nature 
in being hungry, then he layes 
1 foreft at him by tentations; His 


pen, hedriues at ic with all his 
might; We haue to doc with 


of our mifchiefe, and where he 
|fces any aduantage of our 
| weakenefle, will not noglect-it. 


| guard for preuention;that both 
we may nor giue him -occafi- 
aris ons, 


LrB.2. (Chri pempted. Ses 
ee a 


| Serpent, when he fees Chriftbe-|__ 


J eye was. neuer off from our Sa-| 
uiour,all the time of his feque- 
{tration;and now thathethinks]} 
= any one part to lyco-| 


jan aduerfary, no leffe vigilant] - 
then malicious ; who will :bee| “ 
fureto watch all opportunities | 


How fhould we ftand vponour| 


ata nial - ee oe 8 
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dons, of our hurt, nor take hurt 
|bythofewchaucgiuen, 
When our Sauiour was hun- 

1 gry, Satan temptes him ih mar- 
ter of food ; notthen, of wealeh 
forglory; He well knowes both} 

] whatbayts, cto fith withall, and 

, when, and how. to. lay them ; 

-| How fafe and. happy. fhall wee: 
\be, if-we fhallbead our greareft} 

| care where we difcerne the molt: 
Vdanger? 0 

| Ineuery tentation there is an 

; arene’ of good:; whether 
tof the body, or minde,oreflate; 

. | The firttis che luft of the fleth, 
_ Jinany carnall defire,the fecond} 
-| third the luft of the eyes; To-all 

— Tthefe;the firft. Adam is tempted, 


\- 
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and in all ‘mifcarryed; the fe- 
cond Adam is tempted to them| 
{all, and ouercommeth: The 
firft man was tempted, toacar- 
nall appetite by the forbidden 
| fruit, to pride by the fuggeftion} 
of being as God ; To couetoutf- 
neffe, in theambitious defire of 
knowing good and cuill; Satan} 
hauing found all the motions. 
{6 fuccefl-full with the firft A- 
dam in his innocent eftate; will] 
now tread the fame fteps in his 
temptations of the fecond; The 
{tones muft bee made bread, 
there isthemotion to a carnall 
appetite; The gard and atten- 
dance of Angels muft bee pre- 
fumed on, there is a motion to 
pride; The kingdomes of. the 

of aed he earth, 
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earth, and the glory of them 
| mutt beoffered, there, to couce 
tou{nes and ambition. | 
} Satan could not but haue} 
heardGod fay, Ibis is my welbe- 
loued Son, he had heard the mef- 
- |fageandthe Caroll of the An- 
gels; he faw the Starre, and the 
iourney,andoffrings,of the Sa- 
\ ges, he could not but take no- 
tice of the gratulations of Za- 
‘|| chary,Simeon,Anna ; he well knew 
the predictions of the Prophets; 
yet now that hee faw Chrift 
| fainting with hunger, as not 
comprehending how -infirmi- 
ties could confift with a Gode} 
| head, hecan fay, (Jf thou bee the 
Son of :God;) Had not Satan, 
‘kmownethat the Son of God 
face - - ‘was 


Lip.2.  Chrift tempted. . 
was to come into the world, he 
had neuer faid ( If thou be the Son 
of God) His very fuppofition 
conuinces him ; The ground of 
_ [his tentation, anfwers it felfe;| 
{If therefore Chrift feemed.tobe| 
‘ |ameere man, becaufe after for-| 
|ty. dayes he was hungry, why 
was he not confefled more then 
aman, inthat for forty daies he 
hangred not? The motiue, of 
the tentation is worfe then the 
{| motion, (Jf thou be the Son of God) | 
Satan could not choofe ano- 
_ | ther fuggeftion of fo great im- 
| portance. All the worke of our 
| redemption, of our faluation, 
j depends vpon this one-truth,. 
Chrift is the Son of God ; How 
fhould hee elfe haue ranfomed 


a eet ST 
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the world, how fheuld he haue 
done, how fhould he haue f{uffe- 
red that, which was fatisfa€tory 


to his fathers wrathzhowfhould| 


his actions, or paflion beene va- 
luable to the finnes of all the 


world > What maruell is it if we} 


that are fonnes by ado _ be 
aflaulted with the doubts of our 


intereft inGod, when the natu-|° 


rall Son, the Son of his eflence 
is thus tempted? Since all our 
comfortconfifts in this point, 
heere muft needes bee laid the 
chiefe battery ; and heere muft 
be placed our ftrongeft de- 
fence, aaa 
Toturne ftones into bread, 
had beerieno more faulty in it: 
{elfe, then to turne water into 
= roe wine, 


- ec 


| fLrpa. Chrift tempted. - 


wine: But to doe this in a di- 
ftruft of his Fathers prouidence, 
toabufe his power and liberty 
| in doing it,co worke a miracle 
of Satans choyce, had beene 
difagrecable to the Son of God: 
There is nothing more ordina- 
{ry with our fpirituall enemy, 
then by occafion of want to 
moue vs to vnwarrantable 
courfes ; Thou art poore, {teale; 
Thou canft not rife by honeft 
meanes, vfe indirect; How eafie 
had it beenefor our Sauiour, to 


haue confounded Satan by the} 


powcerof his Godhead? But he 
rather choofes to vanquifh him 


| by thefwordof the Spirit, that. 


he mightteach vshow to refilt 
and ouerceme the. powers of 
~ Cc3  - dark: 
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darknefle? If hee had fubdued 
Satan by the almighty power of | 
the deity, wee might haue had 
what to wonder at, not what to| 
imitate; now hee vfeth that 
weapon, which may be familiar 
| vnte vs, that he may teach our 
weakeneffe how to be victori- 
ous;Nothing in heauen orearth 
can beat the forces of hell, but 
the word of God; How care- 
fully fhould wee furnifh our 
felues with this powerfull mu- 
nition ; hov fhould our hearts 
land mouthes bee full of it? 
Teach meé O Lord the way of thy 
fratutes ; O take not from mee she 
words of Truth ; Let them bee my 
fongs.inthe bonfe of iny pilgrimage ; 
—_ |S [hall I make anfwer to my blaf- 

oe | bemers.\ ° 
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pbemers. What needed Chrift to 
hauecanf{wered Satan acall, if ic 
had not beene to teach vs, that 
tentations muft not haue their 


way ; but muftbeanfwered by 


|refiftance ; and refifted by the| 7 


word. 

~[doenor heare our Sauiour 
auerre himfelfe to bee a God; 
againft the blafphemous infi- 


nuation of Satan; neither doe J 


fee him working this miracu- 


lous conuerfion, to proue hime 


felfe the Son of God; but moft 


wifely -hee takes away the 


ground of thetentation ; Satan 
had taken it for granted, that 
man cannot be fultayned with- 
‘| out bread ; and therefore infers 
the neceflity of making bread of 

| Cec 4 {tones; 


- 
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| tones; Our Sauiour thewes 
| hjm from an infallible word, 
| thathe had miflaied his fugge-} 
{tion ; That man lives not a 
| vfyall food only, but by cuery 
-wordthat proceedeth from the 
mouth of God ; Heecan either 
_ | faftaine without bread, as hee 
) did Mofes and, Elias, or with a 
miraculous bread, as the Ifrae-| 
lites with Manna, or fend ordi- 
nary meanes miraculoufly, as 
| foode to his Prophet by the Ra- 
-uens, ormiraculanfly multiply} 
_ Ordinary. meanies, as the meale} 
, and. oyle ta the Sareptan wid- 
| dow: All chings are {uftained 
by his almighty word: Indeed 
-weliue by food, but not by any| 
-yertue thatis init without Ged; 
ae. nae withou 


a 
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} them nottogether; As we may 
‘not neglect the meanes, fo wee 
| may not neglect the procure-| 
‘ment of-a blefling vpon the} 
}meanes, nor bee vnthankefull} 
to the hand that hath giuen the} _ 
\blefing, © 9° tO 


-Chriff tempted, 


withouc the concurrence of 
whofe prouidence,bread would 
rather choke, then nourifh vs ;| 
Let him withdrawe -his hand 
from his creature ; in their grea- 
teft abundance weperith; Why 
doe we therefore bend our eyes 


on the meanes, and not looke 


vp to the hand that giues the 


bleffing ? | 


What fo. neceffary depen. 


{dance hath the blefling vpon 


the creature, if-our ptayers hold}. 
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_ In the firtt affaule, Saran] - 
moues Chrilt to doube of his 
fathers prouidence, and to vie 
vnlawfull meanes to help him-| 
felfe: inthe next,he moues him 
to pre{ume vpon his Fathers. 
rorection, and the feruice of} 
bis bleffed Angels ; Hegrounds 
the firft vpon a conceit of want, 
thenext of abundance; Ifhe be 
in extremes, it is all to one end, 
to miflead vnto euill : If wee 
annot-bedriuen downe to de- 
|{paire, he labours to lift vs vpto 
prefumption ; Itis not one foile 
that.can putthis bold {pirit out 
of countenance : Tentations, 
like waues , breake one in. the 
necke of another ; Whiles wee’ 
}are’in this warre-fare ; wee}. 
eo mult 


Tote ee | 


|Iordan into the wildernes , for} 


Chrift temtepd. 


mutft make account, that the re- | 
pulfe of one tentation doth but 
inuite another. — | 
That bleffed Saviour of ours, 
that was content to be Ied from 


_—— : 
LIB2: | 


the aduantage of the firft ten- 
tation, yeelds to beled from the} 
wilderneffe to Ierufalem,for the| 
aduantage of the fecond ; The 
place'doth not alittle auaile to. 
the act : The wilderneffe was 
fic for a tentation, arifing from. 
waht, it was not ficfor a tentati-| . 
|on mouing to vain-glory. The| 
populous City was the fitteft for 
fucha motion; Ierufaletn was] 
the glory of the world , the 
Temple was the glory of Ieru-| 
| falem, the pinacles, the higheft} 

__¥ ? . peece 
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peece of the Temple, there is 
Chrift content to be fet for the 
{ opportunity of tentation : O 
Sauiour of men, how can wee 
wonder enough at this hu- 
mility of thine, that thou 
wouldft fo farre abafe thy felfe, 
as to {uffer chy pureand facred | 
body to bee tranfported by the} 
‘eer seca and malicious 
yand of that vnchatte {piric 2 Te 
was nothis power, it was thy] 
patience, that deferues our ad-| 
miration; Neither can this feem 
ouer-{lrange to vs, when wee 
confider, that if Satan bee the 
head of wicked men, wicked 
‘men arethe members of Satan;} 
What. was Pilate, or the Iewes 
that perfecuted ones 

| ut! 
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but lims of this Diuell 2 and 
why are we then amazed, to {ee 
thee touched, and locally tran- 
{ported by the head, when wee} 
{ee thee yeelding thy felfe ouer,| 
to be crucified bythe members? 
If Satan did the worfe,and grea- 
ter,mediately by their hands,no 
maruell if hee doe the lefle and} 
| eafier, immediately by his own, 
yet neither of them without thy 
voluntary difpenfation. Hee 
| could not hauelooked at thee; 
} without thee ; And if the Son} 
ofGod,did thus fuffer his owne 
holy and precious body, to bee 
__ | carried by Satan, what wonder 

\isit, ifthac Enemy haue fome- 
| times be giuen him, ouc 
| the finfull bodies of theadopted| 


Sons’ 
ee Oe ean 


| veryroofe was an hundred and 
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| Sons. of God: It is nor the 
ftrength of faith, that can fecure 
vs from the outward violences 
of that euill One; This diffe- 
| rence I finde betwixt his {piri- 
tuall and bodily affaults:. thofe 
{are beaten: backe by the thield 
of faith, thefe admit not of 
fach repulfe.; As the beft 
man may bee lame, blinde, dif- 


| eafed,fo through the permiffion | 


of God, he may be bodily vexed 
by that olde Man-flayer ; Grace 
was neuer giuen vs fora target 
againft external] affli@tions. 

' Methinkes fee Chiift, hoy- 
— {fed.vp-on the. highelt ‘batrle- 
| ments:of the Temple’; whofe 


{thirty cubits; high ; and Satdo 
Bee ne * ftanding 


2 
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anding by him with this 
{pecch in his mouth ; Well then, 
fince in the matter of nourifh-| — 

ment, thou wilt needes depend] - 
{vpon thy Fathers prouidence,} 
| chat he can without meanes fu- 
| ftaine thee,take now further tri- 
all of that prouidence, in thy] 

miraculous preferuation ; Caft 
thy felfe down from this height; 
Behold, thou art here in lerufa- 
lem, the famous and holy City 
of the world; here thou art, on 
ithe top of the pinacle of that 
Temple, whichis dedicated to 
thy Father, and, if thou be God, 
to thy felfe; the eyes of all men 
are now fixt.vpon thee, there 
| cannot be deuifed a more ready 
| way to {pred thy glory, andto} 
7 pro-t 


. 
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proclaime thy Deity, then by 
cafting thy felfe headlong to the 
earth, All the world will fay, 
‘there is:more in thee, then a 
man ; and for danger, there can| 
beenone; What can hurt him, 
that is the Son of God > and 
wherefore ferues that glorious 
Guard of Angels, which haue 
by diuinecommiflion,taken vp-| 
lon them the charge of thine hu- 

manity? fince therefore in one 
act, i oh mayft bee both fafe, 
and celebrated,truft thy Father, 
and thofe thy feruiceable fpirits 

| with thineaflured preferuation, 
Caft thy felfe downe : And why 
didft thou not, 6 thou ‘malig- 
nant {pirit, endeauour to caft 
downe my Sauiour , by thofe 
Oo | fame 
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fame prefumptuous harids, that 
brought him: vp, fince chr de- 
I{cenris more ¢afie then: rhe rai- 
{fing vp? was ic forchat, ichad 


notbeene fo ereatan aduantage 


{co thee, that hee. fhould fall by 


\chy meanes, as by his owne? 
[falling into. "Coe. was, more. 


| chen to fall from the pinacle ; 


| fll thy care.and {ute is,to make 


vs Authours to-our. rales of c-!] | 


4 uill ; chou. gaineft nothing by 
our. bodily hurt, if the foule be 
fafe: Or was: it rather for thar, 
chou couldft not 2. I doubt aor, 
| but , thy malice could as, well 


: haiie ferued ; to. haue: offered 
| his: pai to. himfelfe, as:to 
his. holy. Apoftle-foone jafzer , 


but he thatboundedthy power, | — 


wh ~ tether'd’ » 
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Jeetherd thee fhorter ; Thou 
couldftnor, thoy canft not doe 
what thou wouldft. Hee that 
would permit thee to carry him 
vp, binds thy hands from. caft- 
ing him downe: And wo were 
itfor vs if chou wert not cucr 
tinted: .,. |. - 
_ Why did Satan carry vp 
Chrift fo high, but on purpofe, 
| chat his fall might bee i more 
| deadly ; fo deales hee ftill with 
4 vs, he exalts vs, that we may be 
| dangeroufly abafed ; Hee puffs 
men vp with {welling thoughts 
~ | of cheir owne worthineffe, that 
., | chey may.bee- vile in the eyes of 
God, and fall into condemnati- 
fon: Ic isthe manner of God, to 
caft downe, thathe may raife,to 

= ee abafe 
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abafe chat. he may exalc; Con- 
‘|trarily, Satan raifes vp, chat hee 
may throw downe, and intends | 
nothing but our deiection, in 
| our aduancement. 
_ Height of placeg ciues oppor- 
tunity yw tentation , Thus bufie 
is that wicked one, a working 
againft the iene of Chritt | 
7 any of them becin eminence} 
aboue others, thofe hee labours 
moftto ruinate; They had need 
| to ‘fland faft, that ftand high ;} 
| Both there is. more danger of] 
‘It cheir falling, and more hore; in|. 
cheir fall. - | 
Hee thar had oreftnied thus 
| far, to tempt the Lord of life, 
| would faine now draw him al- 
fo to prefume vpon his. Deity ; ; 
, _._D a 2 If. 
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If thou bee the Son of God, cast thy. 
féfedowne, There is not amore’ 
cryed thaft in all bis quiuer,then’ 
this; a perfwafion. to men,net. 
to beare themfelues too bold 
vpon the fauor of God ; Thou 
art the Ele&t and Redemed of 
| God ; fin, becaufe grace hath a- 
_| bounded, fin, that it may a- 
|bound; Thouwart fafe enough, | 
jthough thou offend, benattoo 
much: an aduerfary to, thine 


~ Jowne liberty : Falfe Spirit; itis 


|no liberty to fin, but feruitude 
rather, there is. no liberty, but 
tin the freedome from fin; Eue- 


_ . ry one of VS, that ath the hope 


of ‘Sonnes, muft purge +im- 
{elfe, cuen as hee is pure, that 
hath: redeemed vs: Wee are. 


— boughe. 


/ 
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bought with a price, thierefore 


vs awe and obedience , and 
| therefore, becaufe we are Sons, 
we will not cat our (clues 
downe into fin. | 

- How idly. doe Satan and wic- 
ked men meafure God, by the 


be the Son of God, vnleffe hee 
caft himfelfe downe from the 
pinacle ; ynleffehe come down 
\from the Croffe. God is not 
mercifull, vnles he humorthem 
in all their defirés, not inf, vn- 

léfle hee rake ft peed y Vehgea fice, 


mult wee gloritie God in our 
bodies and fpirits , for they are | 
Gods ; Our Son- thip reacheth 


crooked line of their owne mif- | 
conceit : “Ywis, Chrift- cannot! 


where they — it; But ‘when | 
| Dds a 
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they haue f{penctheir folly vpon 
_ |thele vaineimaginations,Chrift 
is the Son of God, though hee 
ftay on the topof the Temple, 
God will bee mercifull; though 
wee mifcarry, and iuft, though | 
Sinners feeme lawlefle. Neither 
willhe be any ozher then heis, 
or meafured by any rule, bur] - 

himfelfe. _: 

~ But what is this I fee, Satan 
himfelfe with a Bible vnder his 
_ larme,with a Textin his mouth, 
| It & written, Ae [hall giue bis Angels |. 
charge ouer thee £ How ftill in that 
wicked One doth fubtilcy ftriue} 
with prefumption ? Who could | 
‘{not, but ouer-wonderar this, if 
hee did not confider, that fince| - 
the Deuill dared to touch the 

a | _ facred 


Lire. — Chrift.tempted, 
facred body of Chrift. with his 
hand, hee may well touch the 
Scriptures of God with his | 
tongue ? Let no man -hence- 
forth maruell,to hearcheretikes, 
or hypocrites, quote Scriptures, | 
when Satan himfelfe hath not | 
{pared to cite thé; whatarethey| 
x worle for this, more then | 
that holy body, which he tran- 
{ported ?, Some haue been poy- 
foned, by their meats & drinks, 
yet either thefe nourifh vs, or | 
| nothing : Ie is not the letter of} 
the Scripture that can carry it, 
but thefence; if we diuide thefe} 
two, wee prophane and abufe| 
that word wee alledge. And 
| wherfore doth ,this foule Spiric 
vrgea Text, but for imitation, 
-  Dd4-. for 
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for prenentio n,and for fucceffe> 
Chrift had alledgeda Scripture 
vato him, hee re-alledges Scrip- 
ture vnto Chritt ; Atleatt wife; 
he will counterferan. imitation 
of the Son of God ; Neither is 
| ic inthis.alone,; what one act| 
eucr paffed the hand of God,| 
which Satan did not.apifhly 
atremptto fecond? If we follow 
Chrift'in the outward ation,| 
| wich-contrary intentions, wee} 
follow ‘Satan, in following 
Chrift., Or, perhaps, ‘Saran 
meant to make Chrift hereby 
weery of this weapon ; As wee. 
| feefathions, when they ate ta-]. 
| ken.-vp of the vnworthy, are} 
| caft-of. by the great. Ie was 
-doubties, oné caufe,why Chrift) 
ee after, 
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euen to: confeffe the truth, be 
cafe hismouth was a flander. 
But chiefely doth he this, for a 

becter colour of his tentation : 
He guilds ouer this falfe metal 


with Scripture, thatic may pafle | 


currant; Euen now 1s Satan 
ceed into an Angel of 


light, and will feeme godly foral 
mifcheife ; If hypocrites make 


a faire fhow to deceiue with a 
glorious. luftre of holineffé, 
we fee whence they borrowd 


| ic: How many choufand foules 


are betrayd by the abufe of that 


word, whole vfe is foueraigne| 
and {aaing. No diuellis fo dan-| 


gerousas the religious diuiell Tf 


good meate turne to the nou. | 
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gauze? 
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| workeagainftic felfe. O God, 


then cordiall ; Let nor. this. di-|_ 
luinetable of thine, bee made.a} . 
{{nareto ourfoules. : 


_ | to fpgake Scripture? It were a}. 


- | good thing well ; Hecites {crip- x 
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ifhmenc, not of nature, but of 
the difeafe,wemay not forbeare 
to feed, but indeauourto purge| 
the body of thofeeuill humors,} 
which caufe the ftomach to 


thou that haft giuen vs. light,| 
giue vs cleare and. found cyes,| 
that we may. take comfort of} : 
that light thou halt giuen vs;1 
Thy. word is holy,.make our} - 
hearts fo, and then fhall they | 


finde that word, not more true} 


- Whatcanbea bettera& then! 
wonder if Satan fhould doe a] | 


turei- 


Lip.2.  Chrift temtepd. 

} cure then, but with mutilation, 
and diftortion ; ic comes not 
| out of his mouth, but maymed 
| and peruerted ; One peece is left 
out, all mifapplyed ; Thofe that} 
wreft or mangle Scripture for 
their owne turne,it is eafie to fee} 
ftom what {choole they come. 
Let vstake the word from the 
author, not from the vfurper: 
| Danid would not doubt to.eate 
that fheep,which hee pulled our} 
of the mouth of the Beare or| 
Lyon; (Hee fhall gine bis Angels 
charge oner thee :) Oh comforta-| 
ble affurance of our protection; 
Godschildren neuer goe vnat- 
tended ; Like vnto great Princes | 
we walkecuer in = mid of| 
our guard; though inuifible,} - 
aS Sas 8 Wer 
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yet true, carefull, powerfull ; 


What creatures are {o-glorious 
as the Angels of heauen, yet 
their maker hath fet..chem to 
ferue vs: Qur adoption makes 
vs atonce great and. fafe;. Wee 
may be contemptible and igno- 
minijous in the eyes of the 
| world, bucthe Angels.of God 
| obferue vs the while,and{corne 
hot to wait. vpon vs ‘in our 
| homelieft occafions ; The Sun, 
orthelight may wee-keepe.out 
of our houfes,the ayre:we cane 
not; muchleffi -thele {pirics,that 
are more fimpleand immateri- 
all : No walls, no boles,.can fe- 
uerthem from our fides: : they 
accompany .:¥s. in dungeons, 


| they goe with vs into our exile ; 


- 


How! | 


L1p.2.  Chrifttempted. 


How can wee either feare dan- 
ger, or complaine of folitari-| 
nefle, whiles we haucfo vafepe-| 
rable; {o glorious companions? | 
- - Ts our Sauiour diftatted with 
Scripture,becaufeSatan miflaids 
itin his.difh? Doth he not rather 
{natch this f{word' out of thar}. 
impure hand,..and beat Sarai} 
with thewveapon which hee. a- 
\bufeth; (Je a written, Thou fhale 
| not tenspt thy Lord thy-God;,) The 
| Scripture.is one, as thatGod, 
\whofeitis; Where ig carryes-an) 
appearance of difficulty -or in-| 
| conuenience, it needs no, light 
to cledre it, buc that, which: ic 
\hathin it felfe. All doubts; that 
{may arifefrom it, are fully: an4 
| fwered by collection ; It. is,truc 
ie es thae 


~ 
. 


um; hee meant to Incourage 
their fai th, not their 


beyondit; wee may make ac- 
| Count of what he p- Promifed, . we. 
‘may nor fubicd hi. Ppromif, 
vniuftcsaminations.and where 
‘| M0 need is, Make trial! of his 
| power, lultice »Mercj 7 

{es sofour Owne. All the Diuels 


eee Fs in 
7 — —— 


Lis.2. (brift rempted. 4) 4ard 
in hel,couldnoteludetheforce| _. 
of this diuincan{wer ;andnow| 
Satan {ces how vainely he tem-| 
pteth Chrift totemprGod. - | 
Yet againefor all this, doe l]_ 
{ee him fetting vpon the Son o 
God: Satanis not foyled when] - 
| he is refifted: neither diffidence, 
nor prefumption can faften vp- 
on Chrift,he thall betryed wich}. 
honor ; As fome expert Fencer 
that challenges at all weapons,| 
fo doth this great enemy; In| 
vaine fhall we plead our skill in 
fome, if we failein any ; Iemuft 
be our wifdome to be prepared] 
forall kinde of affaults:Asthofe} . 
that holdtownes and forts doe,| _ 
not. only © defend ; themfelues} 
from incurfions, but from the 
| Cannon] 
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= ---- - 


{cannon and. the Pioner; Rill 
doth that fubtil Serpenctrauerfe 
|his:ground for an aduantage ; 
The Templeis not hye enough 
{far his next entation; He there-’ 
> fore carryes:vp Chrift to thé top ' 
— ofan ‘exceeding high moun- 
,taind; All enemies in. pitcht 
fields ftriue forthebenefinof the} 
| hill, or riuer, or-winde,or fiunne; 
| Phar :whick: his feruanet Balac 
; did by-his inftigation, himielfe. 
| doch now immediately, change 
placesin hape of preuailing.. If 
\the.obfcure country will ;not 
|moue:vs, hee. tries what. the 
| Gourt-can do; if nor our:hame,. 
~\the:Tauerne; ifnotthe field;our 
| eldfer;; As no. place is lefc free 
| by his malicé,fo.no place suit 

7 ie Bal 


” Chrift tempted. 


|Lr2. 
{be made preiudiciall by our 


| carelef{neffe ; and as wee thould| °,. 


alwayes watch ouer our felues, 
fo then moft,when the oportu- 
_ | nity carries caufe of fufpicion. 


Wherfore is Chrift caryed vp| 


fo high but for profpect ? If the 
kingdomes of the earth and 


their glory, were only to be re- | 


refented to his imagination ; 
{the valley would haue ferued; 
If tothe outward fence, no hill 


could fuffice; Circular bodyes | 


_ | though fmal, cannotbefeene at. 
once. This fhow was made to 
both, diuers kingdomes lying 
round about Iudea were repre- 
fenced to the eye; Theglory of 


them to the imagination; Satan } 
meant theeye could —_ the} 
: ws . fancy; 


Ec 


\ 
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ae ia RNa 
fancy; no leffe then the fancy 
could cempt the will. How ma_ 
ny thoufand foules haue dyed] 
of the wound of the eye ; If we 
doenotletin finne at the win- 
| dow of theeye, or the dore of 
the eare,it cannot enter into our 
hearts. oe | 
If there beeany pompe, ma- 
iefty, pleafure, brauery in the 
world, where fhould it be but 
in the Courts'of Princes,whom 
God hath made his Images, his 
| deputies vpon earth? There is 
foft rayment, fumptuous feafts, 
| rich Iewels; honorable atten- 
dance, glorious triumphs, roy- 
all ftate, thefe Satan laies out to 
the faireft fhow + But oh the 
craft of that old Serpent; Many 
7 ee 


Lise. Christ tempted. 


a cate pe? greatnefle; No | 
creature is wizhout | thoriies : : 
High {eatsare neuer but. vnea- 
fie; all chofe infinite difcontent-| 
ments, which are the fhaddow| 

of earthly foueraic: gnety,he hides } 
out of the way ; “nothing may | 

bee feene, but what inay both | 

pleafe and allure. Satan is ftill 
and euer like himfelfe , If centae 
{tions might be but turnd about 
and {howneon both fides, the 
kingdome of darkneff: would 
notbefo populous.Now when- 
foeuer the Tempter fets vpona-| 
|ny poore foule, all fling of con= 
{cience, wrath judgement, tor- 
ment is.concealed, as if they 
were not; Nothing may ap-/ 
peare, to the eye but — 
| E c2 oF i 


| other wofull obiects are refere 


(oontemplations. . Lrp.2. 


profit,and a feeming happineflc | 


in the inioying our defires;thofe 


ued for the farewell of finne ; 
that our mifery may bee feene 
and feltat once ; When we are 
_ loncefure, Satanisa Tyrant, rill 
| chen, he is a Parafite : There can 

\ be nofafety,if wedo not view as 
| well the backe as the face of rene 
tations. 3 : 

- But oh prefumption and im-| 
udence, that hell it felfe may 
® afham’d of; The Diuell dares 
fay to Chrift, Allthefe will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall dotne . wor- 
| (hip mee; That beggerly {pirit,| 
re hath not an oe a pt 
can offer the whole ‘world to 
themaker ; to the owner 0 It; 
| | - The 


Lip2. — Chrifttempted. 


Theflaueof Ged would be a- 
dord of his Creator ; How can 
we hope he fhould be {paring of 
falfe boafts, and'of vnreafona- 
ble promifes vnto vs, when fiee 
dares offer kingdomes: to: him 
by whom kings raigne? 


are moft dangerous ; how ma- 
feare, haue melted with honor ; 


that will not bite at the golden 
hooke. _ _ 


boafters, fee the top of their pe- 
digree ; If I may not rather fay, 


Whereas faithful ishe that hath 


Tentations ontheright hand | 
ny that hauebene hardned with | 


There is no doubt of that foule ! 


that Satan doth borrow the vfe| _ 
of their tongues for a.time;} 


Ee 3 ‘promi- 
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u ‘ ad 
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-|promiled ; who willalfo doe it. 
| Fidelity and truth is the iffue of | 
heauen. ig $2 wee % 

If Idolatry were not a deare} 

| finneto Satan;he would notbe| 
|foimportunateto compafle it ; 
It is miferable to fee how hee 

' drawes the world infenfibly in- 
|to this fin, which they profeffe 
to deteft ; Thofe that would ra- 
ther hazard the furnace, then 
worlhip gold ina {tatue, yet doe 
adoreit in the ftampe,and finde 

| no feult with themf{elues. If our 
hearts be drawneto ftoope vn- 
to an ouer-high refpect of any |. 
creature, wee are’ Idolaters. O 
God, itis no maruell if thy ie 
loufiebe kindled atthe admifhi- 
on of any of thine-owne works. 
an ee into 


Lin. Chiff tempred. 


with their Creator. a 

Neuer did our Sauiour fay, 
Awoid Satan, tillnow ; Itisaiutt 
indignation, that is conceiued 


God , Neitheryet did Chritt ex- 
ercife his diuine power in this 


force of Scripture, driues away 


ven, Thou fhale wor fh p the Lerd shy 
God, and bim only fhate thou ferue: 


| fwers were more full and direc, 
then that they could admit of a 
reply,. but this was fo flat and 
| abfolure,thatic veterly daunted 


\into a competition of honor| 


| acche motion of a riualicy with | 


| command, but by thie neceflary | 


that impure Tempter ; It ts writ- |. 
The reft of our Sauiolrs an-} 
the courage of Satan, and. put 


himto a fhamefull flight, and | 
Fes ~— made} 


a meee tee 
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| made him for the time, weary 
ofhisrrad. 2... 0° 
The way to bee rid of the 
jtroublefome. folicitations o 
that wicked one, is continued | 
refiftance. Hee that forcibly 
droue the tempter from him- 
felfe, takes him off from vs, and 
will not abide his affaults pere 
petuall; Itis our pat 
and triall, thathee in- 
_, tends, not our 
. confufion. 


: “9 : 


CSI SEO 


Simon called. 


fa eee S the Sun in his 
DIYNe I -firlt - rifing, 
. drawes all eies 
to It; So did 
this Sun off} 
righteoufnes, 
when hee firft fhone forth into 
the world ; His miraculous 
‘cures drew Patients, his diuine 
doctrine drew Auditors, both 
together drew the admiring 
multitude by troopes after him. 
And why doewee nor ftillfol-}" 


low} 


¥ 


(onremplatons. = — LiB.2 
low thee, 6 Saumour, tlorow 
deferts and mountaines., over 


| both healed, and taught. It was 
| thy word, that when thou wer 
lift vp , thou wouldit draw ali 
men vnto thee; Behold, thou 
art lift vp long fince, both to 


_ tthe tree of fhame, 2nd to the} 


tLrone of heauenly glory, Draw 
vs,and We fhall ran after thee ; Thy 
word is {till the fame, though 
proclaimed by men, thy vertue 
is ftill the fame, though exerci- 
~~ [fed vpon the fpirits of men; Oh 
_ | giue vs, to. hunger after both, 
 {thac by both,our foules may be 
|. 1 fee the people, nor onely 
_ | following Chrift, but prefling 

ane | Smee eal 


land and feas, that wee may bee} 


ee 


- 
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vpon him ;-euen very vaman- 
nerlineffe findes here both ex. 
cufe and acceptation; They did 


not keepe their diftances. in an} 


awe to the Maiefty of the Spea- 
ker, whiles they were rauifhed 
. . dé... ‘ 
with the power of the {peech, 
yet did not our Sauiour checke 
their vnreuerent thronging, but 
rather encoprages their for- 
wardnefle. Wee cannot offend 


thee; 6 God, with the importu- |, 


nity of our defires ; It likes thee 
well,chac the Kingdom of Hea- 
uen fhould fuffer violence: Our 


flackneffe doth euer difpleafe}. 


theee, neuer our vehemence. © 
The throng of Auditors for- 


ced Chrift-to“leaue the fhore,} 


and to make Peters fhip his Pul- 


Lee EE D 


— pitst 


Se eae 


- 
fo 

} 

| 
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pit; Neuer were there fuch nets 
caft out of that filher-boat be- 
fore; whiles hee was vpon the 
land, he healed the ficke bodies} | 
by histouch ; now that he was| | 
vpon thefea, he cured the ficke} | 
foules by his doctrine; and 
is purpolely feuered from the 
multitude, that hee may vnite 
them to him. Hee that made 
both fea and land, caufeth both 
of them to confpire to the op- 
portunities of doing good. 
Simon was bufies wafhing his 
nets: Euen thofe nets chat 
caught nothing, muft bee wa- 
fhed, no leffe then if they had 
{ped well: The nights toyle 


‘| doth notexcufehis dayes work: 
Little did Simon thinke of lea- 


ung 


tLipe2.  . Simoncalled. 
_ |uing thofe nets, which hee fo 
_ carefully wafhed , and now 
| Chrift interrupts him with the] 
fauourand blefling of his graci- 
tous prefence ; Labour in our 


callings (how homely focuer)} 
makes.vs capable of diuine be. | 


nediction. . 


The honeftFifher-man,when | 


hee faw the people flocke after 
Chrift, and heard him {peake 


_ | wich {uch power, could not but} 


conceiue a generall & confufe 


apprehenfion of fome excellent]. 


worth in fucha Teacher, and 


therefore is glad to honour his| 


| fhip with fuch a gueft; and is 
| firft Chrifts hoft by fea, ere hee 

is his Difciple by land; An hum- 
{ble and feruiceable entertain- 


ment 
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a your nets tomake a draught : That 
fhip which lent Chrift an op 
| portunity of catching men vp- 


> the the fhore, fhall bee requited | . 


"| ment of a Prophet of God, was | ° 
a good foundation of his fucure 


‘|Sauiour. 
| this feruice to Chrift , then 


| ward; when the fermon is en- } 
_|ded, the fhip-roome thall bee 

| payd for abundantly ; Neither 

_ |fhall the Hoft expe any other 


honour; Hee that would fo ca- 
fily lend Chrift his hand, and 
his fhip, was likely foone after 
to beltow himfelfe vpon his 

Simon hath no fooner. done 


Chrift is preparing for his re- 


pay-mafter chen himfelfe: Lanch 
forth into the deepe, and let downe_, 


with 


—-|Lip2. Simon called. 
witha plencifull draught of fith 
in the deepe : Ichad beeneas eae} 
‘Tfie for our Sauiour, to haue 
brought the tith 6 Peters thip, 
clofeto the fhore,yet as chufing 
rather to hauethe (hip carried to 

| the fhole of fith, hee bids (Lanch 
forth inta the deep :) In his mira. 
cles, hee loues euet to meer na: 
turein her bounds; and when} | 
(he hath done her beft,to fupply | 
thereftby hisouer-ruling pow-| 
er; The fame power therefore} 
thatcould hauecaufed the fifhes 
to leap vpon dry land, or to 
leaue themfelues forfaken of the 
waters , vpoui the fands of the| 
Lake,will rather finde them ina} ; 
place naturall to their abiding 
(Lanch out into the deepe.) 


Rather 
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- Rather ina defireto gratific 
and obcy his gueft,then to plea- 
fure himfelfe, will Simon bettow 
onecaftof hfs net ; Had Chrift 
enioyned him an harder taske, 
he had not refufed; yet not 
without an allegation of the 
vnlikelyhood of fucceffe, (Ma- 
fer wee haue tranailed all wight, and) 
caught nothing ; yet at thy word Iwill} 

[let dotone the net. | 
Thenight was the ficteft time 

for the hopes of their trade; not 
vniuftly might Simon mifdoube 
his {peed by day, when hee had 


worne out the night in vnpro- 


| firable labour: Sometimes God] 
_|croffeth the fayreft of out ex- 

| pectations, andgiues a bleffing 

to thofe times and titeans wher- 

he : ‘ 0 


Lip. SaA0n called 


cannotbe ¢aftaway which we 
refolue to loofe for Chrift. 

~ Oh God, how many doe I fee 
cafting out their netsin the great 


| lakeofthe world, which inthe 


whole night of their life haue}. 


caught nothing; They conceitte 
mifchiefe and bring forth ini- 
quity ; They hatch Cokatrices 


eggs, & weaue thefpiders web ; |. 


he thateateth of their egs dyeth, 


and that which is troden vpon, | 


breaketh out into a Serpent; 
Their webs fhal beno garment, 
neither fhall they-couer them- 
{elues with their labours. 

Ob ye. fonnes of men, bow long will 
ye lone vanity and follow: after lyes 2 
Yet, if wee haue thus vainely 


Ff mifpent 


: | 439 
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mifpent the time of our 
darkeneffe ; Let vs at the com- 
mand of Chrift, caft out our 
nevw-wathen nets; our humble 
and penitent obedience, fhall 
come home laden with blef- 
ings, ( And when they bad fo done, 
they inclofeda great multitude of fi- 
| thes, fotbat their nes brake : ) What 
a difference there is betwixt our 
owne voluntary acts,and thofe 
| chat are done vpon command ; 

|not more in the grounds of 
\ chem, then in the iffue? thole 
are oft-times fruitleffe, thefe ¢ 
uer fuccefsfull : Neuer man 
threw out his net at the wordo 
his Sauiour, and drew it backe 
_|empty; who would not obey} 
thee, 6 Chrift,fince thou doft{o 


_ bounel 


Li 1B.2. Simon called, 


feruices>? 
| Icwas not meere retribution 
that was intended in this euent, 
| but inftruction alfo : This a& 
| was not without a miftery ; He 
| that fhould be made a fifher o 
men, fhallin this draught fore- 
| {ee his fuccefle; Thekingdome 


| of heauen is likes draw-net,caft| 


linto the fea, which when it is 
| fall men draw to land ; The ve: 
ry firft draught that Peter made 
afterthe complement of his A- 
poftle(hip,inclofed no leflethen 
three thoufand foules. Oh po- 
| werfull Gofpell, that can fetch 


: nfull men from out of the) 
Oh a of naturall corruption:| 


OnMAPPY Te that from the. 
f2- blinde | 


ee emcees sae nama betta 
bountifully requite our weakeft| 
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blinde and muddy cells of our 
wicked nature,are drawne forth 


‘othe glorious liberty of the} 
fonnes of God.Simons netbreaks | 


{with the ftore,; Abundance is 
fometimes no leffe troublefome 
then want the net fhould haue 
held, if Chrift had not meantto 


ouer-charge Simon both with| . 
blefling and admiration: How}. 


happily is that net broken, 
whoferupture drawes the fither 
to. Chrift. Though the net 


brake, yet the fifh efcaped not ;| 


Hee that brought them thither 
tobe taken, held them there till 
they were taken, ( ‘They beckened 
_|to their partners in the otber fhip, 
that they fhonld come and belp tiem;) 
_ | Thereare other fhips in partner- 


fhip | 


{Lrp.2. \ Simoncalied. — 
| fhip with Peter, he doth not fith 


all chelake alone; Therecannot 
bea better improuement of f{o- 
ciety, then to helpe vs againe, to 


relecuc vs in our profitable la- 


bours ; to draw vp thefpiricuall 
|draughe into the. veflell of 
Chrift, and his Church: wher- 
fore hath God giuen vs part- 


ners, but that he fhould becken 
- |to them for their ayd in our ne- 


ceflary occafions? Neither doth 
Simon flacken his hand, becaufe 


he had afliftants. What fhall we! _ 
fay to thofe lazie fifhers,. who | 


can fet others tothe drag, whiles 


themfelues looke onat eafe; ca- | 


ring onely to feede themfelues 


with the fifh,not willing ta wee | 
theirhands with the nett? ~ * 


FF 39 Whar 
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What fhall wee fay to this ex- 

 {ceffe of gaine? The nets breake, | 

|the fhips finke with their bur- 

den: Oh happy complaint of 

too largea capture - O Sauiour, | 

if thofe Apoftolicall veffels of} 

thy firft rigging,werethus guet- 

layd, ours flote and totter with | 

_|anvnballafted lightnes : Thou, | 

— | who art tio leffe prefentin thefe | 

|bottoms a ae et with 

an equall fraight of conuerted 

| a tt prayfe thee hi 
|thusfinking.: 

\ Simon wasa skilful Fifher, and 

knew well the depth of his 

trade,and now perceiving more 

then Art or nature in this 

draught, hee fals downe at the} 

_ {knees of lefus, faying, (Lord, gae 


from 


Lis.2. Simoncalled 

rom mee, for I am a fiufull man.) 
Himfelfe is caughe in this net: 
He doth not greedily fall vpon 


booty, but hee turnes ‘his eyes 
from the draught to himfelfe, 
| from thea to the Author, ac- 
knowledging vileneffe in the 
one, intheother Maiefty ; (Goe 


It had beene pitty the honeft 
Fifher-man fhould haue beene 
| taken athis Word: Oh Simon, 


| ownce hip to call thee, to call o- 


and doeft thou fay, Lord oe from 
me? Asif the Patient fhould fay 
| tothe Phyfician ; Depart from 
me, forI am ficke. Ic was the 


fo — and profitable a 


from me Lord, for Lam a finfull man.) 


thy Sauiouris comncinto thine]. 


thers by thee vnto bleffedneffe, | 


Fi 4 voyce’ 
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-|caufe thou arta finfull man, 


voyce of altonifhment, not of 
diflike; the voyce of humility, 


not of difcontentment: yea,be- 


therfore haththy Sauiour neede 
{to come to thee, to ftay with 
thee; and becaufethou art hum- 
ble in the acknowledgement of | 
thy finfulnes,therfore Chrift de- 
lights to abide with thee, and | 
will call theeto abide with him, | 
‘No man euer fared the worfe 
for abafing himfelfeto his God; 
Chrift hath left many a foule, 
for froward and ynkinde vfage,. 
[neuer any for the difparage- 
ment of it felfe, and intreaties of | 
‘humilicy. Simox could not. de- 
ulfehowto hold Chrift fafter, 
then by thus fuing to him, tobe 
oe one, 


MM RSE TR SER FTES Sup ie ee UN 


~ 


‘Simon called 


gone, then by thus pleading his 
voworthineffe. 7 
O my foulebe not weary of| 
complaining of thine owne 
‘| wretchednefle, difgrace thy felfe 
to him that knowes thy vilenes; 
be aftonifhed at thofe mercies 
which hauefhamed thine ill de- 
_\feruings ; Thy Sauiour hath no 
| power te goe away from a pro- 
| ftratehare ; Hee chat refifts the 
| proud, hartens the lowly ( Feare 
|not, for Iwill make thee bence-forth' 
& fifher of men.) Lo, this humili- 
|ty is rewarded with an Apolile- 
fhip: What had the earth ever 
more glorious, then a legacy 
from heauen?He that bad Chrifl 
goe from him,fhall hauethe ho-| - 
nor to. goe firfton this happy 
Ee errand , 


| Lrs.2. 
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terrand ; This was a trade that 
Simon had no skill of : it could 

notbut beenough to him, that 
Chrift faid, 1 will make thee; the} 
miracle fhewd him, able to 
makegood his word ; hee that 
hath power to command the 
fifhes to be taken, can eafily en- 
able the hands to takethem. 
 Whatis this diuine trade of 
ours then, buta fpirituall pifca- 
tion? The worldis a fea; {oules 
like fifhes {wim at liberty in this 
deep, the nets of wholfome do- 
rine, draw vp fome to the 
fhore of grace and glory ; How 
| much skill, andtoyle, and pati- 
ence, is requifite in chis art? 
Who is fufficient for thefe 
\things? This fea, thefe nets, the 


| | fifhers, 


Lis.2. Simon called. 


fifhers, the fith, the veflels are all 
thine,6God ; doe what thou 
wilt in vs, and by vs ; Giuevs a- 
biliry and grace to take, giue 
men will and grace to bee 
taken, and take thou glo- 
rybythatwhich 
thou haft: 


giuen. 


The 


-Thideit felfe thus long in ficth; 
that folong thou wouldft lye 


gies — 
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Ge AS. this then thy 
Vij firft miracle, & Sa- 
ONViep viour, that chou 
PANN, Os: wroughts in Cana |. 
of Galile? And could there be 

a greater miraclethen this, thar 
hauing bene thirty yeares vpon 
earth, thou did{t no miracle rill 


now? That thy diuinity did 


ob{cure in-a corner of Galile; 
vuknowne to that world thou 
_ cameft 


| 


Lip2. Tbe marriage in Cana... 


long thou wouldit flrayne the 
patient: or bar of thofe, 


as? Wee filly wretches, if wee 
haue but a dram of vertue, are 
ready co fet it out to the beft 
fhow, thou whe receiuedft not 
the Spirit by meafure, wouldft 
content thy felfe with a willing 


power that made the world, in 
the roofe of an humane breft, 


uiour, none of thy miracles is 
more worthy of aftonifhment, 
then thy not doing of miracles. 


cameft-to redeeme> That fo 


obfcurity, and concealedft that}. 


in a cottageof Nazareth. Q Sa-|. 


| What thou didft in priuate, thy} 
wifdome thought fit for fecre-|. 
a ee cys. 
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who euer fince thy Star, waited| ° 
vponthe reuelation of a Mefli-| 


| (Contemplation. = L1B.2. 
Icy; but if thy blefled mother 
had not beeneacquainted with 
fome ata Suen fhe 
‘| had notnow expected a miracle] | 
abroad; The ftarres are not]. 
| feeneby day ;the Sun it felfe is} | 
notfeeneby night: As itis no 
{{mall artto hide Art, fo is ic no 
{mall glory, to conceale glory ; 
Thy firft publique miracle gra- 
jceth a marriage; [tis an ancient 
and laudable inftitution, that 
the rites of matrimony fhould 
not wanta folemnecelebration; 
When are feafts in feafon, if not] 
at therecouery ofour loft ribbe: 
Ifnorat this maine change o 
our eftate, wherein the ioy of| 
obtaining, meets with the hope] 
of further comforts 2 The Son 
| ee ee aa SUS thee oO 


|LrB.2. The marrige in Cana... | 
‘of cheVirgin,and the Mother of 
that Son are both ata wedding; 
It was in all like'yhood fome of 
their kindred, to whofe — 


feaft, they were inuited fo farre;| 


ass | 


yet was it more the honor of] 


theadt,cthen of the perfon, that 
| Chrift intended ; He that made 
the firft marriage in Paradife, 
beftowes his firft miracle vpon 


a Galilean ——— Hee that} 


wasthe author of matrimony 
and fanttified it, doth by his 
holy prefence,honeft the refem- 


blance of his eternall vnion| 


with hisChurch: How boldly 


may we {pit in the faces of all] 


the impure aduerfaries of wed- 


locke, when the Sonne of God 


pleafes to honor it? 


The} 


454 Conemplations. L18.2.|' 
The glorious bride-groéme} 

| of the Church, knew well how 

ready men would bee to place 

fhame, even in the moft lawfull 

coniunctions ; and therfore his 

firft worke fhall be, to counte- 

nance his own ordinance. Hap- 

‘py is that wedding, where 

Chrilt isa gueft; OQ Sauiour, 

thofethat marry in thee, cannot 

marry without thee; There is 

no holy marriage whereat thou 

art not (how ever inuifible) yet 

truely prefent, by thy Spirit, by 

thy gracious benediction. 

Thou makeft marriages in 

heauen, thou bleffeft them 

from heauen.Oh thou, that haft 

—\  |betrothed vsto thyfelfe in truth 
and righteoufneffe, doc thou 
= an ~ con- 


LiB.’2. The marriage inCanas. | 
corffummate that happy marti- 
age of ours in the higheft hea. 
CNS 2 eee ee 
| » ‘Tewas no tich or funiptuous 
Bridall, to: which Chrift with} 

his Mother; & Difciples vouch- 
fafed'to come, from the further 

parts of Galile; I-finde hitn nor 
at the magnificent feafts or tri-} 
umphs of thegreat; the proud 

pompe of the wofld, did-not} 

agreewith the ftate of aferuant 3}. 

This poore needy..bridé-groom | 

wants drinke for his guefts. The | 

bleffed virgin (though a ftran- 
ger, to the houfe ) out ofa chari- 
table compaflion, and a frendly 
defire, to maintaine the decen-| . 
cy of an hofpital intertaiament, 
inquires into the wants of her 
Gg oft; 


eg eS 


eee Sr ee cee 


yer tr. 2. 


— lien; pittyes them, ‘bemones 
them,where there was power of 
‘redreffe ; (When the wine failed, the 
bbe mocber. of lefus faid conto bim, 
They, baue 10. wine.) How well 
‘doth it befeemethe eyes of pie- 
ty; and chriftian loue to loake 
into, the neceffities of others? 
| She thar conceined the Ged of 
mereies , bothin her heart, aad 
‘in her wombe, doth not fixe her 
eyes. vpon ber -owne troacher, 
but fearchetl into the penury of 
apoore Iraclite,and ferlesthofo 
wants, whereof he complaines 
not; They are-made for them-] 
_ felues, whode thoughts are only 
_ {raken vp with. their owmne Rove 
or mndigence, 
«Theteras wincenough fora| | 

_ _meale,! 


\ 
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| meale, though noe. fora feafi:| 
and. if there were not wine ¢- 
|nough, there was enough wa- 
Ltex; yet she holy virgin com- 
| plaines of the want of wine; 
and is. troubled with the very 
lacke of faperfluity ; The boun-| 
ty of our God reaches not to 
our life only, but to our con- 
tentment; neither hath hee 
| thought good te allow vs only| 
ithe bread of fufficiency’, but 
fomtimes of pleafure: One 
{while that is but néceffary,) 
which fome other time were 
faperfluous. Icisafcrupulous| 
iniuftice td {cant our felues,| 
where God hath beneliberall. 
~ Towhom fhonld wee com-} 
plaine of any want, bur to the). -. 

6 Gg maker? 


‘| 458 { | (ontemplations, © Lr5.2)) 
maker and giuer of all things: 
The bleffed' virgin knew to 
| whom fhefued ; She had good/| 
-\reafon to know the diuine na- 
tureand power of her Sonne: 
Perhaps theBride-groome was 
__ |notfoneedy, but if not by his 
7 re by his credit, he might 
rauefupplyed that want; or, it 
were hard if fome of the neigh- 
bour-guefts (had they bene du- 
ly folicited) might not haue| 
}  tfurnifhed him .with fo -much 
| . | wine, as might fuffice for the 
flat feruice of a dinner; but 
bleffed Mary knew a nearer way;| 
fhe did not thinke beft to lade| , 
fat the fhallow channell, but 
-truns rather co. .the well-head,| ' 
| where fhe may dip, and fill the 


| firkins 


, es 
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bee fhee faw that the traine of 
Chrift ( which vnbidden fol- 
lowed vato that feaft, and vn- 
expectedly added to the nume 
ber of the guefts) might. help 
forward that defect, and there 
fore fheiuftly folicites her Son 
Iefus for a fupply : Whether wee 
want bread, or water, or wine; 
| neceflaries or comforts, whither 
| fhould werunne, 6 Sauiour,but 
| co that infinite munificence of 
thine,whichneither denieth,nor 
vpbraideth any thing ? Wecan- 
not want, wee cannot abound, 
| but from thee; Giue vs what 
thou wilt, fo thou giue vs con- 


tentment with. what. thou- 


giuelt, 


a 
firkins atonce,with cafe.Itmay | 


Gge3 Bat 


gee ‘Coritemplatwons. - Erp. 

But whatis this I heare? A 
(harp anfwerto the fuit of a mo-| 
_ cher? (0b woman what baue I todo 
+ Twith shee2) He whole fweet mild- 
f nefleand mercy, neuer: fent a- 
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\way any -fupphane difconcen-| 
| ced, doth heonly frowne vpon| 
-'lhercthat bare Him? He thatcome| 
| mands vs to honor father and 
— |mother,doth hee difdaine her 
| whofe flefh he tooke xGod for: 
\bid: Loue and duty doth nor 
exempt paretits from due ad- 
monition. Shefolicited Chrift 
asa mother, heanfwers heras 2 
wotnan : Ifthe were the mother 
of his flefh, his deity was cter- 
nall ; She mighe not {o remerh- 
| ber her felfe to be a mother,that 
the fhould forgetfhe was a wo- 
Er ee 


a ste me ot d 
e 


Lisa. The marriage in Cana, 
man ; nor {o.looke Wpon his das | 
aSon, that fhee fhould not'fé- 
gard him, as God; Hee was fo 
obediéne to her as a mother, 
thae withall fie muft obey him 
as her God; That part whieh he 
tooke from her fhall obferuc. 
her ; She mult obferue that na- 
ture, which came from about; 
and made her both a womdh, 
-anda mother, Matter of miracle | 
concerned the Godhead onty ;| 
Supertiatutal things, were ae 5 
boue thelphereof flefhly relati«} — 
‘on; If now. the. bleffed virgin, 
will beprefcribing, ‘either time, 
lor forme vnto. divine ats, 0- 
workan, what bane T to doe with thee, 
| avy boure is not come. In alt bédily 
actions his ftile was, O motber ;: 
Se C120 


-~- - 


~ AGR 


| holy affaires of Gad, to know 
| any faces,yea,ifwe haue known 


| the fleth, henceforth know wee 
|himfanomor. 
| .-, O bleffed virgin, if in. that 


3 heavenly glory wherin thou art, 


| earthly things, with what indig« 
{ nation , Doft thou looke vpon 
| the prefumptuous fuperftition 


| thee more then afolicitor of di- 
uinefauours? Thine humanity. 


-norinthy glory: Therefpedcts of 
{ nguurereach not fo high as hea- 
| ueng, Itis far from thee to abide 


- Contemplations. — Lip. 2 


In {purituall and heauenly, O wo- 
may. Neither is it for vs in the 


-Chrift heretofore according to} 


thou cantt take notice of thefe 


nee 


of vaine men, whofe {uits make 


is potloft in thy, motker-hood, 


toa = 8 
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that honour, which is ftolne 
from thy Redeemer. . 

| Thereis.a marriage, wheretc 
| weare inuited, yea, wherein we 


are already interefled, not as the 


| which cheré {hall be no want of: 


. {the wine of gladneffe: Ic is mar- 


uell, if in thefe earthly banquets 
there benotfome lacke; In thy 


nefle ‘of iay, and at thy right 


Bleffed are. they, that are.called 
[to- the mairiage-fupper of the 


|. Euen-in that rough anfwer, 


_ | doth the bleffed Virgin defcry 


caufe of hope. If his houre 


fore 


haridare pleafures for cuermore: 


| vere not yetcomne,itwasther-| 
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{ guefts only,bueas the Bride ; in} 


| prefence, 6-Sauiour, there is fule| ’ 


a. 


_ (entemplations, = . Lr 2. 


fore comming ; when theexpe- 
Gation of the guefts ; and’ the. 
neceflicy.of the’ oceafiati had 
_| made firroome forthe miracle, 
it hall come forth, & challenge. 
their: wonder. Faithfully ebere-| 
fore, and obferuahtly, doth fhee | 
turne her {peech from her Son | 
lrothe Waycers (Wbatfomner bee. 
faith onto yon, doet.). How well. 
| doth it befceme'ttre:mothet of | 

Chriftto agree wich his Pather. 
fin Heauen, whole voyce from.| 
Heauen fayd, Tis is: my swelbelo- 
ned Son;:-beare bim ; She that fayd: 
of her felfe, Be it conto mee accor 
ding to-thy ‘word, faics vito ottiers, 
Whatloener bee Jaith to.yon, doe 1.| 
This isthe way to luc miracles) 
| wrought in vs, obedience to his 

a Word. 


Lrib2. Themarriage in Cana. 

| Word. The power of Chnift did 
| | nor fand vpon their officiout- 
tT neffe; he could haue wrought} 
wonders int fpice of them ; but 
their pétuerfe refufall of his} 
‘cotimatids, ‘might haue made} 
them vncapable of the fauour] 
of a miraculous aGion: Het 
chat can (when hee will) con-}. 
wince the obftinare, will not 
gtacethe difobedient. Hee that 
could: worké without'vs, or a-}. 
gaint vs,will not worke for vs, 
| but by vs. oe 3 Se 
< This véry: poore houfe, was} 
i futhifhed with many and large! 
1 yells , fer dbeward’ purificati- 
jons; As-if ih had dwelt vpon] 

| the'skin, that fuperttitious peor]. 
|} plefoughe dholinefft iirfrequentty 


 _wafhings! | 


Saha Bye OO on ee ma pes ae te 


wafhings ; Euen this rinfing 
| | ede, with the vnclean- 
| neffe of a traditionall will-wor- 
| fhip. Iris the foule which needs 
| fcouring ; and .nothing can 
7 | wafh thar, but the bloud,which 
|. Tthey defperately wifhed vpon 
7 Tesiisines, aud thet hides ; 


for guilt, not for, expiation.| 


Purge'thou vs, 6 Lord, wich 
hyflop, and we fhall bee cleane, 
wath vsand we thall be whiter 


-Ithen fnow. 


| thinke ftrange of fo vnfeafona- 
| ble acommand ; (Fill the water- 


pots.) Itis wine that. wee want, | 
what doe we go to fetch water. 


| Doth this holy man mean thus 
| to queneh ourfeaft, and coole 
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The wayters could not but} 


[Tar < 


' [ther preuailed, that in fteede of 
] carrying flagons of wine to the} 


_ | tiplyed the bread, hee —— 
oe the 


| Ltu2. The marriage it Cana. 


| this fupp'y vnbidden ; yet fo far 


| likelyhoods..againft the com- 
‘| mand ofan Almighty-power. 


_] wine immediately in thofe vel- 


_. | making out of nothing ; all his 
| great workes are grounded ‘Vp- 


our ftomachs ? If there bee no 
remedy, wee could haue foughr 


hath the charge of Chrifts mo- 


table, they goeto fetch pailes- 
full of water from the: ci- 
fternes. Itis no pleading of vn-| 


Hee that could-haue created 
fels, will ratherturre water into] _ 


wine; In‘all'the courfe of his 
mitacles, I doe neuer finde him | 


on former exiftences ; he mul- 


| the-water, hereftored the withg- 
red: lims, hee rayfed. the dead ; 
and ftill wrought vpon that 
which was, and did not make 
| that which was nos: What doch 
[he in the ordinary Way of na- 
~ eure, but rurne the watery iuyce 
that arifes vp from the reot, in- 
to. wing; be willonely doe this 
now fuddenly,, and at once, 
whieh: hedoth vivally by iafen- 
fible degrees. Iris ewer duly ob- 
ferned by.the Son of Gad, nec}. 
to dee more miracle: then lice 
needs, ee 
| - Howliberal} are che provilt 
}ons of Chrift? 1f he had tuned 
but one of thofe.veffels; ithad 
| beenea init proofeof his paw- 
Jer, and perhaps thar pos) 
Pea 4. 4 — a 


e 


—_— 
ee oad 


en 
pse) 


had ferued the prefent necelity, 


‘1fo much. wine; as would haye 


now hee furnifheth. them with] 


feryed an: hundred and fifty 
guefts for an intire feaft, Euen 
the meafure magnifies at ance, 
bath his power and mercy. The 
munifigent hand of God, re- 
gards not our neede onely, bur| 
our hoseft affluence: Ic is our} 
fin and ourfhame, if weeturne| 
his fauour. ingo. wantonnedf{c.} 
There mutt be firft a filling, exe} 
there bea drawing out: Thus,| 
in-our veflels, the ff care muft| 


| beof our receit; thenext,ofour! 


expence: God. would haue vs| 

cifternes, notchannels. ‘ 
* Our Saureur would nor bee} 
his owne tafter, but wise | 


| Lasee. 


firft draughit to the Gouernour . 
of the fealt. Heknew his own} 
power, they did not; Neither] 


would he beare :witnes of him- 
felfe, but fetch it: out of others 
mouthes ;-They that knew not 
‘the originall of that-wine, yet 
4 prayfed the tafte ; (Enery man at 


the beginning , doth fer forth good| 


Wine, and when men haue well drank, 
thenthat whichis worfe but thoubalt 


| kept the good Wine contill now; ) T he|. 


fame bounty that exprefled it 
| felfeinthe quantity of the wine, 


| fhewesit felfeno leffe in the ex- 


cellence: Nothing can fall from 
that diuine hand not exquifite: 


That liberality hated to pro- 


- lide crab-wine for his guefts. 


| Te was fit, chat the miraculous 
ee effects | 


—— we 
a 


i dome: Thou fhalt curne this 
| water of our earthly affliction, 
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2 effects of Chritt, (which came 


{naturall.: © blefled Sauiour, 
| how delicate is that new wine, 


1 which we fhall one day drinke | 


) my. Beloued, and bee thou like | 
to'a’ Roe, orto-a young Hart, | 
ive the mounitaine of { pices. 


fim . his * immediate. hand) 
fhould be more perfeét,then the 


with thee, in chy Fachers King- 


itito that wine. 0 gladnefle, 7 
wherewith dir {ules thall bee | 
fatiate: for cuer. Make hatte, 6 


»f 
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Ven the bloudy 
beac trade of warre yecl- 
NYS) ded worthy Clients 
SEE to Chrift : This Ro- 
-|man Captaine had learned to 
_. | beleeueinthat Lefus, whom ma- 
ny Iewes defpifed : No nation, 
no trade, cari fhut outa good 


a 


| Forrainer for birth; yet he was 
{a Domettique in heart ; Hee 
| could not change his bloud,hee 
could ouer-rule his affections ; 
4% 8 ~ He 


 € 


heart from God: If hee were a} : 


re 


ml 


|Lusz. ‘The goad Centurion, 

| Hee loued that. Nation, .which 
| was chofen of God; andif hee 
were not of the Synagogue yet 
{he buile a Synagogne 5. 
: hee might not. beea ate hee } 
| wouldbea Benefactor ; Next to 
being. good, is a fauouring of 
| goodnieffe ; We could not loue 
| religion, if we veterly wanted it: 
{How many true lewes were nor 
--|fo:zealous? Either will, or-abi- 
“ity | lackedin cheta whole duity | 
- more obliged; Good affections | 

| doe many times more then fup-| 
| ply: nature: Neither doth God} 
regatd whence, but what vce -_ 
| [ate. : | 
“Iidoe not fee his Centurion | 
\cometo Chritt, as the Ifraelitith 
. Captaine: came to Fijas in Car-| 
oo Hha. = md) 


| amel >but. with shis ‘cap in his 
hand, with much fuitsmuch fub- 
nuflion, by othess, by himfelfe; 
He ‘fonds firfh the Elders of the 
lewes, whom hee might :hope, 
| chat their nation:& place, might 
| make:gracious. = then, left.che 
imploymencaf othors might ar- 
gue neglect, hefeconds them in 
perfon; Cold and fruitleffe-are] 
thé. motions ef frends, where 
wee doe wilfully fhut vp: our 
owné lips: Importunity can- 
-|not: but {peede well in both.| 
| Could wee but fpeake for: otir 
| foules, as this Captaine did for 
| his feruant, what could we pof- 
fibly want? What maruell isit,| 
if Gad bée not forward to giue,} 
| where wee care notto aske; or: 
“PRS | ae phe. - aske, 


] 


h bus cp it 


‘gemucis 


os, by hil 
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is fayd, the more is concealed, 
[It 1s enough to lay open his 


{had to-deale with fo wife and | _ 


|a crauing of cure: If our :fpiri- 


aske, as if wee cared not to ree’ 
ceiue? Shall wee-yer call chis'a 
fuit,ora complaint? [heareno’ 
oneword of entreaty ; The leffe: 


wants; He knew well, that-hee 


mercifull:a Phyfician; as-that 


° 


the opening of the malady -was |. 


tuall miferics Beebuc. confeffed, | 
they cannot failoof redrefle.: 


| . Great yarietyof Suitorsrefor- 


ted to.Chrift; Oncicomesto him 
fora fon , another fora daugh-. 
ter;.a third for himfelfe +I fee 


| nonecome for his feruant, but | 
| this one Centurion ; Neither 
| was hee:a better manthen a Ma- 


Hh: | fter: i 


{ feekes ‘to Chrift, not with a fa-} 
{fhionable relation, but with a |- 
| vehement aggrauation ef the} 
| difeafe.. Had: the-Mafter beene| 
Ificke’; the. fairhfulleft ferdanc 
| could haue: done ne more: He 
|#6 vpworthy'to.bee well ferued, 


toh bis followers: Conceits.c 


| mult, we look. dowrie vpon our |. 


—Gotemplasans: are B.2. 


“ler: His feruant is fcke, hee} 
doth ‘not 'driue him. out off 
| doores, but layes him at ome ;|_ 
‘Aneither doth he ftand ¢ gazing by . 
his beds-fide, but feekes forth ; 
| He feekes forth, not to Witches, 
| or Charmers, birt to Chrift, he 


that will nocfomtimes wait vp- 


inferiority, may sotbreedin vs| 
aneglect of charitable offices;fo 


pruants, hetero ‘on earth, as that | 
= wee} 


Linz. The good Centurion. 


Mee 


: 

 / {wee mutt ftill looke vp toour| 4 
< | Matter, which isinheauen. | 

. | But why didft thou nor, 6 

Centurion, rather bring thy fer-| - 

' Tuantto Chrift for cure, then fue 
iy {for him abfent 2 There was a | 
,| | Paralytick » whom faith and ; 
| : - charity brought to our Sauiour, | 

| 3 and let downe thorow the -vn- 


- yeeld contrary effects ; They, 


| fented?Was itoat of theftrength aa 
J ofthy faith,which affuredshee,| 


{the Patient co Chrift , thou| 
.{broughteft notchine ro him,be- 
bee 


couered roofe, in his bed; why 


was not thine {fo carried, fo pre- 


thou needeft nor fhew thy fer- 
yant to him, that faw all things? 
| Qne and the fame grace, may |. 

ecaufethey:beleeued, brought | © - 


- Hh ag -caufe 


~~ 
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tad argued no leffe defi ihine 
more confidence; Thy labour 
-waslefle, becaufe thy faith was 


| thusto my Saviour, andmake 
fuch moncto him for,my.felfe : 
| Lord, my. foule is ficke of vabe- 


_ ‘linordinate defites, 1 thould nor | 


| 0 Savidur; would not then ftay 

| forinty.fuit, but-would prournt 
| me (as: here) with agtaciousin- 
{gagemenr, Ital come: and. brale, 
+ thee: I did nothearérhe Centra: 
' {rion fay, Exther come , or bale. 


{ hee fayd:nar; the other, he rel+ 
| a = Hor meant  Chrift 


-Contemplations. . L1B.2: 
caule thou belecuedtt ; Their 


more::Oh, that I. could come 


leefe; fickeof elf. loue, ficke 


ecdetg fay mare; Thy mercy, 


himz:The one.he meant,though 


Fro?" ouerel 


Lrp.2. The good Centurion, 
Jouergiues, both his words and 
intentions 4 It ts the manner of 
_ |chae-diuine munificence, where 
_ | he meets with a faithful fuitar, 
| to giue more then is requefted; 
to giue when he is:not reque- 


lent, then fucceffefull : -Wee 
thinke the meafure of humane 


| bounty,runs ouer,when weob-| 
‘taine but. what -wee-aske with | 


jimpormonity ;. that. infinite 


t goodnedic keepswichin bounds, 
| whendt ouer-fowés che-defires 


| af; our hearts. ee SO 
| As dae laid, Ip bee did 5. 
| ward of Clirift-either is his a&, 
| or coacurres with it; Hadid not 


ftand ftill when: hee faid; Lal 


comes 


}! 
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fted. The very infinuations. of | 
our. néceffities areno Iefle vio: } 


The} 


’ PY ce 
9 : 4 


[tite of refpedt;that arifech mere.| 


| (ontempiations. ~~ LB .2.| 


come, but hee went as hee {pake. 
When the ruler intreated: him} 
| for his fonne ( (ome dotne ere bee 
dye) our Sauiour ftird not a} 
| foote; The Centurion did but/ 
complaine of the ficknes of his| 
feruant, and. Chrift -vnasked, 
faics, I. will come and beale..han, 
That he might be farrefrom fo 
{much as feeming to honor |. 
_ | wealth, and defpife meaneneffe, |. 
hethat camein the fhape of a} 
- {feraant, would goe dewne to. 

i the gcke feruants pallet, would 
not goeto the bed of the rich} 
{rulers fonne; It is the bafeft mo- 


ly fiom outward greatneffe 
_ [Either mote grace,or moreneed, 
(| badyuuftly sa out fauou- 

i rable 


‘Lip, The good Centurion. 


rable regards, no lefle then pri-| 
uate obligations, — 


A 


Euen {0,6 Sauiour,that which 
|thou:offeredft to doe for rhe} 
Centurions feraant, haft thou] | 
done for vs ; We were fick vnto| — 
death ; So farre had-the dead} 

palfy of finne ouertaken vs,that| 
there was no light of grace left]. 
}inivs; When thou wert sot 
content to fic ftillin heauen,and | 


(ontemplasions.” Lg, a. 
hath fo gracioully abafed thee, 
and could be but fo low -deie&- 
edbefore thae,as thou haft.ftao- 
ped low vnto vs ;: that we could 
| be butas lowly fubiedts of thy 
goodneffe, as. Wee are vnwor- 
| thy. 

1. -Ob ‘admirable returne of hu- 
: milicy : Chrift will goe downe 
to vifit the: ficke feruant ; che 
mafter of that feryant . fayes, 


 tLord. I am, net worthy than shou 


fronldft come cunder my roofe + ‘The 


_ .| Tewifh Elders, that. went before 
fro mediate for-him, could fay; 


_ | (Ede.ts worthy that thon fronldft dee 
| this for'bin;. bur the Centtufien,| — 
when hee. comes to: {peake: for} 


_ himfelfe( 1. ays not worthy ) They 


, iene He was worthy of Chrifts| 


miracle ; 


Liz. The good Centurion. 


miracle; He faies hee is vnwor- 
thy of Chrifts prefence : There 
is great ‘difference betwixt o- 
| chers.valuations,and our owne; 
Sometinies the world vnder-| | 
rateshim that findes reafon to} 
fet an high price vpon himfelfe; 
Somtimes againe, it ouer-values| 
a.man that knowes iuft caufe o 
his owne humiliation ; If others 
miftake vs, this can be no, war-|_ 
rant for our error; Wee cannot} 
be wife, vnleffe wee receiue the 
knowledge of our felues by 
direct beames,notby reflection; 
vnleffe we hauelearned to con- 
temne.-yniutt. applaufes ; and 
{corning the flatteryes. of: they. 
world, to. frowne “vpon: out] 
owne Vilenefle, Lord I amnot\ 
[worthy., Many! 
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_ | haue thought wel] of it; A Cap- 
{ caine,a man of good ability and 


tworft peece of our {elues, Pride 
{ contrarily fhowes vs- nothing, 


| gogue, a Patron of religion: yer 


‘owne weakenefle, he faies, I am 


| | While hee anaes nee vn- 


a (ontemplations. Epa. 
‘Many aone if hehadbene in: 


che Centurions’ cote, . would: 


Sarma. a founder of a Syna- 


he ouerlookes: all thefe, and 
when he cafts his eye-vpon the 
diuine warth of Chrift, and his 


not worthy; Alas Lord I am a Gen: 
tile, an alien, a tian of blood, thon 
art holy, show art omnipotent. Truc 
humility willteach vs to finde 
out the beft of another, and the 


bur matter. of: admiration in our 
felues; in others, of contempt | 


worthy | 


[LiB.2. The good Centurion, . 
{| worthy of any fauour; he ap-| 
-{proued himfelfe worthy of all.) 
| Had norChrift bene before in] 
his heart, hee could not haue} 
thought himfelfe vnworthy to: 
| intertainechae gueft within his 
houfe; Vnder the low roofe. of] 
Jan-humble breft, doth God cuer} 
{delight to dwel; The ftaceofhis| — 
| Pallace may not bee meafured] 
| by theheight; but bythe depth:| 
| Brags & bold faces do oft-times} 
| carry icaway with men,nothing| _ 
1 preuailes with God, but our vo- 
ee ciections, == ss 
| Icis fic the foundations fhould| 
| be laid deep,wherethe building} 
jis high; The centurions humi-|— 
lity was not more lowe; then 


his faith was lofty ; hac reaches} 


“ontersplations.— Li 1B.2. 
vp into heauen, and in ie face 
of huniane weakeneffe deferyes 
omnipotence ; Only Say the word, 
and my. fernant-{hall be whole. 

Had the Centitrions roofe 
bene ‘heauen it felfe,it could not 
haue bene worthy to becomne 
vniderof him,whofe word was | 
| almighty, and who was the Al- 
{mighty word of his Father: 
Such is Chrift confefféd by, him 
I that faies,Only fay the word; none, 

‘buta-diuinepower is vnlimited; | 
7 neither at faith any. ‘other 
7 bounds - ther ‘God himfelfe. 
There needs:no footing to: re- 
_ {ioue mountaines, or Deuills, 

bit a word; Doe but fay the 
word, d Sauiour, my fi finne thall 
be rethitted —_ foule fhall bee 
Sno 


{Lina The good Centurion. 
healed, my body hall be rayfed 
{from duft ; both fouleand body 
fhall be glorious. a 


Whereupon then was the] 


fteddy confidence of the Good 
Cetiturion? He faw how po- 
werfull his own word was with 
thofe, that were vnder his com- 
mand, (though himfelfe were| 
vnder the command: of..ano-|  - 
{cher)cheforce whereofextended| 
Jeucn.to abfehe: performances ;| 
well cherefore mighit he argue, 
that a free and V nbounded. po- 
wer, might giue infallible come} _ 
mands, and that the moft obfti. 
nacedifeafe,mutft therfore needs 


lvs,whatisin ftrength ; By/one 


——— (Conteinplations; Lr.) 
‘| drop of water we may fee what 
is inthe maine Ocean; [ maruell 
not if the Centurion were kinde 
to his feruants, for.they were 
dutifall to him ; he can but fay, 
Doe this, and it is: done; thefe 
mutuall ref{pects'draw on cach’ 
other; cheerefull and diligent] — 
feruice in theone, calls for a due 
. | and fauourablecareinthe other; 
they'thar neglectto-pleafe, ‘can- 
not complaineto-bee negleed. 
|. Qh chatI could be butfuch a} 
fernantto. mine heauenly Ma- 
| fer ; Alas, cucry: of his ‘com- 
mands; fayes, Dee this,andI doe} | 
itnot; Euery of his inhibitions} 
fayes, Doe it net, and I docit, He 
fayes, Gue:from the world, I run'to 
Lies hefayes, Comet mee, [runnie 


| wecould nor but be happy 3 


1 wecould be officious. - 


| Lipa. Ti good Centurion, OP g8y | 


| from him :. Woeis mee, this is 
\ner feruice, bac enmity ; how | 
jcan I looke for fauour, whites I 
| recurne rebellion ; Icis a graci- 
lous Mafter whom wee fertie;| 
there can beeno duty of -ours, 
| that he fees not,that heacknow- 


ledges not, that he crownes not; 


Whatcan be more cei a 


thento fee Chrift maruell ? All} 


maruelling fuppofes an igno- 


race going before, and a} | 
knowledge ollowing fome ac-| 


cident. vnexpected : now who 


wrought | this faith in the Cen-| 
turion, buthethat wondred at 
it? Hee knew well whac hee} 
: wrought, becaufe hee sis : 

li 2 ow 


‘ : 
——s \ oN e 
3 


(ontemplatios, — Li.2.- 
what he-would;yet he wondred 
{at whache both wrought, and 
knew, to teach vs; much more 
_ |to admire chat which hee at 
once knowes and holds admi- 
tale. 

Hee wrought this faith as 
God, he wondredat itas man ; 
God wrought, and man admie 
| red, he that was both, did both; 
to teach vs where to beftow 
our -wonder. J. neuer finde 
Chrift wondring at gold, or 
filuey 3, atthe coftly and curious 
workes of humane skill or ine 


wondred atthe magnificence of 
. |the’Fenaple, he: rebuked them 
rather : I finde him not won- 
‘dring at the' frame of — 

ae Ege ee and! 


duftry ; Yea, when the Difciples |. | 


ee 


Pd 


L15.2. The good Centurion. 


and earth,nor at the orderly dif- 
pofition of all creatures and e- 
uents ; the familiarity of thefe 
things intercepts the admirati- 
on; But when he fees the grace 
| oracts of faith, he fo approues 
them, that-he is rauifhed with 
wonder ; Hee that reioyced in 
the view of his creation, to fee 


that of nothing, he had made 


all things good,reioyces nolefle 


inthe reformation of his crea-! 


ture, to fee, that hee hath made 


goed of euill: Behold thou arc} 


faire, my loue, behold thou art 


| faire, and there is no {pot in| 


thee ; My fitter, my {poufe,thou | 


haft wounded my heart, thou 
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haft wounded my heart with]. 


onc of thine eyes. | 


iz; Ourl 


Contemplations. = Lr.2. 

Our wealth, beauty, wit, lear-| 
ning, honor may make vs ac-| 
cepted of men, but it is our| 
‘|faith only, that fhallmake God|. 
in loue with vs; And why are 
| weof any other {auc Gods diet, 
to bee more affected with the 
leaft meafure of grace in any 
‘man,then withali the outward 
glories of the world? There are. 
great men whem we iuftly pit- 
_|ty, wecan admire nene butthe 
gracious. | 
Neither was that plant more! 
-|worthy of wonder in ir felfe, 
then that it grewin fuch afoyle, | 
with fo little help of raineand 
Sun; The weaknefle of meanes, 
addes to the prayfe and.accepta-| 
_ [tion of our proficiency ; To do 


good 


iete- 


\LiB.2. The good Centurion. 


-}good vpon a little is the come | 
miendation of thrift ; itis{mall |. 
thanke to bee full-handed ina 
-{largeeftate; As contrarily, che: 
| ftrength of meanes doubles the 
reuenge of our neglect: It isnot | 
‘more the fhame of Ifrael, then 
the glory of the Centurionsthat | 
{our Sauiour fayes, Ibauenctfound | 
fo great faith in Ifrael ; Had Ifrael | 
yeelded any equal faith,iccould| 
not haue beene vnefpyed of} 

_ |thofe all-feeing eyes; yet were 
| theirhelps fo much greater,then ' 
their faith was lefle ;.and God 
neuer giues more then hee re- 
| quires: Where we haue laid our 
~tullage, and compoft, and {¢ed, 
who. would not logke for a 
crop? but if the vncultured fal- 


_ Contemplations,  L1B.2 
low yeeld more, how iuttly is} 
that vnan{werable pround neer 
toacurle? = 

Our Sauiour did not mutter] 
this cenforious teftimony to 
himfelfe, nor whifper it to his 
| Difciples, buthe turned him a- 
bout to the people, and {pakeit 
in their cares, that hee might at 
once worke their ‘fhame and e- 
mulation: In all other things, 
except fpirituall, our felfe-louc 
makes ¥s impatient of equals, 
much leffecan we indureto bee] 
out-ftripped. by thofe, who are} 
jour profefled inferiours. : It is 
well, ifany thing can kindlein 
| vs holy ambitions : Dull and] 
bafe are-the {pirits of that man, 
that.can abide to {ee another 
~*S  ouertak 
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ouertake him in the way, and 
jout-runhimtoHeauen, 

_ Hee that both wrought this 
faith, and wondred at it, doth 
now reward it, Goe thy Wwayes,and 
aa thou baft beleened, fo bee it conto 
thee ; Neuer was any faith vn- 

| {eerie of Chrift, neuer was any 
{eene without allowance, neuer 
was any allowed without re-]. 
muneration : The meafure of| | 
our-feceits in the matter of fa-{ — 
uour, isthe proportion of our 
beleefe ; The infinite mercy of} 
God (which is euer like it felfe)| _ 
followes but onerule in his gifts 
to vs, the faiththat he giues vs : 

| Giuevs, 6 God, to belecue, and}. 
beeitto vs'as thou wilt; it thall 
bee to.vs abouc thar wewill. 

Emad __ The| 


| 466, (Contemplation. ~—— L132. 

_- The Centurion fues for his 
Yeruant, and Chrift fayes, So bee} 
it conte thee; Theferuants-health, 
is thebenefit of the Mafter ; and, 
the Matters faith is che health 
‘ofthe feruant ; Andif the pray- 
ers of an earthly matter, preuai- 
ledfo much with the Sonnac of| 
God, for the receuery of a 
—- tferuant, how fhallthe interceffi- 
_ ton of the Son of God, preuaile. 
‘with his Father in Heaven, for 
_ | vs that are his impotent chil- 
{dren and feruants vpon earth 2 
‘Whatean we-want, 6 Sauiour, | 
whiles thou fueft for vs? Hee 
that hath given thee for vs, can 
deny thee nothing for vs, can 
| deny,vs nothing for thee ; In 
{thee we are happy, and fhall be 
to° glorious ; 


| 


tu. ThelGeme * 


glorious; To thee,6 thou migh- 
ty Redeemer of Ifrael, with} 
thine eternall Father, together} 
with thy bleffed Spirit, one God | 
infinite,andincomprehen- | 
_. fible,begiuen all praife, © 
~  honour,andglory, - 
_ for euer and 
oe euler. 
AMER. 
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3 Pitz € lin. 7 for where, read when. pag. 14.lin- 3, 

for she, read he. p. 29.1. 16.for of; ror. p. 30.1. 
16. for vertue, x. wealth, p. 32. L for fee, ¢. foyle. p-42. 
1. 9.for defection, r, eich » P- 44.115. for with, r, 
without. p. 74.1.6, for te,t. them te. p. 75.1.5. for mot 
him, x. not tohim. p.y8, 1.9. ‘for deftreyer, t. disease. 
p.147.L penult. for ceffatum, r. ceffation, p. 350. 1.7. 
for vase, B.into. p. 196.1, x. forse, r.be- p. 208.1, ¢. 
for gemslief, r. goodhich, p. 234.1. 2. for effate, x. fate, 
p. 224.1 x1. forwore,r, more. p. 303. 1.5. for whone, 
r. who. p: 341. I, penule, for carelefe, r. carelefneffe. 
Pp 342-1. 5. for differtion, r.defertion, p.3.49.1. vit. 
contents, x. contents himfelfe. p. 3 63,1. 17. for fatisfie, r. 
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